February
Events
Winter Market
Mark your calendars for the
Winter Farmers'
Market at the Independence
Uptown Market,
211 W. Truman Rd. The
Winter Market will occur on
the first Saturday each
month, December through
April. The hours are 9 AM to
1 PM and will take place on
the
following dates.

Protect yourself from scams
There has been an increase in scams related to COVID-19
stimulus checks, vaccines and more in recent months. It is
more important than ever to verify the source of the request
before providing any information.
Below are some of the most common scams related to COVID19:
Unrequested text messages, emails, letters or social
media posts related to stimulus checks
Opportunities to pay a fee to hold a place in a vaccine
line that request access to your bank account or
personal information.
Fake at-home COVID-19 test kits, cures, vaccines, pills
and professional medical advice.
The Internal Revenue Service issued this reminder "Although criminals are constantly changing their tactics,
taxpayers can help protect themselves by acting as the first
line of defense. The best way to avoid falling victim to a scam
is knowing how the IRS communicates with taxpayers. The
IRS does not send unsolicited texts or emails. The IRS does
not call people with threats of jail or lawsuits, nor does it
demand tax payments on gift cards.
The IRS Criminal Investigation Unit continues investigating
hundreds of COVID-19-related cases with law enforcement
agencies domestically and abroad and educating taxpayers
about scams.
COVID-19 scams should be reported to the National Center for
Disaster Fraud (NCDF) Hotline at 1-866-720-5721 or submitted
through the NCDF Web Complaint Form. The NCDF is a
national coordinating agency within the Department of Justice’s
Criminal Division dedicated to improving the detection,
prevention, investigation and prosecution of criminal conduct
related to natural and man-made disasters and other
emergencies.
Taxpayers can also report fraud or theft of their Economic
Impact Payments to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration (TIGTA). Reports can be made online at
TIPS.TIGTA.GOV."

#Foodbox resource returns to
Independence in February
Thanks to the work of Volunteer KC, residents of eastern
Jackson County and Independence will once again have
access to food boxes through the USDA Farmers to Families
food box program. These boxes contain produce and dairy, and
are to be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.

February 6
March 6
April 3
Masks and social distancing
required.

Latest COVID
Information
Looking for information on
regional testing efforts? Want
to be informed when the
Independence Health
Department offers COVID-19
vaccines? Check the City's
COVID-19 resource center
regularly at indep.us/covid19

Important
Numbers
Crime Stoppers Tips
474-8477
Drop-Off Depot/Trash
325-7600
Municipal Court
325-7230
Police NonEmergency
325-7300
Fire NonEmergency
3257123
Report Power Outage
3257550
Utilities Customer Service
325-7930
Weeds, Trash
325-7193

Concern to
report?
Download IndepNow in
the Google Play Store here,
bit.ly/2J7oc0w, or the Apple
App Store here,
apple.co/33zRNca. Or visit
indep.us/actioncenter to start
from your computer today.

No ID or documentation necessary.
Boxes will be distributed at the Independence Athletic
Complex, 17800 Salisbury Rd, beginning at 9 AM each
Saturday in February.
Please enter the parking lot from the east entrance and wait for
instruction. Food boxes will be loaded into the trunk unless
otherwise noted.
To learn more about this event or how to join Volunteer KC,
visit volunteerkc.com. For other regional food resources and
information visit indep.us/covidhelp

Questions about
the Safer
Independence
Guidelines
Do you have questions about the
Safer Independence Guidelines
and the City's current Health
Orders? A detailed list of FAQs
are regularly being updated
at indep.us/saferindepfaqs

Keep Oil and Grease from
Damaging Your Home and
Environment
Residents are asked not to dump cooking grease or oil down
the sink. Pouring cooking oil and grease down the drain can
clog sewer pipes. If your sewer line becomes clogged, it can
back up wastewater into your home. Clogged pipes further
downstream in the sewer system can cause wastewater to
overflow into streets or yards or to back up into other homes.
Excessive amounts of grease and oil can also cause problems
at the wastewater treatment plant and interfere with some of
the processes used to clean up wastewater. Never dump any
oil or grease into a storm drain. Storm water in Independence
receives no treatment. Oil dumped into storm drains can pollute
our local streams.

Looking to stay
informed
Did you know you can register
to receive meeting agendas and
notifications from the City of
Independence boards,
commissions and City Council?
You can also register for the
latest press releases from the
City. Learn more here,
indep.us/communicationssignup

Cooking grease that is solid at room temperature, such as
bacon grease, lard and vegetable shortening, may be placed in
the trash. Small quantities of liquid cooking oil should be
placed in a sealed container with an absorbent material, such
as paper towels, shredded newspaper or rags, and disposed of
in the trash. The reason for using the absorbent material is so
that the oil does not leak out of the garbage truck and cause a
big mess.
Residents can be a big help in protecting homes and the
environment from problems caused by improper disposal of
grease and oil. For more information, call Municipal Services at
(816) 325-7711.

Protect your home from
unexpected electrical surges
The City of Independence Power & Light Department (IPL) offers
surge protection against surges which may enter a home
through electric power lines. A surge is a high voltage current which
can enter a home through the incoming wiring. Electrical surges can
cause damage to electric equipment and appliances, sometimes
making the equipment unusable.
IPL installs a surge protection device, behind the outside electric
meter and leasing it to the homeowner for $4.95 a month. The
device detects surges and redirects them to ground. The surge
protector does not interfere in any way with the power being
supplied to the home or with the metering of the home's electricity
usage.
If you are interested in adding Surge Protection to your home you
can visit our website at Surge Protection - City of Independence,
Missouri for more details.

Questions? Contact mlewis@indepmo.org.
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Honoring the
legacy of Mayor
Reimal
On Friday, Jan. 29, the City of
Independence unveiled the Don
B. Reimal Community Suite at
the Cable Dahmer Arena. The
plaque and event honored the
former Mayor's commitment to
bringing this venue to the City
of Independence and KC Metro
region.

