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Will you accept the #IndepTrashTag
challenge?
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We often hear concerns from citizens related
to trash and debris in parks, along roadways,
in neighborhoods and more. We depend on
citizen reports to help us monitor the 78
square-miles of area the City covers.
"Our codes enforcement officers, park
maintenance workers, and public works
employees work diligently to address litter
and trash along and in our public spaces,"
City Manager Zach Walker said. "But as we
move forward we are asking our citizens to
help. The Trash Tag Challenge is designed
to instill pride in the communities that have
undertaken it, and we hope that there are
many competitive people in our community
who will take up the challenge."
The premise of the Trash Tag Challenge
is simple. Citizens can contact the City's
Parks|Recreation|Tourism (PRT)
Department for suggested park or green space
locations, and PRT will provide gloves and
bags to participants. Once the group is done,
they are asked to leave their bags by trash
receptacles in the park or green space and let
the City know a pick-up is needed. You can
contact the PRT Department at (816) 325-7383.
Citizens can also use the challenge in their
neighborhoods, along their walks and more
(City staff will not pick up trash in these
locations, but it can be placed in household
bins). Share before and after pictures of your
work with the hashtag #IndepTrashTag, and
spread the word by challenging family and
friends to participate. While you are enjoying
the fun, please take precautions and do not

pick up dangerous items.
The City is also working with the
Independence Chamber of Commerce and
Independence School District on the 3rd
Annual Citywide Cleanup. The cleanup is
scheduled for June 1. More details will be
shared as locations and times are finalized.
If citizens have a concern in their area, they
are encouraged to report it on the Action
Center at indep.us/actioncenter. The City
has eight codes enforcement officers who are
regularly traveling throughout neighborhoods
to address potential code violations such as
litter, trash, or brush.
Park maintenance teams are not only mowing
parks, they are also working to keep them
clean and safe. If you see excess trash, broken
equipment or have a safety concern, please
report it as soon as possible on the Action
Center.
Finally, Public Works has two full-time staff
that work to address trash in the right-of-way.
They have filled their truck up to 10 times in a
single day with litter found along the roads.

Did you know you can adopt a
street, park, or greenspace in
Independence?
To adopt a street, visit
indep.us/adoptastreet.
To adopt a park or greenspace,
visit indep.us/adoptapark.

Did you know RideKC Freedom On-Demand
is available to qualifying Independence
residents?
Independence is one of many communities
in the Kansas City Metro that is proud to
participate in the RideKC Freedom OnDemand program. This program offers
another option for eligible riders in our area
with flexible same-day scheduling and 24/7
service. Individuals with disabilities and those
over 65 years of age pay a reduced fare while
other riders pay the regular fare.
Eligible riders can schedule their trip through
the RideKC Freedom On-Demand app (on

Apple or Android devices) or by calling
(816) 842-9070, pressing option 4. Riders
can pay with cash, credit, debit card or
through the app. The mobile app also allows
patrons to track their ride on their phone.
For more info, visit ridekc.org/mobilityservices/ridekc-freedom-ondemand.
Learn more about RideKC IndeBus services
provided in collaboration with the Kansas
City Area Transportation Authority at ridekc.
org.

Mark your calendar - June Events
Independence Wine and Brew Walk
June 14, 6 PM-9 PM
Stroll through the historic Independence
Square while sampling local and regional
wine, brews and spirits at the Independence
Wine and Brew Walk. Must be 21 or older
to participate and must show ID at check-in.
General admission tickets are $25 before June
14 or $30 at the door. For more information,
go to indep.us/wineandbrew2019.
Summer Concert Series
June 21, 7 PM

Farmers' Market
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 7AM-1PM
The Farmers' Market at the Independence
Uptown Market, 211 W. Truman Rd., will
be open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from
June -Oct. Market hours are from 7 a.m. - 1
p.m. Local farmers and growers offer fresh
seasonal fruits and vegetables, jams and jellies,
honey and much more. There is also a wide
array of crafts to choose from during your
visit. Stop by and check them out.
Drop-off Depot
June 8, 8 AM - 3 PM
The City's Drop-Off Depot will be open
on Saturday, June 8, weather permitting.
The Drop-Off Depot is open the second
Saturday of each month March-November
at 875 Vista Ave. from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For more information, visit indep.us/
dropoffdepot.
Family Fitness Day
June 8, 9:30 AM - 2 PM
On June 8, the City of Independence will
celebrate Family Fitness Day at Clothier
Park. The event will serve as a ribboncutting ceremony for Clothier Park as well
as a kickoff event for the City’s Community
Wellness Program. Activities for the day
will include balloon artists, face painting,
family-friendly exercise sessions, and a
healthy lunch for the first 200 people.
Check the PRT Facebook page, facebook.
com/IndependenceParksandRecreation,
for updates. Email questions to ccarper@
indepmo.org.
Uptown Flea Market
June 9, 9 AM - 2 PM
Calling vendors and bargain hunters alike:
Visit the Uptown Flea Market between 9
a.m. and 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 9 at the
Independence Uptown Market. The flea
market takes place on the second Sunday of
each month, 12 months a year.

See Three Infinity live at 7 p.m. on
Friday, June 21, at the Independence
Uptown Market, 211 W. Truman Rd.
The concert is free and open to the
public. Food and drink will be offered
for sale inside the venue. This concert
is the second in a monthly, summer
concert series
presented by
the City of
Independence
and the
Independence
Chamber of
Commerce.
Breakfast and Blooms
June 22, 9 AM-NOON
Enjoy a catered breakfast on the grounds
of the historic Bingham-Waggoner Estate,
313 W. Pacific Ave., followed by gardening
presentations by two local nurseries. Farrand
Farms will demonstrate how to plant a
butterfly garden, and Missouri Wildflower
Nursery will demonstrate how to plant a
prairie garden. Tickets for this event are $20.
Reservations are required and can be made by
calling (816) 461-3491. A tour of the historic
Bingham-Waggoner Estate is included with
your ticket purchase.

Harry & Bess Truman 100th
Wedding Anniversary Celebration
June 28, 6 PM
The Harry S. Truman Presidential Library
and Museum is celebrating Harry and Bess
Truman's platinum wedding anniversary.
Take part in or watch a public vow renewal
ceremony and reception featuring the 135th
Army Band. Couples of all ages are invited to
renew their vows. Anyone may observe the
ceremony and stay to enjoy the reception and
concert. This event is free and open to the
public, but RSVPs are requested.

Looking for more
activities?
In addition to the events in this edition of
CityScene, the City of Independence will
host several events in June that recur at
various times and dates.
These events include Toddler Town on
Tour, Popsicles in the Park and Nature
Story Time.
For more information on these events,
visit indep.us/calendar and the City's
Facebook page at facebook.com/
CityofIndependence.

1859 Jail, Marshal's Home and
Museum 60th Anniversary
June 22, 9AM-NOON
Join the 1859 Jail Museum as it celebrates its
60th anniversary as a museum. The musuem
will offer free admission and extend its
normal operating hours for this event.
FireFest 2019
June 22, 9 AM - 3 PM
FireFest 2019 is set for Saturday, June 22,
at Silverstein Eye Centers Arena, 19100
East Valley View Parkway. FireFest features
fire trucks, classic cars, door prizes, water
displays and more. This free event is
organized by the Independence 76 Fire
Company.

SAVE THE DATE
Independence Day Fireworks
July 3, 5:30 PM
Mark your calendars now for the City of
Independence's celebration of Independence
Day, co-sponsored by the Independence
Missouri Stake of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints. It's more than
just a fireworks show. We'll also have live
entertainment from the band Redhead
Express, concessions and food trucks,
entertainment for children and more. This
event is free and open to the public.
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Spring rains and stormwater quality
Spring brings green grass, budding trees,
and more frequent rain showers and storms.
Here in Independence, all stormwater drains
directly into our creeks and streams without
any treatment. The Water Pollution Control
Department (WPC) works in conjunction
with the United States Geologic Service
(USGS) to monitor and test water quality
in local creeks and streams. Five stations
located throughout the city report real time
data about stream flow, stream depth, rainfall
and temperature. These monitoring stations
also collect samples during storm events,
and WPC conducts additional water quality
testing. Anyone can see current stream
conditions at these sites and other stream
gauges across Missouri on the USGS website
at: bit.ly/2VgeQXG.
Because stormwater is not treated, residents
should be aware of what is going into their
storm drains. You can help keep our streams
clean and safe with these simple steps:
Car Washing
Wash your
car at
commercial
carwashes.
If you wash
your car
at home,
allow the
dirty water
to soak into
the ground
instead of running into the street and down
storm drains.

Pool Draining
Chlorine
helps keep
pools clean
and safe but
is dangerous
to fish and
other aquatic
life. Drain
your pool
into your
yard slowly, allowing the water to soak into
the ground. If you cannot do this, drain the
pool into your sanitary sewer through a floor
drain or cleanout in your home. Draining your
pool into the street or storm drain should be
the last option. Only do this if the pool has
been de-chlorinated or allowed to sit for a
minimum of 3 days without adding chlorine
and then tested to be sure all of the chlorine
is gone.
Pet Waste
Pet waste may not seem like a big concern
because all animals poop. However, in urban
areas, more pets share smaller living spaces
compared to their rural wildlife counterparts.
Pet waste pollutes streams and creeks even if
you do not live next to one. This is because
stormwater breaks down the waste allowing
organic matter and bacteria like E. coli to
enter storm drains. Keeping pet waste out of
our creeks and streams is as easy as picking it
up and throwing it in the trash.
Remember - if it is on the ground, it is in our
water! For more info on stormwater quality,
call Water Pollution Control at (816) 325-7711
or visit indep.us/WPC.

Helpful tips from IPD
The Independence Police Department would
like to share a few tips and reminders to help
keep you safe.
1. Don’t give out your personal information
(Social Security Number, date-of-birth,
bank account, etc.) over the phone
regardless of what agency the person
says they represent. The IRS, Police
Department, credit card companies and
others will not ask for that information
over the phone.
2. Lock your vehicles and remove all items
of value from plain view. Thieves check
for unlocked doors first and then break
windows if they see a purse, bag, or
electronic item they want to steal.
3. Keep your grass, landscaping, and shrubs
cut or trimmed down. Burglars look
for signs that you’re not home such
as tall grass, piles of newspapers, or
overflowing mailboxes. They will hide
behind tall shrubs in front of windows
to conceal their actions.
4. Use blinds or curtains to keep burglars
from seeing in your home. Secure sliding
glass doors and windows with Charlie
bars, sticks, or screws.
5. Always pay attention to your
surroundings when you are out. Keep
your purses, bags, etc. on your person.
Thieves are always looking for easy
targets.
Look for more tips and info from the IPD at
facebook.com/ipdinfo, Twitter @ipdinfo and
on Nextdoor.

My Independence - A Grand Story
Submitted by Mary Jane Tyra
My father was a professional photographer.
He worked for TWA and the House of
Cruiser. But as a young photographer he went
to the Truman Library one day, back when
you could take pictures everywhere, and was
taking pictures. A security guard asked if he
would come with him.
My father followed him to a room in a
different part of the building that was
normally off-limits to the public and
asked him to wait. My father was nervous,
wondering what he had done. A few minutes
later, the door opened and President Truman
entered and introduced himself. He asked if
my father would mind taking a photo for him.
My father said, "I would be happy to." Mr.
Truman lead him to an area where a piano
sat and asked my father to take pictures of
it. My father took several, mind you this was
well before digital cameras, so he shot two
rolls of film to be sure he got something the
President would be happy with. They made an
appointment for two weeks later to view the
photos so Mr. Truman could pick which he

wanted.
My father had a favorite so he enlarged it
just in case the President liked it also. While
looking at the photos the President stopped
at the one my father had enlarged, but had yet

to show the President, and said that is the one
he wanted.
My father reached next to him and pulled out
the enlarged one and showed it to him and
said, "I also liked that one and had it enlarged
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just in case that was the one you picked."
My father took 72 photos of the piano and
the one they both liked was the simplest one
that he took. It is a picture of the keys with
the symbol of the piano in the middle. Instead
of keeping the enlarged photo, President
Truman signed it and handed it back to my
father.
My father would not take payment for the
photos he took, so this is how he was paid.
We still have the photo in the family, and I
still hear my father tell this story every time
someone asks about it. There are no known
copies of the photos he took besides the one
we have. We don't know what the President
did with his copy, the original, or with the
rest of the photos. But as long as one of us
is still alive, it will live in our family and when
the line ends, the picture will come home to
Independence.
Do you have a story to share of
Independence? We are gathering stories from
our citizens of their lives and history here
in Independence. Email them to mlewis@
indepmo.org.
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Councilmembers Dougherty and Perkins Launch
Infrastructure Pilot Program
Councilmembers Curt Dougherty and John
Perkins are taking a new approach to address
the infrastructure needs on the City’s north
side. Dougherty, who represents District 2,
and Perkins, the representative from District
1, have joined forces to promote walkability
and improve the appearance of the public
realm.
The pilot program is along College Avenue
between Frederick and Lakeview, an area
that is heavily used by
pedestrians. The project
scheduled to launch this
summer will include
upgrades to storm and
sanitary sewers, burying
overhead power and
communication lines,
and improved sidewalks,
curbs and gutters.
"This is a new approach
for us this year, rather
than work on small
projects across the City
we are working on a single project in an area,"
Dougherty said. "We believe this will have a
larger positive impact and be a more efficient
method of making the needed improvements.
We look forward to sharing the final results
of this effort later this year with all of our
citizens."
"For years we have approved small projects
across the City, which are often times hard
to see for our citizens," Perkins said. "By
coordinating multiple departments to target
a single area and make all of the updates
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needed at one time, citizens will truly be able
to see the impact these projects have on their
community."
While College Avenue is considered a pilot
project for this targeted approach, other areas
of the community will also see projects this
summer, such as the Englewood Arts District.
“Independence is recognized as a leader in
public procurement and our approach to
public works projects,” City Manager Zach
Walker said. "The Council
has adopted innovative
policies to accelerate
the pace of project
completion and reduce
costs.”
The new approach
earned Independence
2018 Design-Build
Project of the Year by
the Mid-America Region
Design-Build Institute
of America for its
Intersection Improvement Program.
The City Council approved funding the
College Avenue pilot program through
CDBG federal program allocations.
Citizens will be notified of any street or
sidewalk closures as early as possible for
all roadwork. The City will share these on
Facebook, facebook.com/cityofindependence,
Twitter, @CityofIndepMo, and Nextdoor.
Citizens along the impacted streets will also
receive door hangers 24 hours before any
work begins.

City of Independence

Government Access Television

City Council Meetings

Live meetings at 6 p.m. on Mondays
9 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
1 p.m. Sundays

Planning Commission Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of month
10 a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays
1 p.m. on Saturdays

Numbers to Remember

Learn more at indep.us/city7.
The City of Independence has an
automated voice-response telephone
system. Call (816)325-7000 and say the
name of the person or the department
you wish to contact.
Adopt-a-Street
325-7602
Barking Dogs
325-7213
Building Permits
325-7401
Business Licenses
325-7079
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off Depot/Trash 325-7600
Drugs
325-6272
Graffiti
257-7824

Municipal Court
325-7230
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism
325-7208
Police Non-Emergency 325-7300
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes
325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550
Street Lights
325-7535
Stormwater Pollution 325-7727
Utilities
Customer Service 325-7930
Pay by Phone 325-SERV
Payment Assistance 254-4100
Weeds, Trash
325-7193

Mayor Eileen Weir

(816) 325-7027

City Council Office
(816) 325-7022
Online at indep.us/citycouncil.
Email at citycouncil@indepmo.org.
Councilmembers
John Perkins
Curt Dougherty
Scott Roberson
Tom Van Camp
Karen DeLuccie
Mike Huff
City Manager
Zachary Walker

District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
At-Large
At-Large
(816) 325-7170

Weather safety tips

It is severe weather season in the Midwest
and it's important to keep an eye on the
weather when severe storms are in the
forecast. Here are a few tips from the
Independence Fire Department Emergency
Preparedness Division.
1. Have a NOAA weather radio, or
follow weather apps on a phone that
will alert you to incoming watches and
warnings.
2. Have a plan. Know where your family
will go in case of warnings, and wear
sturdy shoes if you have to go to the
basement.
3. As always, it’s a great idea to have a
72-hour kit for each member of your
household.
4. Remember sirens are intended for
outdoor use only. You may not hear
them inside your home.
5. Follow Emergency Preparedness
on Facebook at facebook.com/
indepmoep.
Look for more tips and resources from
Emergency Preparedness online at indep.
us/emergencypreparedness.

Regional Animal Shelter
21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence

Help them find a forever home.
Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri.
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.

Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!
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