Be prepared for severe weather
Are you ready for severe weather? The week of March 7 through 11 is Severe Weather Preparedness Week in Missouri.
Independence launched a notification system in 2021. You can receive notifications of emergency weather via text, email or a
phone call. Sign up at indep.us/weatheralerts.
Now is also the time to update your family's emergency plan and supplies. Change out seasonal clothes, update documents
with current information, check expiration dates on food, and update your important records. Learn more about creating a
family plan and emergency kit at ready.gov/plan.

Weatherization and Home Repair Programs Available to help residents
Truman Heritage Habitat for Humanity is partnering with the City of Independence and Spire to provide two income-eligible
programs focused on weatherization and home repair that are open to Independence residents who meet the eligibility
qualifications.
The Independence Home Weatherization Program provides homeowners with services such as: caulking, water heater
replacement, and air conditioner and furnace repair or replacement. Qualifying households must be customers of Spire and
Independence Utilities, and income eligible.
The Independence Home Repair Program also provides the opportunity for Independence homeowners to receive assistance
with home repairs including roof or HVACs repair or replacement, dangerous tree removal, and assistance with building or
repairing ramps. Funding for the Independence Home Repair Program is made possible by the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the City of Independence.
For more information about the Independence Home Weatherization Program and the Independence Home Repair Program,
please call (816) 542-0569 or email Homes@trumanhabitat.org. To learn more about Truman Habitat for Humanity services
for prospective and existing homeowners please visit trumanhabitat.org/our-programs.

March 1 - Mental Health Forum
March 5 - Winter Farmers Market at Independence Uptown Market
March. 7 - City Council Meeting
March 14 - Council Study Session
March 21 - Council Meeting
March 28 - Council Study Session

When do I need a building permit?
A building permit is required for accessory structures over 120 sq. ft. to ensure construction meets building code, and to
protect the safety of the public. These types of structures include sheds, detached garages, and carports. Permit applications
and plans are reviewed to verify construction methods, materials, setbacks from property lines and other structures, building
size, and building use.
An accessory structure permit packet may be obtained from the Building Inspections Division of Community Development by
emailing bpermits@indepmo.org, calling 816-325-7401, or visiting City Hall, 111 E. Maple Ave. The packet will include
application, examples, and construction information to help ease the applicant through the permitting process.
Homeowners who currently own and occupy a property may apply and construct their own structure. Once the permit is
issued a building inspector will conduct inspections through the construction process to confirm the building is constructed per
the approved plans.

Find upcoming COVID-19 Vaccine clinics here
COVID-19 Vaccines are now widely available for adults and youth 5 and older free of charge. Minors under 18 will need a
parent or guardian present at time of vaccination in most cases.
Booster doses of vaccines are now available for individuals 12 and older, depending on the original vaccine received.
Learn more about eligibility, upcoming clinics and more at the link above.

For questions, contact mlewis@indepmo.org.
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