
 

Community Cat Information 

 
 

 

What is a community cat? 
A community cat is defined by City Code as any homeless or unrestrained cat. They 

are outside, free-roaming cats who may or may not have a caretaker. A caretaker is 

any person who, in accordance with a good faith effort to trap, sterilize, vaccinate and 

return the cat, provides care to a community cat.  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Does the cat need to come to the 

shelter? 
 

The Jackson County Regional Animal Shelter 

accepts cats from Independence city limits and 

unincorporated areas of Jackson County by 

appointment.  Healthy stray cats are not 

accepted into the shelter (See TNR 

Section).  The shelter accepts sick or injured 

cats, cats and kittens that are unable to survive 

on their own, orphaned kittens, and other cats 

in need of our services.  If you have found a 

stray cat, you can call 816-325-7207 (option 2) to 

schedule and appointment. 

 

HELPING 

OUTDOOR CATS 
 

Cats have lived outside and 

thrived in a variety of locations, 

weather conditions, and 

climates. Outdoor cats are well 

adapted to their environments 

and know where to go to find 

food, water, and shelter.  

 

However, if you are concerned 

for outdoor cats, here are some 

ways you can provide extra 

support.  

Get the cat checked for a 

microchip! 
 

Many community cats have an owner or a 

caretaker. You can have a community cat 

scanned for a microchip at a local vet's 

office or at the shelter. You should also 

check the cat for a collar and/or tags. 

 

If you do not have a safe way to transport the 

cat, see the section below about posting on 

social media.   

Provide extra food & water. 
Cats can benefit from extra food and water 

during winter and summer weather. 

Provide them with extra food portions to 

help them conserve energy. You should 

change their food and water daily. In the 

winter months, you can use hand warmers 

or insulated bowls to keep the food and 

water from freezing. The cats do not need 

cold water! Cats can regulate their body 

temperature easily with any temperature 

water.  

 

Make an outdoor shelter. 
Cats can find their own shelter in your 

community, but you can also provide 

additional options where they can sleep, 

relax, warm up, and stay safe. You can 

create an outdoor shelter out of supplies 

you may already have in your home! 

Check out alleycat.org for a DIY video. 

 

Remember: Use straw, not hay. Stray repels 

moisture and provides insulation while hay 

absorbs moisture. 

 

Post On Social Media 
It would not hurt to post your local 

community cats on lost and found 

Facebook groups. We also recommend 

posting the cat on two apps called 

Pawboost and Nextdoor. Here are a list of 

local Facebook groups to post on: 
Lost & Found Pets in Independence Missouri 

Lost & Found Cats in Independence 

Lost/Found Pets KANSAS CITY AREA 

Independence, MO-Lost Dogs, Cats & Pets 

Eastern Jackson County, Missouri Lost Pets 

 

Trap, Neuter, & Release 

(TNR) 
Independence Animal Services offers a 

TNR service for local community cats. This 

is one of the best things you can do for 

community cats in your area. This will help 

prevent future unwanted litters and health 

risks in your area. If you are caring for 

community cats, it is required by city 

ordinance to get them all spayed/neutered. 

The price for TNR services is $20 per cat. Email 

vetclinic@indepmo.org for more info. 

 

Don’t be afraid to ask 

questions. 
 

If there is a cat you are 

concerned about, we invite 

you to call the shelter to 

discuss your options. 

 

Remember, community cats 

are very common and they 

know how to survive and 

thrive on their own.  

 

Animal Shelter: 816-325-7207 

(Option 2) 

Animal Control: 816-325-7205 

 

Rehoming Resources 
If you are wanting to find a 

home for the cat, the easiest 

resource is to post the cat on 

www.adoptapet.com using 

their free online rehoming 

service. Contact the shelter for 

other resources or questions. 
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