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Salmonella Outbreaks 

Salmonella is an organism which can cause 
serious and sometimes fatal infections in young 
children, frail or elderly people, and others with 
weakened immune systems.  Healthy persons 
infected with Salmonella often experience fe-
ver, diarrhea (which may be bloody), nausea, 
vomiting and abdominal pain.   
 
Salmonella Saint Paul 
SunSprout Enterprises, 
Inc., located in Omaha, 
Nebraska,  is initiating a 
voluntary recall of Al-
falfa Sprouts, Onion 
Sprouts, and Gourmet 
Sprouts after being 
linked to an outbreak of 
Salmonella.  These 
sprouts have been sold 
in Kansas City to res-
taurants and   retail 
stores.   
 
Risk factors of interest include eating at sand-
wich restaurants and eating deli meats, sprouts, 
lettuce, and tomatoes.  Consumers with further 
questions may call 402-331-0803. 
 
Salmonella Typhimurium Update  
• Illnesses are still being reported among 

people who ate the recalled brands of pea-
nut butter crackers after the recall. Con-
sumers should avoid eating recalled prod-
ucts. (See consumer recommendations at 
http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/
typhimurium/update.html) 

• Case count is 683 in 46 states with latest 
confirmed, most recent reported illness 

beginning on February 13, 2009. 
• The outbreak is continuing, though the num-

bers of new cases have declined modestly 
since December. Many recently ill persons 
report eating peanut butter and other re-
called peanut-containing products. 

• FDA and CDC are concerned that illness 
will continue to 
occur if people 
eat recalled pea-
nut-containing 
products that are 
still on their 
shelves at home. 
• Consumers 
should check at 
home for recalled 
peanut butter 
containing prod-
ucts and discard 
them. 
• Major na-
tional brands of 

jarred peanut butter found in grocery stores 
are NOT on the Peanut Corporation of 
America (PCA) recall list. 

• Consumers may use the FDA’s online data-
base at www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/
peanutbutterrecall/index.cfm  to see if foods 
are on the recall list. Those without Internet 
access may call 1-800-CDC-INFO 
(available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week) for product recall information 

  
Information obtained from the CDC. 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Help support community efforts to safe-
guard our children all year from child abuse and neglect.   

For more information on child abuse prevention visit the Coalition for Child Safety website at 
www.coalition4childsafety.org/ and the Children’s Trust Fund website at  www.ctf4kids.org/. 



Rotavirus is the most common cause of severe, seasonal 
diarrhea in infants and young children.  
 
Children with a rotavirus infection have fever (often high); 
nausea; frequent, intense vomiting; and watery diarrhea 
(gastroenteritis).  After two days, the fever and vomiting 
usually stop, but the diarrhea can continue for five to seven 
days and sometimes longer. As with all viruses, some rotavi-
rus infections, especially in children and adults who have 
had a prior rotavirus infection, cause few or no symptoms. 
 
Illness transmission is by the fecal-oral route. Rotavirus can 
survive on objects and surfaces in child care centers for long 
periods.  Respiratory transmission also may have a role in 
disease spread.  Transmission within families and institu-

tions is common because of the ease of transmission.  
 
To limit the spread of rotavirus infection 
•  Promote immunization: Rotateq  that is very effective 

in protecting children from rotavirus. TheCDC recom-
mends that infants receive three doses of the oral vac-
cine at two, four, and six months of age. 

• Clean and sanitize toys and surfaces. 
• Follow proper hand washing procedures. 
• Exclude children with rotavirus from childcare centers 

if the stool can not be contained by diapers or toilet use. 
  
Information provided by the California Childcare Health Program 
(CCHP), a program of the University of California, San Francisco 
School of Nursing (UCSF). 

Rotavirus 

Secondhand Smoke Campaign 

The Smoke Free Family KC Campaign is an education campaign 
that targets families with children under the age of five with mes-
sages about keeping smoke away from children in the home and 
the car.   
 
During the April Immunization audits, each childcare center will 
be receiving materials that encourage parents to quit smoking to 
reduce the effects of secondhand smoke on children.  For more 
information, visit www.smokefreefamily kc.org.  
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IMMUNIZATION AUDITS 

 
Audits are here! Please review your immunization 

records prior to the visit so your audit goes as 
smoothly as possible. Centers with 100% compli-

ance on initial audits will be recognized in the June 
newsletter.  

 
Questions? Call Shawnna Jackson at 325-7188 


