August is National Water Quality Month
Happy #NationalWaterQualityMonth! We wanted to take this opportunity to highlight the importance of having safe drinking
water and thank our Water Department staff for their help. We are proud of our drinking water and it tastes great too! This is
possible due to the City of Independence’s Water Department diligent work 24/7/365 to ensure water is available and safe to
drink. The water is supplied from 42 wells at the Courtney Bend Water Treatment Plant. It is then softened and disinfected at
the Treatment Plant, ensuring it meets or exceeds all federal and state quality regulations. Over 50,000 tests are performed
annually before, during, and after the treatment process at the certified laboratory. The 2021 City of Independence Consumer
Confidence Report is available and highlights the City’s commitment to safe and high-quality drinking water. You can view a
copy of it here: independencemo.org/ccr.

SantaCaliGon® Days Festival celebrates 50 years!
The long-standing Independence tradition, the SantaCaliGon® Days Festival, has a lot to celebrate! The festival hosted by
the Independence Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by Xfinity will celebrate its 50th Anniversary in 2022. The
annual SantaCaliGon® Days Festival, held Labor Day Weekend, commemorates the origin of the Santa Fe, California, and
Oregon trails in Independence during the country’s great westward expansion by early pioneers. The first SantaCaliGon
Days Festival was held in 1940 to celebrate the unique heritage of the City of Independence as the starting point of the three
trails. A second celebration was held after World War II in 1947. The festival was not held again until 1973.
In 50 years, the festival has evolved into one of the regions premier festivals, drawing more than 300,000 people to celebrate
the end-of-summer over Labor Day weekend in Independence. The region’s oldest and largest FREE festival features
entertainment, delicious food, handcrafted arts and crafts, a world-class carnival and two stages throughout the fun-filled
weekend.
Witness history, enjoy great entertainment by talented performers, check out products created by artists, entrepreneurs, and
craftsmen. It’s a big community party where there is truly something for everyone! For more information about the festival
visit SantaCaliGon.com, like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

Did You Know?
There are many different types of work that require permits that homeowner are often not aware of. This ranges anywhere
from trade work to home additions. Some of the most common types of work that require permits for residential properties are
pools, accessory structures over 120 sq. ft., new and replacement decks, water heaters, electrical upgrades, new HVAC
systems, remodels, repairs, additions, and solar installations. A homeowner can often apply for and do the work themselves if
also currently occupying the property. Contractors hired by the homeowner are required to have current licensing with the
City.
To inquire about permits and contractor licenses please contact the Building Inspections Division by emailing
bpermits@indepmo.org, calling 816-325-7401, or a visit to City Hall.

Looking for a pet?
The Regional Animal Shelter, 21001 E. Hwy 78, has dogs, cats, and other pets looking for a forever home. You can find
adoptable pets at indep.us/adoptablepets. Call 816-325-7207 to set up an appointment to meet adoptable pets.

Found a pet?
Have you asked around your neighborhood? Studies show that most stray animals are found within 1,000 feet from their
home and 85% of them return home on their own. Find more tips at indep.us/foundapet.

Have a donation?
You can drop it off at the shelter during regular business hours.
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