Celebrate the holidays with us!
Halloween is over and Thanksgiving will be here before we know it. It's a season of family, traditions, gatherings,
and fun. We are excited to bring back some regional favorites and add a few new options to the calendar for
residents and visitors alike. Here are a few to mark on your calendar.

Best Little Arts and Crafts Show
Join us for the 40th Annual Best Little Arts & Crafts Show this November! With four floors and more than 100
vendors you're sure to check off those last few gifts (or start, no judgement).
The show has no parking or entrance fees. Make your plans to attend on Friday, Nov. 18, from 10A-7P, and
Saturday, Nov. 19, from 10A-6P in the Sermon Community Center. See you soon!
Square Lighting and Santa's Village at Uptown Market
Join us underneath the Pharaoh marque as we kick off the holidays and light the Independence Square at 6 p.m.
on Nov. 18. Local choirs, dance groups and more will be performing.
Once the lights have been turned on, follow Santa as he heads to the Independence Uptown Market, 211 W.
Truman, for Santa's Village. Enjoy treats, music, games, and crafts while the kids share their lists with Santa.

Plan your visit to see the historic homes in full holiday splendor!
The Chicago & Alton Depot, Bingham-Waggoner Estate, and Vaile Mansion will be fully decorated for the holiday
season. Volunteers spend weeks, meticulously decorating each room for our visitors. And you can enjoy all their
hard work beginning on Nov. 25!
The homes are available for pre-arranged tours Monday through Wednesday and are open for drop-in tours
Thursdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sundays from 1 to 4 p.m.
The Chicago & Alton Depot is open on Saturdays and Sundays.
Find all of these events and more at indep.us/visitorcalendar.

Parking on unapproved surfaces
The City of Independence Code Enforcement Division responds to citizen complaints about vehicles parked on
unapproved surfaces. This includes vehicles parked on the grass, gravel, or any other surface not intended or
constructed for the use of vehicles. Gravel driveways installed and maintained prior to 2004 is considered an
approved surface. However, the gravel may not be expanded upon and must consist of gravel only. If you must
mow the gravel, it is not considered maintained and is no longer approved. The property owner and occupant are
sent notification of the violation and given time to correct. Failure to correct the violation may result in tickets
being written to the occupant.
Complaints may be filed online at indep.us/indepnow or by calling 816-325-7193 option 5.

A way to give back this holiday season
Independence residents on fixed incomes may be finding it challenging to meet their monthly obligations as
basic living costs continue to go up. The City of Independence works with regional partners to provide assistance
through the I-Share program, which helps pay for a portion of customer’s electric bill resulting in more money for
other life necessities like food, medicine, and housing expenses.
The I-Share program has been in existence for over 20 years. It is a unique program that assists low-income
families in paying their electric bills with a one-time contribution. Donations from citizens and private sources are
matched dollar-for-dollar by the City of Independence Power and Light Department. The funds are collected by
the Truman Heartland Community Foundation and the program is administered to qualifying families through
Community Services League.
Consider making a financial contribution during this holiday season to help residents of Independence:
I-Share
Truman Heartland Community Foundation
4200 Little Blue Parkway, Suite 340
Independence MO 64057
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