Celebrate National Preparedness Month!
National Preparedness Month is an observance each September to raise awareness about the importance of preparing for
disasters and emergencies that could happen at any time. This year’s theme is, “A Lasting Legacy: the life you’ve built is
worth protecting.”
Locally, the City of Independence Fire Department’s Emergency Preparedness Division is looking forward to sharing all kinds
of information on ways to plan, prepare, build emergency kits, talk to children about disasters and more. We continue to look
for ways to meet with various groups including houses of worship, youth and civic groups, housing associations and more with
the goal of reaching the whole community with information to help Independence become a more prepared and resilient
community.
Activities planned to celebrate National Preparedness Month include Emergency Operations Center Open Houses, activities
at Palmer Senior Center, trivia games that teach basic preparedness steps, school outreach to help kids and their teachers
and capping it all off with a Preparedness Fair on September 24th.

September is Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month
September is National Suicide Awareness Month. Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among people aged 10-34.
Millions of adults and children are affected by mental illness each year. Similar to 911 being available for medical emergency
calls, 988 is now available 24/7 for those experiencing mental health challenges to receive help. When a person calls or texts
988, they will be connected to trained counselors for help. You are not alone.
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is a skills-based training course. It teaches participants how to recognize and respond to signs
of mental health challenges and substance use issues in adults and children. Teachers, coaches, employers, parents, and
hospital and school staff should know MHFA. There are 3 MHFA programs: adult, youth, and teen. For more information on
MHFA, contact the Independence Health Department at (816) 325-7606.

Did You Know?
The City of Independence Code Enforcement Division responds to citizen complaints about open storage. Open storage may
consist of many different items but is primarily identified as items stored outside when the intended use or maintenance of the
item is not conducive to being stored in the elements. This includes, but is not limited to tools, barrels, buckets, vehicle parts
and equipment, appliances, building materials, and furniture not intended for the outdoors. Often when these items are in a
state that use is no longer an option and will be deemed rubbish. The property owner and occupant are sent notification of the
violation and given time to correct. If items remain, the City may remove these items through an abatement. Complaints may
be filed online at indep.us/indepnow or by calling (816) 325-7193 option 5.
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