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5.A.2.1   Town Center:  The alternatives presented 

 
 

here establish a strong physical community identity 
by focusing Little Blue Valley development on a 
well-defined Town Center.  The Town Center will be 
the key commercial, residential and civic focus for 
eastern Independence and is intended to 
accommodate mixed-use development of detailed, 
high quality architecture, community oriented open 
space and pedestrian friendly streets.  The Town 
Center concept combines a variety of places to 
work, live, shop, play, gather and worship; all linked 
by a convenient, pedestrian-oriented transportation 
network. Because of its importance as a civic focal 
point, the initial development of this center should 
include defined public service facilities and 
gathering places (e.g. post office, community center, 
library, public plaza, park).
 
The design of the Town Center will emphasize 
pedestrian needs in addition to accommodating 
automobiles.  Design elements such as narrow 
streets, shallow building setbacks, pedestrian-scale 
architectural features, and parking located between 
or behind buildings are some of the site planning 
features that will create a pleasing and urban 
environment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5.A.2.2  Residential Villages:  Under each alternative, 
the more intensely developed portions of the study 
area are conceived as a series of residential villages.  
These villages include a mixture of housing types 
(i.e., single-family homes, apartments, condominium, 
assisted living facilities) at a variety of price ranges to 
serve the needs of a diverse mix of families, young 
adults, empty nesters, and seniors.  This housing will 
include both ownership and rental units. 

 
The villages will also include local street networks that 
are well connected and accommodate pedestrian and 
bicycle travel as well as the automobile.  These 
village qualities, especially the pedestrian-oriented 
physical planning and architectural design, will 
distinguish residential development in the Little Blue 
Valley from most other suburban communities in the 
Kansas City area. 
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