
 
Independence Missouri Police Department 

Citizen’s Police Academy Application 
 

What is the Citizen’s Police Academy? 
In 1992 the Independence Police Department implemented the “Citizen’s Police Academy”.  The 
academy was developed in an effort to inform and educate members of the community on the inner 
workings of their police department, while building on an already solid relationship with the community.  
The Citizen’s Academy offers participants a front row seat, provided directly from the officers serving 
their community, at the internal workings, goals and values of the Independence Police 
Department.  Participants in each session commit to meeting for three hours on Thursday evening each 
week, for ten weeks, to learn about each aspect of the department.     
 
What is the purpose of the Citizen’s Police Academy? 
First and foremost, the purpose and goal of the Citizen’s Police Academy is simply understanding.  It is 
the police department’s desire that every member of the academy develop a better understanding of the 
goals of the police department as well as the challenges that face the department on a day-to-day basis.  
The citizen’s police academy will provide class members with an inside look at each unit within the 
department, operation of the individual units and the duties performed by the members of these units.  
Academy members will not only receive instruction in a classroom type setting, they will also participate 
in actual hands-on practical exercises. This “first hand” look offers citizens the opportunity to see these 
challenges for themselves, gain an appreciation and understanding of the issues facing the police 
department, and even offer their own suggestions and advice for a possible resolution.    
 
Who presents the classes at the Academy? 

Instructors are officers and civilian personnel from the various specialized units within the police 
department.  These instructors present materials and demonstration from their various fields of expertise. 
The academy is coordinated through the department’s Community Services Unit. 
 
What topics are covered in the academy? 
History of the Police Department    Community Services Unit 
Uniformed Patrol Division     Investigations Unit 
Traffic Unit      Drug Enforcement Unit 
Special Weapons And Tactics Unit (SWAT)   K-9 Unit 
Crime Scene Unit      Explosives Ordinance Device Unit (Bomb Unit) 
Communications Unit (Dispatch)    Firearms Safety and Education (Range Exercise) 
Fire Arms Training Simulation     Police Ride-A-Long program  
(instruction/hands on shoot/don’t shoot scenarios)  (participate in ride-a-long with an officer)  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ø Your application must be completed fully and either returned to the Police Department’s 
Information Desk (Central Police Headquarters at 223 N. Memorial Drive) or can be mailed to the 
address. You will be notified if you are selected to participate. The classes are limited to 25 positions and 
will be afforded in the order we receive completed applications from qualified candidates. 
 
Full Legal Name (Last, First, Middle)______________________________________________ 

Date of Birth ________________        Social Security Number ____________________ 

Current Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone ____________________________         Work Phone 

_______________________________ 

Current Employer ___________________________    Occupation 

______________________________ 

Business Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Driver’s License Number ___________________________ 

Why do you want to attend the Citizens’ Academy? 

 

 

 

 
Have you ever been arrested/convicted of a crime? If so, explain. 

 

 

 

 
 
Ø A criminal history check will be conducted on each applicant before they can be accepted into the 
academy. Applicants cannot have had any felony convictions, DWI’s, or Drug convictions in the last five 
years. I authorize the Independence Police Department to conduct a criminal history check. 
 
Applicant’s Signature ____________________________________________ Date ________________ 
 
Mail To:          Contact:  
Independence, MO Police Dept.      Officer Billy Pope 
Attn: Citizen’s Academy Coordinator (Officer B. Pope)    bpope@indepmo.org 
223 N Memorial Drive, Independence, Mo 64050     (816) 325-7645  


