City looks to new mowing policy to treat public areas
Did you know the City maintains 21,632 acres of parks, ballfields, and public right-of-way areas? This is equivalent to
approximately 16,388 football fields. Our 21 staff members mow an area approximately the size of 109 football fields a day, or
545 football fields a week.
To ensure these areas are maintained, the City has implemented a new policy in which Parks|Recreation|Tourism (Parks) staff
are overseeing the mowing of all of these areas. Previously these areas were divided between the Parks Department and
Municipal Services. The consolidation to just Parks is intended to improve process and efficiencies while utilizing technology to
identify problem areas and track maintenance.
The 21,632 acres have been classified into four levels. These levels have a different mowing frequency throughout the
mowing season. The frequency varies from 7-10 days up to 6-8 weeks between maintenance cycles. This takes into
consideration further categories such as City-owned property, rural right-of-way, designated right-of-way mowing along key
arterial roads, and special circumstances.
This is the first mowing policy for the City and while the sheer volume of area to be addressed may seem overwhelming, our
Parks crews have diligently been working through the levels as weather allows since early April and will continue through
October. Parks crews will be evaluating each mowing location throughout this season to ensure that the areas being mowed
conform to the newly implemented mowing policy. If you have an area of concern, please report it through the IndepNow app
or online at indep.us/IndepNow. Click the image above to watch the Council presentation from April 11 on this policy or go to
our YouTube Channel here.

Farmers' Market is back!
Join us for the Independence Farmers' Market regular season beginning Saturday, May 7, from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Find fresh local produce, baked goods, crafts and more!
See a list of vendors here

Help our community
Community Services League in partnership with the City of Independence Utilities Department is sponsoring a
donation drive May 10 from 3:30-6:30 p.m. at the Independence Uptown Market.
Learn more here

Reduce the use of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers
When using pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers more is not necessarily better. Over application of these products can have
negative consequences on the environment including your lawn and aquatic life in nearby streams. Fertilizers can cause
algae blooms, which are unsightly and harmful. Chemicals can runoff your lawn during rainfall events and wash into the
stormwater system. Keep in mind that stormwater is not treated and goes directly into streams.
Ways that you can help:
Apply pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers following the manufactures directions
Avoid applying lawn chemicals to hard surfaces such as driveways, sidewalks, and streets
Test your soil to determine the amount of fertilizer that is needed
Allow proper drying time for liquid chemicals and never use lawn chemicals when rain is expected within a 24-hour
period
Consider compost or natural lawn chemical alternatives
For more information visit: https://bit.ly/3k3GpOR. Remember if it’s on the ground, it is in our water.

Celebrate Historic Preservation Month with these great events:
May 7: Tour Woodlawn Cemetery and discover its lesser-known residents
May 15: Learn more about the Jackson County Historical Society’s plans to restore the 1859 Jail and Marshal’s home
and tour areas of the jail previously closed to the public.
May 18: Join the National Park Service in a presentation about May Wallace, in her own words.
May 21: Take tours of the Pioneer Spring Cabin and Mill Office and learn about plans for the office’s restoration.
May 31: Discover details on the recent Truman Library renovations and get a sneak peek of some of the work. Most
events are free and open to the public.
Full details of the events are listed at indep.us/preservationmonth2022 or call (816) 325-7419 for more information.
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