
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To contact, please call: (816) 325-7960.  For more information go to: www.independencemo.org/ipd/ 

   POLICE ADMINISTRATION ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

Deputy Chief                     
Operations Support 
Lt. Col. Travis Forbes 

Chief of Police 
Thomas Dailey 

Deputy Chief                     
Field Operations 

Lt. Col. Brad Halsey 

Criminal Investigations 
 Division 

Maj. Ed Turner 

Special Operations 
 Division 

Maj. Terry Storey 

Patrol 
 Division 

Maj. Ken Jarnagin 

Support Services    
Division 

Maj. John Cato 

Administrative  
Services Division 

Maj. Gordon Abraham 

New Hires 
Police Officers: Cameron Ault, Kirsten Baker, Jeffrey Buck, 
Thomas Burchfield, Chad Cox, Daniel King,  Katherine Kelly, 
Raymond Osenbaugh, Brett Schmidli, Kevin Schnell, Jason 
Smith, Luis Virgil, & Dwayne Woldruff. Detention: Joshua       
Habermehl, Michael Mallick, Brett Morris Communications: 
Rhonda Harper, Kimberly McDonald, Travis Motter, Amanda 
Thomas. Records: Erica Johnson, Roxann Stivers, Chief’s Office: 
Kelly Pope Fiscal Management: Sarah A. Tilbury 

Retirements 
Cpt. Dan Cummings, 30 years 

Off. Don Grayson, 20 years              
Sgt. Dave Ison, 35 years 

Dep. Chief. John Main, 37 years 
Maj. Doug Thompson, 34 years 

Cpt. Bill Vaughan, 25 years 

On November 17th, 2013 Officer James Lockard, a patrol officer and  special      
response team member, succumbed to injuries received during a non-duty related 
hunting accident. Officer Lockard was well liked and respected by his peers. This 
unfortunate event brought the Police Department, an  already close-knit group, 
even closer together to mourn the loss of a brother. The community showed great 
support for the department in a time of need. 

In Memory 

The Mission of the Independence Police Department 
• To protect life, individual liberty and property of all people 

within the City of Independence 
• To lower crime and disorder in the community 
• To develop and maintain positive relationships with members 

of the community 
• To foster a positive work environment for police employees 

Connecting with Citizens 
In 2013, IPD stepped up in the social media market.  The Professional Standards Unit, with the direction of the     

Administrative Division Commanders, revamped the department’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ipdinfo). In   
addition to the updated Facebook page, the department also launched a Twitter (www.twitter.com/ipdinfo) and YouTube 
account (www.youtube.com/user/independencepolice). 

The revamped Facebook page, which is now more closely monitored thanks to smart phone technology, has neared 
3,000 followers and adds near-daily posts to share information with the community. Regularly-shared information      
includes department press releases, real-time event notifications, department recognitions and thanks, missing and 
wanted person notifications, and relevant crime prevention stories and tips. The Twitter account has 1,800 followers and 
is used to update the  community and media outlets of newsworthy events.  Our Youtube account currently contains a 
video of the Department’s most wanted criminals and future plans include the 
addition of surveillance videos and recruitment videos. 



Patrol Liaison Officers 
The department has selected eight community liaison 

officers in the Patrol Division.  These officers are      
current members of the patrol division and work       
proactively on crime/disorder issues in addition to their 
patrol duties. These officers work closely with the two 
department COPS (Community Oriented Problem    
Solving) officers to address both neighborhood crime 
and disorder issues as well as CORE (Crime Overview 
Response and Evaluation) related initiatives. The     
liaison officers regularly attend CORE meetings and 
aggressively police areas identified as high crime areas 
through the department’s intelligence-led policing     
program. 

In addition, the liaison officers received training from 
the health department in the area of code enforcement. 
This provides the officer, and effectively the Patrol     
Division, with the ability to immediately post a property 
as “Unsafe to Occupy” due to health concerns or      
serious code violations when code enforcement officers 
are unavailable. The liaison officers received additional 
training in regard to the City’s nuisance abatement   
program. The program, backed by city ordinance, is 
designed to address residents who continually have 
disturbance/disorder issues at their residence wherein 
the police are called.  The program also addresses the     
property owner, if not owner occupied, and holds the     
property owner accountable for the illegal activity at the        
residence as well. This additional training provided to 
the liaison officers gives them the ability to flag the   
address through Dispatch as a nuisance/disorderly 
property. This begins the process of restoring order at 
the residence and to the neighborhood as a whole. 
More than 185 houses were flagged as disorderly in 
2013, and evictions were served on 54 of those flagged 
properties. The development and additional training 
these officers have received has enabled the            
department to be more effective in addressing crime, 
disorder, and quality of life issues facing the residents 
of Independence.                                                                                                                        

Equipment Upgrades 
In 2013, the department made several equipment   

upgrades to better assist the officers in patrol.  The      
addition of new Sig Sauer Rifles, updated Benelli       
Shotguns, uniforms and patrol vehicles have all been  
welcomed upgrades to the Patrol Division.  The Sig Sauer 
Rifles and Benelli Shotguns were  purchased with grant 
monies from the 2010 JAG grant. This will allow for every 
patrol vehicle to have a rifle and shotgun in the vehicle so 
the officers have the necessary equipment on hand when 
responding to high risk calls for service.   

A new 511 utility style uniform was selected for field     
officers after the uniforms were tested and found to be 
more durable, as well as comfortable in hot weather.  In 
addition to the comfort and durability of the new uniform, it 
is also less expensive than the previous uniform worn by 
officers in the field. The new utility style uniform is        
approximately half the price of the previous uniform.   

A change in patrol vehicles was necessary when Ford 
made the decision to terminate the production of the 
Crown Victoria model. As with any upgrade or change in 
equipment, the  various models of  patrol vehicles were 
field tested by the Police Department.  Once all the      
vehicles were tested, the recommendation was to       
transition to the Ford Interceptor police vehicles. In      
addition to the many factors that led to the decision, one 
of the most appealing features of the vehicle is the         
All-Wheel Drive capability. This will certainly assist the      
officers in the winter months. For more information on the 
new police vehicles, go to https://vimeo.com/70430750. 

In early 2009, the Independence Police Department outlined its missions, goals and objectives 
as well as the strategies utilized to meet these objectives. The department aligned the strategies 
into four distinct  priorities: Crime Overview Response and Evaluation (C.O.R.E.), Technology, 
Staffing and Equipment & Facilities.  

Awards and Recognition 
Award Committee Awards: 

Certificate of Commendation: Det. Mark Evans, Det. Seth 
Bosch, PO Chris Youtsey, and PO Ronnie Baltzer.  
Life Saving: PO JT Hand, PO Tyler Duke, PO Patrick Shaw, 
Sgt. John Passiglia, Sgt. Eric Onstott, and Rec. Dustin 
Stewart.  
Meritorious Service: Det. Mark Evans   
Distinguished Service: PO Brock Kelly and PO Daniel King.  

 

City Employee of the Month:  
January: Administrative Specialist Amy Roberts 
May: Forensic Chemist Kristen McCannon  
August: DARE Officer Tim Blom  
 

In 2013, Police Department employees were the        
recipients of numerous other awards and recognitions. The 
IPD   was awarded the "Outstanding Agency of the Year" 
award by Missouri Special Olympics for Officer Sean      
Allwood’s efforts in supporting the 2013 Law Enforcement 
Torch Run for Special Olympics.  

Records Unit employee Kimberly Bailey was awarded 
the Susie Paxton Block Award for excellence in city       
government. Detective Christopher Burris was awarded the 
Thomas R. Meyer Award for his work in providing police 
assistance to the homeless. Officers Brock Kelley and 
Christopher Youtsey were awarded the Metro Chief’s Gold 
Award for Valor for their apprehension of a dangerous 
armed criminal. Officer David Abraham was awarded the 
Crisis Intervention Team Officer of the Year award for his 
work with a suicidal individual and his family. 

Technology Upgrades and 
Modifications Increase Effectiveness 

The Independence Police communications system       
upgraded to an 800 MHz radio platform to increase        
communication capabilities with other law enforcement 
agencies throughout the metropolitan area who have also 
upgraded to the new system. The coalition of agencies were 
organized through the Mid-America Regional Council into 
the Mid America Regional Radio System (MARRS). The 
three host agencies for MARRS are the City of Independ-
ence, MO, Johnson County, KS,  and  the City of Kansas 
City, MO. MARRS allows public safety personnel to respond 
to emergencies more efficiently by unifying the radio  system 
across boundaries. The member communities and agencies 
share costs while improving public safety and emergency 
response across the region.  

Mobile Data Terminal (MDT) software updates were     
performed on all of the in-car computers in the Police        
Department’s vehicle fleet. The updates made important 
improvements with in-car report writing accessibility, as well 
as information sharing between the patrol officers and     
dispatch center. In addition, IPD was able to obtain a grant 
through the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation to 
purchase all of the Aegis Law Enforcement Mobile Unit   
Software for Mobile Messaging and in-car mapping. With the 
new mapping software, when a call for service is entered 
and sent out to the mobile data terminals, the mapping   
software will show the call location on a map in the patrol 
vehicle. This enables the officer to be quickly routed to the 
call. This    software has shown to significantly reduce     
response times to calls and increase the possibility of saving  
lives.  

The Automated Vehicle Locate (AVL) system in the      
vehicles provides officers and dispatchers with the location 
of other units.  The AVL thus allows the closest units to be  
dispatched to the emergency calls and provides the exact 
location for officers in need of immediate assistance.   

Children’s Services Move to Police Building 
The Independence Police Department has partnered with 
the Jackson County Children’s Division of Social Services 
to jointly investigate incidents of child abuse and child    
neglect.  To increase the safety and protection of victimized 
children, IPD has provided offices and equipment for two 
social workers to be officed in the Police Building’s         
Investigations Division to insure timely discussion and    
action can be taken regarding critical and sensitive cases. 
The partnership and proximity of the two agencies has 
greatly enhanced the abilities of both to reconcile the differ-
ences between individual agency policies. In addition, it has     
reduced the time spent on procedure, allowing for more 
time to be spent toward protecting children, investigation 
and case submission.  The social workers have said the 
move has  improved their work and given them a new level 
of respect for the Independence Police Department. 

Fight to Reduce Metal Thefts Leads to New City Ordinance 
In response to the increased amount of thefts and burglaries in search of valuable scrap metals, the Independence Police    
Department  researched and drafted revisions to the City Code regulating permitting and reporting requirements for secondary 
metal recyclers.  The proposed changes were designed to strengthen control of sales transactions by secondary metal         
recyclers by making it more difficult to sell stolen metal.  The theory is to deprive thieves of the ability to make money by selling 
stolen metals to recyclers and thus reducing the level of crime used to steal the metals. 

The leading problem facing law enforcement efforts in combating the theft of stolen recyclable metal is identifying the criminals 
who   repeatedly vandalize and steal from the citizens. The amended City Code will allow city officials to identify criminals who 
recycle the illegal items. Many recycling offenses will not meet the state statute requirements, so the city must fill this gap to 
assist in protecting citizens’ property. This law will help expose criminals and hold recyclers accountable for honest and fair 
business practices. The primary recyclers who will be affected by passing the ordinance to revise the City Code have been  
contacted and support the change. 

Metro Wide K-2 Eradication Initiative  
After several news reports about children and young people 

throughout the Midwest and Kansas City Metropolitan area   
being injured and dying from a very dangerous drug called K-2, 
the Police Department began a 10-month investigation to      
develop a strategy leading to the removal of much of it from the 
entire metro area. The investigation revealed most of the drug 
was being shipped into the U. S. from places like Asia, so     
Independence Police contacted the Jackson County Drug Task 
Force to assist with the investigation. Before long more than 20 
local, state and federal law enforcement agencies joined the 
investigative team which culminated in a large   warrant sweep 
throughout the Midwest on October 22, 2013.  The results of the 
warrant sweep resulted in more than $12.53 million worth of 
illegal drugs taken off the streets. This also led to the        
amendment of the City’s Unified Development Ordinance which 
limits the type of tobacco/convenience stores that have been 
caught selling the illegal K-2 substance in Independence.   

Category 2011 2012 *2013 

Part 1 Violent Crime Totals  (UCR) 500 503 544 

Part 1 Property Crime Totals  (UCR) 6691 6570 7138 

Drug Unit Case Totals 589 550 585 

Traffic Accidents (Property Damage) 1629 1465 1391 

Traffic Accidents (Fatality/Injury) 5 / 830 9/738 7/718 

DWI Arrests (City/State) 310/103 221/117 202/62 

Crime Statistics 2011-2013 

 *UCR numbers for 2013 are preliminary and are not certified until April 2014. 


