International Friendship Club 30th Anniversary Celebration

t all started in both Higashimurayama (HC) and Inde-

pendence with special Celebration Parties in January.
In May, 43 members of HC’s Intentional Friendship Club
came and spent five days enjoying the many sights and
events planned for their visit

The schedule was packed with new events, including
touring a dairy farm, roasting hot dogs over a campfire,
and visiting the Jazz Museum and Negro Hall of Fame,
Traditional events were a motorcade and visit to Glen-
dale School and a banquet at Arrowhead Stadium with
presentations and gifts.

Home-stays are what always makes the time special
for both those participating and those staying in many
personal ways. Dear friends were re-united, including the
Shaw’'s and the Ohno's, as well as the making of new
friendships. Sarah Lovewell and Emily Collins hosted for
the first time and Emily commented to the Commission,
“You made everything seem effortless and spot-on.”

Those that did the planning and led events know that it
was one of the best visits ever, because the Japanese
were very pleased with many activities including the
Campfire and afternoon on the Square. They were also
very impressed with Independence’s volunteer spirit,
openness, warmth and friendliness.
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Higashimurayama Friends Prepare for Touring §

Tywla-Olsen-Hahn's hard work was worth it after seeing
the Japanese guests enjoy their time in our city. Carolyn
Weeks reflected on the week by stating that, “We have
come a long way with our friendship and each year it
builds and develops.” Sharon Wilson exclaimed that
“Glendale was spotless and the ‘children's’ performance
was fantastic.” Jeannae Segura-Brown did an excellent
job in coordinating the many details of the Sister School
Visit. The Commission thought about the week and Sue
Hammett said, “We never knew it was going to last thirty
years. We just got busy and had a good time and before
we knew that time had flown by.”

You can view highlights from the week on a ten minute
video that is on the website and a special speech from
Higashimurayama’'s mayor filmed in the seasonal garden
in Higashimurayama, which is also on the anniversary
page on the website. Check it out at
Http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/SisterCity

The time was too short and the good-byes too difficult
for those families saying farewell to their departing
friends in the bitter wind of that cold morning. Many
adults are planning a trip to Higashimurayama, which will
take place in October 2008. If you would be interested
contact Connie McQuain 816-461-2720
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Killips Recognized at 30th Anniversary Party

he 30th Anniversary year, 2008, was kicked off with a Janu-

ary Anniversary Party at the Truman Memorial Building.
Many core members and friends of the JSCC came with many
memaries of planning, hosting, fund-raising and special events. In
recognition of their unselfish service and many personal contribu-
tions over these many years, John and Kathy Killip were honored for
their personal volunteering and magnanimous hosting.

They have graciously opened their home to Japanese youths and
adults as well as hosting the special and well-liked “Thanksgiving"
dinner and pool party for the Commission, friends and Japanese
quests. They have built a tea house on their property and have
decorated their pool house in Japanese décor which adds a special

touch to the party atmosphere. Altruistic in nature, John and Kathy ~ gipn,) Friendship Association. (HIFA) . When sharing their home with
also use their artistic abilities to make distinctive gifts for honoring Japanese guests they open what seems to be an American museum
the City of Higashimurayama and the Higashimurayama Interna- — f gpygrk composed of both theirs and acquired art pieces. In ad-
dition to traveling on adult exchange visits to HC , their children
have been ambassadors to Higashimurayama through the student
exchange program.

Their support to the Commission in friendship and attendance at
functions have benefited the members more than they realize . Con-
sequently, it seemed most appropriate for President Joe Gall to
recognize their contributions by presenting John and Kathy with an
inscribed plague commemorating that appreciation.

Below are photos from the Party
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New Years 2008

. The Hahn Family ex-
| perience the Kikachi’s
| Japanese New Year!
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