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A look at Proposition P

I have found the
best way to give
advice to your
children is to find
out what they want
and then advise
them to do it.

"

- Harry S. Truman
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Learn more at:
facebook.com/CityofIndependence
@CityofIndepMO
@cityofindependencemo
indep.us/nextdoor
indep.us/youtube

CityScene is published monthly by the
City Manager’s Office located at 111 East
Maple Avenue, Independence, MO 64050.
For information, call (816) 325-7086.

Citizens will have the opportunity to vote on
Proposition P on August 6, 2019. The City
Council
approved an
ordinance
to place this
decision on
the ballot in
May, which,
if approved,
will collect a
local use tax
for the purpose of supporting operations of
the Regional Animal Shelter and hiring more
police officers.
At this time, there are funds for one year of
operations at the animal shelter. It is estimated
it will cost approximately $1.3 million to run
the shelter each year. If approved, Proposition
P would provide a long-term funding source
for the operations of the shelter minimizing
the funding gap. The Citizen Satisfaction
Survey shows citizens want more police
officers and greater attention to public safety.
To meet the changing needs of the City, it is
estimated at least 30 new officers would be
needed.
If approved, the local use tax revenue would
be split, with 50 percent used to support
shelter services and 50 percent used to hire
additional police officers. Once the level
of funding for the shelter and the police
department are met, the remainder of the
local use tax proceeds will flow into the City
funds in the same manner as the City’s total
local sales tax is allocated. Animal control
services will continue to be funded through
existing general fund revenues. Two separate
citizen-run boards would oversee these funds
and report back to Council on a regular basis.
Many citizens have questions about the

difference between a local sales tax and a
use tax. Local sales tax is collected by “brick
and mortar” retail stores in the City of
Independence. The local use tax is applied to
purchases made from out-of-state vendors
that ship goods to Independence customers.
These out-of-state and online businesses do
not currently collect local sales tax. Local use
tax can only be collected if the vendor has
a physical presence in the State of Missouri.
Online purchases from vendors who do not
have a retail store or distribution center in
the State of Missouri are not subject to local
sales tax or local use tax. If consumers do not
make online purchases, they will never pay a
use tax.
Approximately half of all Missouri cities
already have a local use tax that was approved
by voters. The list includes Kansas City,
Liberty, Excelsior Springs, Gladstone,
Grandview, St. Joseph and Pleasant Valley.
Local sales tax revenues have declined or
become stagnant, which has led municipalities
across the country to look at new forms of
revenue, including the use tax. In fact, this
year, there was a less than 1 percent growth in
local sales tax revenue here in Independence.
In 2018, the State of Missouri reported
$56 million of gross sales delivered to the
City of Independence that were subject to
local use tax. This is estimated to result in
approximately $1.5 million in total local use
tax revenue. The City cannot collect anything
on those sales without the use tax vote.
This trend toward online purchases is only
expected to continue.
Citizens can find their polling place and see a
sample ballot online at jcebmo.org.
For more information on Proposition P, visit
indep.us/usetax.

Reminder: changes coming to CityScene
As we announced in the June CityScene, we
will transition online in August and a print
edition will be mailed in bills quarterly. The
next print edition will be sent in October.
Those who wish to receive a print version
of CityScene can email mlewis@indepmo.
org or call (816) 325-7086. Those who would
like to receive a digital newsletter and other
information from the City can register at
indep.us/email.

We understand CityScene is an important
way to communicate with our citizens
and believe these changes will allow us to
better share information such as up-to-date
notifications of upcoming events, classes,
programs and more happening throughout
the City. And, in the case of an emergency,
we can share details directly with citizens as
well as through traditional media outlets and
social media.

Mark your calendar - August Events
Nature Story Time
Thursdays, 10 & 11 AM
Time for great stories and outside adventures
for youth, ages 3-8 years old, and their adult.
Each event takes place at George Owens
Nature Park, 1601 S. Speck Rd.
For more information call (816) 325-7115.
• Aug. 1: Make Hummingbird Feeders
• Aug. 8: Make Tracks
• Aug. 15: Make Bee Bread
• Aug. 22: Make a Bird Book
• Aug. 29: Make a Trip to Nature's
Grocery Store
Farmers' Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 7 AM -1 PM
The Farmers' Market at the Independence
Uptown Market, 211 W. Truman Rd., is
open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from
June - Oct. Market hours are from 7 a.m. - 1
p.m. Local farmers and growers offer fresh
seasonal fruits and vegetables, jams and jellies,
honey and much more. There is also a wide
array of crafts.

Independence Living History
Saturdays, 10 AM -4 PM
Independence Living History is a free
experiential history program that aims to bring
our history back to life. Step back into the 1800s
and discover historic Independence with a
professional history interpreter as your guide.
Climb aboard the Pioneer Adventures wagon
on the northwest corner of the Truman
Courthouse building every hour from 10-4
on Saturdays for a special tour of historic
Independence.
Summer Concert Series
Aug. 9, 6 PM
See Cadillac Flambe live at 6 p.m. on Friday,
Aug. 9, at the Independence Uptown Market,
211 W. Truman Rd. The concert is free and
open to the public. Food and drink will be
offered for sale inside the venue. This concert
is the final show in a series of monthly
summer concerts
presented by
the City of
Independence
and the
Independence
Chamber of
Commerce.
Drop-Off Depot
Aug. 10, 8 AM - 3 PM
The City's Drop-Off Depot will be open
on Saturday, Aug. 10, weather permitting.
The Drop-Off Depot is open the second
Saturday of each month April-October at
875 Vista Ave. from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. For
updated pricing and other information,
visit indep.us/dropoffdepot.

T

he 47th annual SantaCaliGon
Days Festival returns to the
historic Independence Square this
Labor Day Weekend.
Grab the family and join more than
300,000 festival-goers Aug. 30
through Sept. 2 at the region's largest
and longest-standing four-day
festival.

2019 Festival Hours
Friday, Aug. 30 - Noon to 11 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 31 - 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 1 - 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 2 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Live Music
Main stage entertainment to
be announced. Keep an eye on
SantaCaliGon.com for details.

Carnival
Wade Shows presents excitement
and thrills beginning at 5 p.m. the
Thursday before the festival.

Toddler Town on Tour
Wednesdays, 9-11 AM
Join us as we explore various playgrounds
throughout Independence and work on
an outdoor craft or activity. Ages 2-9 years
old. Parents are required to stay with their
children.
For more information call (816) 325-7115.
• Aug. 7: George Owens Nature Park
1601 S. Speck Rd.
• Aug. 14: Fairmount Park
300 N. Home Ave.
• Aug. 21: McCoy Park
800 N. Bess Truman Pkwy.
• Aug. 28: Country Club Park
2930 S. Norton Ave.

SantaCaliGon Days Festival

Hundreds of Booths
Shop and explore at 500 arts,
crafts, food and commercial
booths.

Main Street 1849
Uptown Flea Market
Aug. 11, 9 AM - 2 PM
Calling vendors and bargain hunters alike:
visit the Uptown Flea Market between 9
a.m. and 2 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 11 at the
Independence Uptown Market. The flea
market takes place on the second Sunday of
each month, 12 months a year.

Step back in time with periodaccurate activities and
entertainment on Main Street.

SantaCaliGon.com
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Dry weather screening
Every year our Water Pollution Control
(WPC) Department teams up with the United
States Geological Survey (USGS) to gather
information about creeks and streams that
run through the city. This year, we will survey
Adair Creek and Rock Creek as well as their
tributaries.
Our teams walk along the creeks looking for
illicit or unauthorized discharges that may harm
the water. These
include waste and
wastewater from
non-stormwater
sources such as
sewer leaks, failing
septic systems or
polluted water
runoff from
businesses or
homes. Not all
discharges are illicit
though. Allowable
discharges include
ground water seeps,
irrigation runoff,
and natural springs.
When the team finds a discharge, it collects
water samples and attempts to trace the
discharge back to the source. Analyzing the
discharge identifies if pollutants are present.
These pollutants include various toxins, heavy
metals, oil and grease, solvents, and bacteria
into creeks and streams. If pollutants are found
at unacceptable levels, enforcement action may

be initiated to prohibit future discharge.
It is important to understand that the City’s
storm sewer system was designed specifically
for stormwater runoff. Only rain should go into
storm drains because they discharge directly to
creeks and streams without any processing at a
wastewater treatment facility. Illicit discharges
can enter the storm sewer system through pipes
connected directly
to the storm
drain, whether
mistakenly or
deliberately; or
through indirect
connections
such as spills or
dumping.
Finding, fixing
and preventing
illicit discharges
helps protect
the water and
the environment
surrounding the
creeks, as well
as public health.
During field investigations, teams also look for
illegal dumping in the creek and alterations to
the creek such as crossings or dams.
For more information about dry weather
screening, visit indep.us/wpc. To learn how you
can participate, please contact Water Pollution
Control at (816) 325-7711.

City takes over operations of Animal Shelter
Following six months of conversations and
negotiations with Jackson County and Great
Plains SPCA, the City of Independence will
take over operations of the Jackson County
Regional Animal Shelter on the evening of
July 15. The shelter will continue to be run
as a no-kill shelter with every effort made to
place adoptable pets with appropriate families.
“Our citizens have
repeatedly told us
animals and their
welfare are important
to them,” Mayor
Eileen Weir said in a
statement announcing
the transition in June.
“We have worked
closely with Jackson
County leaders to
ensure a smooth transition between Great
Plains SPCA, Jackson County and the City of
Independence.”
As part of the transition, Great Plains SPCA
is running an adoptions special through July
14 to decrease the number of animals at the
shelter during the transition period. You can
find the adoptable pets at greatplainsspca.
org/adopt.

The City began the hiring process for the 26
necessary positions in May and has started
to cross-train these individuals to ensure a
smooth transition.
The hours of operation will be the same,
noon to 7 p.m. Wednesday through Friday,
and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
There is a new phone
number for the shelter,
(816)325-7207, which
becomes active on July
16.
Volunteers play an
important role in the
day-to-day operations of
the Shelter, and all those
volunteers interested in
volunteer opportunities
at the Shelter are
encouraged to contact cheinen@indepmo.org
to learn more.
Also, donations will continue to be accepted.
If you are interested in donating unopened
food or toys for the animals, please contact
cheinen@indepmo.org.
Look for more updates and information to
come on the City's website, in the CityScene
and on social media.
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Now accepting Susan
Paxton Block Award
nominations
The City of Independence is seeking
nominations for the annual Susan Paxton
Block Public Service Award. The public
is invited to nominate a City employee,
volunteer or elected official who has
demonstrated outstanding public service,
valor and job performance with leadership
for the Susan Paxton Block Distinguished
Public Service Award.
Nomination forms are due Monday, August
26, and are available from Stephanie Merriott,
a Junior Service League (JSL) past president,
at the front desks of the Sermon Center,
Palmer Center and at the Community
Development counter on the 2nd Floor of
City Hall, and the Chamber of Commerce.
Completed forms should be mailed to the
JSL at 3122 South Crysler, Independence,
MO 64055.
Mrs. Block was a member and past president
of the JSL, and represented the Third
District from 1992 until her death in 1996.
The late Bill Paxton, father of the late
Councilmember Block, established the
award to honor her memory and recognize
individuals who demonstrate excellence while
conducting City business. The award is given
in late September, early October to honor her
birthday which was September 24.
A selection committee, comprised of local
service club presidents, will select the
recipient. Among past recipients of the
award were Ellen Greenberg Jacobs in 2014,
Christina Leakey in 2015, Cindy Friend in
2016, Jennifer Polston in 2017, and Jeff
Nunn in 2018 (pictured below).

The award includes a $1,000 check plus a
sterling silver medallion and a sterling silver
lapel pin. Proceeds come from the memorial
fund established by Paxton.
The award will be announced and presented
to the selected City government employee,
public official or volunteer at the Monday,
September 16, City Council meeting at City
Hall, 111 East Maple. For more information,
call (816) 325-7027.
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2019-2020 Budget Update
On June 17, the Independence City Council
approved the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year Budget.
This ended the Charter mandated 45-day
period in which the Council and public have
the opportunity to review the proposed
budgets and any changes it makes to services
and operations of the City. Below is a
brief overview of some of the main items
approved this year.
Health Insurance:
There will be an 8 percent increase in
premiums for all plan members. A 4 percent
increase will be effective July 1, and an
additional 4 percent increase will occur on
January 1.
There will be no plan design changes for
active employees or pre-65 retirees. The
Stay Well Committee will review the Health
Savings Account concept and make final
recommendations regarding a potential City
contribution for employees currently enrolled
or who choose to enroll in OAP2 (one of
two options offered by the City). More
information will be made available prior to
open enrollment.
The City Council approved the formation
of a special advisory committee to review
potential insurance coverage options for
Medicare-eligible retirees. This committee
will consist of three representatives
selected by the Stay Well Committee,
three representatives selected by the City
Manager, and three retirees who will serve
in an ex-officio capacity. It is the goal of the
committee to make recommendations on or
before October 1, and the City Council will

City7

be presented with a final recommendation
on or before October 14. The committee will
need to identify a solution that results in $1.5
million savings this year and $3 million over a
full fiscal year in order to avoid further budget
reductions. The City spends $19 million
annually on health insurance, 40 percent of
this is for retirees.
Other Budget Items:
The adopted budget does not include the
$1.4 million of new and expanded services
that were originally included in the Submitted
Budget and presented to Council in May.
These would have included items such
as six new sworn officer positions in the
police department, additional funding for
salt for snow removal operations, enhanced
technologies and supplies for property
maintenance code enforcement operations,
and other services that help us further meet
the objectives of Independence for All.
The adopted budget reduces current funding
in the General Fund by $266,000 in order to
meet our Missouri Constitution requirement
of having a balanced budget.
The budget includes funding for the
additional responsibility of assuming
operations of the Regional Animal Shelter for
one year.
In accordance with the recently adopted rate
reductions, the budget reduces the operating
and capital budget for Independence Power &
Light by $5.45 million. This is being achieved
through a combination of salary savings,
operating efficiencies, and reductions in
capital spending.

City of Independence

Government Access Television

City Council Meetings

Live meetings at 6 p.m. on Mondays
9 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
1 p.m. Sundays

Planning Commission Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of month
10 a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays
1 p.m. on Saturdays

Numbers to Remember

Learn more at indep.us/city7.
The City of Independence has an
automated voice-response telephone
system. Call (816)325-7000 and say the
name of the person or the department
you wish to contact.
Adopt-a-Street
325-7602
Barking Dogs
325-7213
Building Permits
325-7401
Business Licenses
325-7079
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Depot/Trash 325-7600
Drugs
325-6272
Graffiti
257-7824

Municipal Court
325-7230
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism
325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 325-7300
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes
325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550
Street Lights
325-7535
Stormwater Pollution 325-7727
Utilities
Customer Service 325-7930
Pay by Phone 325-SERV
Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash
325-7193

Mayor Eileen Weir

(816) 325-7027

City Council Office
(816) 325-7022
Online at indep.us/citycouncil.
Email at citycouncil@indepmo.org.
Councilmembers
John Perkins
Curt Dougherty
Scott Roberson
Tom Van Camp
Karen DeLuccie
Mike Huff
City Manager
Zachary Walker

District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
At-Large
At-Large
(816) 325-7170

Where can I...
Pay my Jackson County property taxes:
Historic Truman Courthouse
112 W Lexington, Suite 114
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232
Apply for a marriage license:
Historic Truman Courthouse
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608
Apply for a business license:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079
Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230
Some tickets may be paid online at
indep.us/paytickets.
For more information on Jackson County
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit
www.indepmo.org.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri.
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.

Call (913) 808-3370 (thru July 15)
Call (816) 325-7207 (after July 16
and after)
Always Spay or Neuter!
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