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 Introduction

Since its establishment in 1974 the Truman Heritage District, its historic buildings, and the valuable landscape that exists throughout
have continually been recognized as among the most significant elements in Independence history.  Protecting and preserving the
irreplaceable character of the Truman Heritage District has become a City, State and National effort, which in turn has resulted in:  the
creation of the Independence Heritage Commission, the development and revision of a city-wide Historic Preservation Ordinance, and
the initiation of a design review process.

The design review process calls for the evaluation and approval of all public and private projects that could have an impact on the
integrity of the Truman Heritage District, for example: demolition, new construction, rehabilitation and even some minor alterations to
the buildings and landscape within the district boundaries.  The process applies to owners of all types of properties including institu-
tional, commercial, religious and residential.  When used effectively, the design review process is the best way for partners in our
community to preserve the integrity of Independence landmarks and historic districts.  In an effort to enhance the efficiency and the
effectiveness of project review, the Independence Heritage Commission has called for the development of a Truman Heritage District
Design Guidelines Manual to be made available for use by property owners, preservation staff, the Heritage Commission, and other
interested parties.

A design guidelines manual is a set of written standards intended for use by property owners, residents, city planners and preserva-
tion commissions when planning rehabilitation and redevelopment projects in designated historic areas.  The guidelines identify those
characteristics that are unique to the Truman Heritage District and should therefore be preserved during rehabilitation, and respected
when new construction or demolition is being proposed.  In addition, they address those design elements to be given consideration
during the project planning and review process.  Written in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation,
the national model for appropriate treatment of historic buildings, these guidelines are designed to give you a better understanding of
how and why rehabilitation standards apply during the design review process

The responsibility of maintaining the unique character of a historic property during modern times is a challenging one.  Recognizing
the needs and life-styles of those who own and live in historic buildings, this manual can assist property owners and preservationists
in making renovations that are both sympathetic to the historic character of your property, and convenient for you.  Most importantly,
the sensitive application of these guidelines will help to preserve and enhance the distinctive elements of the Truman era, and the
features that first attracted you to this significant historic district of Independence.
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The following list of questions and answers is intended to give you a basic understanding of the Independence Historic
Preservation Program and what it means to be a owner/resident of property that is located within the Truman Heritage
District.

WHAT IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION?

Generally speaking, historic preservation is the act of saving historic buildings, structures, sites and objects from destruction
or deterioration, as well as, providing for their continued use by means of restoration, rehabilitation or adaptive reuse.

WHAT MAKES A PROPERTY HISTORIC?

Generally, to be considered Historic, a building or site must be at least 50 years old; be intact in terms of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and be associated with:

•  events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history;
•  lives of persons significant in our past;
•  distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style or method of construction, or the work of a master; or
•  have yielded, or be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

WHY DOES INDEPENDENCE HAVE A HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM?

The purpose of our historic preservation program is to preserve, conserve, and maintain the aesthetic and historical resources
of the city and to improve the quality of the city’s environment through preservation, conservation and maintenance of neigh-
borhoods that constitute or reflect distinctive features or the architectural, cultural, political, economic, or social history of
Independence.

Independence has had a preservation program since 1973.  Through this program the City has designated the Truman Heri-
tage District which includes most of the Truman National Historic Landmark District, and the Truman Home National Historic
Site.  There are currently 21 other individual properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Additionally,  with the
1997 revisions to the Independence Historic Preservation Ordinance, individually owned properties can now be designated as
Local Historic Landmarks.

 Informational Guide
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WHY DOES INDEPENDENCE HAVE A HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM? (CONT.)

Independence is one of 19 Certified Local Governments in Missouri, which are responsible for assisting the State Historic
Preservation Office in meeting preservation requirements at the local level.

WHAT IS THE HERITAGE COMMISSION?

The Heritage Commission is created by Article 30, Chapter 1 of the City Code to carry out the responsibilities of the preserva-
tion ordinance.  The Commission is made up of 11 members:  9 that are appointed and approved by City Council, the Director
of the Harry S Truman Library (or a designated representatives), and the Superintendent of the Harry S Truman National
Historic Site (or a designated representatives).  Appointed members must meet certain requirements to be eligible to serve on
the Heritage Commission:  3 must meet Federal criteria as preservation professionals; 1 must be an owner/resident of a
designated historic property; and all must have a demonstrated knowledge of, or previous participation in, the field of local
history and preservation.

WHAT IS LOCAL DESIGNATION

Under Article 30, properties that are determined to be architecturally and historically significant may be designated by ordi-
nance of the City Council as Historic Landmarks, for individual properties; Historic Districts, for qualified areas containing one
or more significant properties; or Conservation Districts, for areas adjacent to Historic Districts that possess significance as
part of the heritage of the City, but does not necessarily qualify for designation as a Historic District.

WHAT DOES LOCAL DESIGNATION MEAN FOR OWNERS OF DESIGNATED PROPERTIES?

Owners of designated properties are required to have approval from the Heritage Commission prior to beginning projects that
will affect the exterior appearance of the property.  In exchange, owners of designated properties can expect to benefit from
stabilized property values, and tend to see values increase more than undesignated areas.

WHAT ARE THE OTHER BENEFITS OF LOCAL DESIGNATION?

Properties that are designated as Landmarks, as part of a Conservation District, or as part of a Historic District are given
priority for City preservation and rehabilitation incentive programs.  Locally designated Landmarks and Historic Districts are
also pre-qualified for State and Federal incentive programs that are offered to properties eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places.  Additionally, because designated properties often serve as attractions that work to enhance our
City’s tourist base, special incentives will likely be initiated from time-to-time for the benefit of these properties.

 Informational Guide (cont.)
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HOW ARE PROPERTIES NOMINATED FOR LOCAL DESIGNATION?

Nominations for designation are made to the Heritage Commission on approved forms, and may be submitted by a member
of the Heritage Commission, the owner of the property, the City Council, or any other person or organization.  In order to
proceed with designation, the nominating party must have the consent of the property owner(s) for individual buildings, and the
consent of the owners of 51% of the square footage for a district.  The Heritage Commission shall hold a public hearing within
60 days of receipt of a completed nomination.  Proper public notice of the hearing shall be given, the property posted, and the
owners provided written notice of the consideration for designation.  The Commission shall adopt a resolution recommending
approval or denial of the designation, which will be forwarded to the Planning Commission along with the written report.

The Planning Commission shall act on the recommendation of the Heritage Commission within 30 days by holding a public
hearing and adopting by resolution an approval or denial of the recommendation of the Heritage Commission.  The Planning
Commission will also prepare a proposed amendment to the Zoning District Map to provide the appropriate overlay designa-
tion (HL for Landmarks, HD for Historic District, and HC for Conservation District)  This overlay does not effect existing zoning
classifications.  The resolution and proposed amendment to the Zoning District Map shall be forwarded to the City Council.
The City Council shall act within 60 days of receipt of the recommendation from the Heritage and Planning Commissions, hold
a public hearing, and approve or disapprove the proposed designation ordinance and overlay amendment to the Zoning District
Map.

HOW DOES A LOCAL DESIGNATION PROTECT HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS?

Because designated properties are reviewed to ensure appropriateness of repairs and additions, they tend to hold or increase
in property value.  Properties in designated Historic Districts become desirable neighborhoods and often see dramatic stabili-
zation of value, even in areas of deterioration.  Properties listed for sell in designated districts tend to move more quickly than
similar properties in undesignated districts.

HOW LONG DOES THE DESIGNATION PROCESS TAKE?

During the designation process, the Heritage Commission, the Planning Commission, and the City Council are each required
to hold a separate public hearing to provide for adequate public input on the proposed designation.  Because of the public
hearing requirements, and the research that is normally required to prepare a nomination form, the average designation
process will take a minimum of 6 months for individual Landmarks, and 12-18 months for Districts.

 Informational Guide (cont.)

4Truman Heritage District Design Guidelines



History of the Truman Neighborhood

Truman Heritage District Design Guidelines



History of the Truman Neighborhood
“I tried never to forget who I was and where I’d come from and where I was going back to.”—Harry S Truman

Harry S Truman’s Midwestern, small-town values came from both family and community influences.  His roots were strong, guiding him
as President of the most powerful nation in the free world; then pulling him back to Independence, and the quaint little neighborhood that
he called home.  His neighborhood walks and friendliness are legendary.  The neighborhood houses, streets, sidewalks, and setting all
continue to tell the story of “the man from Independence”.

The 1972 designation of the Harry S Truman National Historic Landmark District was the first recognition to honor the national signifi-
cance of Truman’s neighborhood.  His community was described as “…the physical nucleus of both his personal and his long and
influential political life.”  It was the protection of this legacy that was sought by the City of Independence in 1974 when it established a
Truman Heritage District; with the stated purpose to preserve the neighborhood as a turn-of-the-century Midwestern residential commu-
nity of spacious, free-standing homes and residentially related institutions, that are situated in open yards, and that retain the character
of their historic landscaping.  Although the integrity of the Heritage District has suffered in the past, at the hand of political pressures and

inconsistent public policy, the intent of the Historic District designa-
tion still remains the same; that is to preserve the historic character
of the neighborhood.

The evolution of the Truman neighborhood as a residential suburb,
situated just to the west of Old Town Independence began in 1847
with the platting of the first subdivision.  J.F. Moore’s Addition to Inde-
pendence included 18 lots bound between Tanyard Road (now Tru-
man Road) on the North, Union on the West, Lexington Avenue on
the South, and Lots 38 & 39 of Old Town Independence (current loca-
tion of the First Presbyterian Church and Palmer Jr. High School) on
the East.  In 1852 J.F. McCauley’s Addition was platted north of Tanyard
between Hickman Street (now Waldo Avenue) on the West and Farmer
on the East.  It was at this time that Delaware Street was drawn to the
map and began to evolve as the centerpiece of the Truman Neighbor-
hood.

5

Truman Home
219 N. Delaware, c. 1887
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History of the Truman Neighborhood (cont.)
Due to troubled times leading up to and following the Civil War, growth during the 1850’s and 1860’s was slow.  During the era of
reconstruction (c. 1865-1880) the Truman Neighborhood finally began to experience widespread growth.  Neighborhood churches were
erected along Delaware and Rock (now Maple) Streets, adding to the suburban flavor of the neighborhood; and notable residences,
including the Gates-Wallace house (now known as the Truman Home), were constructed by those who were able to rebuild their
fortunes.
Between 1880 and 1890 Independence experienced a building boom that resulted in the platting of eleven major subdivisions within the
area that is now referred to as the Truman neighborhood. The finest of Victorian mansions were constructed for some of the most
wealthy and influential families in all of Independence; and earlier estates like the Truman Home were remodeled to stay in keeping with
the styles of the time.  As in other progressive cities across the country, architectural styles including Queen Anne, Italianate, and Second
Empire became the trend throughout the neighborhood; and where new construction was not feasible or budgets were limited, property
owners often embellished smaller vernacular homes with ornamental detailing borrowed from the stylish homes of their neighbors.   The
suburban quality of the area continued to flourish during this period with the construction of two more neighborhood churches.  Both
Victorian in design, the First Presbyterian Church (100 N. Pleasant Street) was built in 1888 and the First Baptist Church (500 W. Truman
Road, then Blue Avenue) in 1894.
Following the turn-of-the-century Independence’s prosperity began to spread
to a larger segment of the population resulting in the construction of more
working class houses.  Within the Truman Neighborhood previously undevel-
oped additions boasted with new American Foursquare and Colonial Revival
homes, larger lots were being subdivided, and stately homes were demol-
ished to make way for the construction of smaller, more practical houses.  By
1915 the Craftsman Style Bungalow was gaining in popularity, a trend that
would continue throughout the 1930’s; and once again homeowners borrowed
from their neighbors, this time modifying their Victorian houses with crafts-
man Style porches, modern siding and new windows and doors.  The city’s
increasing population brought new demands for multiple unit housing that
offered all the modern amenities, the convenience of a location near town,
and easy access to public transportation.  To meet these new demands,
many of the larger homes in the neighborhood were converted to rooming
houses, and by 1930 three modern apartment buildings had been built along
Maple Avenue and Van Horn Road (now Truman Road).

6

First Presbyterian
Church 100 N. Pleasant,
c. 1888
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 History of the Truman Neighborhood (cont.)

The introduction of institutional buildings to the neighborhood began in 1901 with the con-
struction of Central High School at the northwest corner of Maple Avenue and Pleasant
Street.  Central was replaced by Chrisman High School (located on West Maple near
Union) in 1918 and became the Junior High; and in 1919 a public library was built directly to
the north on the corner of Pleasant and Van Horn Road.  In 1926 two nineteenth century
homesteads were demolished to make way for the construction of a number of filling/
service stations at the southeast corner of the neighborhood, clinching the transition of this
once suburban setting to a more urban appearance.  Slowly but surely, the City’s commer-
cial growth had finally reached the eastern edge of the Truman neighborhood.

The final years of the Truman legacy had perhaps the greatest influence on the development of the neighborhood.  The construction of
Truman’s Presidential Library on the northern edge and City Urban Renewal Projects, including the demolition of over 200 city-lots of
historic African-American housing (location of the McCoy Park) and the creation of the curvilinear “Bess Truman Parkway”, have dramati-
cally changed the historic character of the region.  Although many historic resources were sacrificed in the process, it should be acknowl-
edged that these changes have since gained historic significance in their own right because of their connection to the final years of
Truman’s legacy, and are now
considered to be contributing el-
ements within the Truman Heri-
tage District.

7

Harry S Truman Presidential Library
U.S. 24 Hwy & Delaware, c. 1957

Wm. Chrisman Senior High School
719 W. Maple, c. 1926
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Architectural Style in the Truman Neighborhood

Preserving Truman’s heritage by preserving the character of his legendary, turn-of-the-century, Midwestern neighborhood
begins with understanding the significance of its historic architecture.  The quality and diversity of the buildings concentrated
within the Truman District have been identified as defining elements of the area, both as the Harry S Truman National Historic
Landmark District and the locally designated Truman Heritage District.  Maintaining the integrity of this historic architecture, both
individually and as a whole, is key to maintaining the integrity of the entire neighborhood.

The following list identifies those architectural styles most frequently represented in the Truman neighborhood, and the period in
history during which these styles were most popular.  The discussion of each style is meant to provide a brief historical sketch
and to serve as a general guide for determining the built history of your property.  Familiarity with the defining characteristics of
each style will help property owners understand what design and material considerations are appropriate for a particular home
or building based on its individual historic character.

Unfortunately, not every structure will fall neatly into one of the identified architectural style types.  Historically it has been com-
monplace for a house’s design to change along with the current fashion, and to hide or alter the predominant architectural style
of older homes and buildings.  Sometimes the only indications of a building’s original style are in the floor plan, roof type, and
minor decorative detailing.  Sometimes elements of two or more styles have been combined, either originally or over a period of
time, resulting in a confusing combination of architectural designs.  If you find that you require additional help to identify the style
of your historic home or building, City Historic Preservation Staff are available to assist you.



Originating in England during the 18th century, the Italianate style belongs to a period in architectural history known as the
Picturesque Movement.  The primary focus of this movement was the creation of  buildings and landscapes that enjoyed a
certain artistic or picture-like quality.  Italian  farmhouses and country villas served as models for the movement, favored for
their traditional display of square towers, rounded arch windows, low pitched roofs, and decorative eave brackets and
cornice ornamentation.  Largely popularized by the influential pattern books of Andrew Jackson Downey, by the mid-
nineteenth century the Italianate style had become a fashionable residential and commercial style in America.  In the
Truman Heritage District many property owners discovered  that these stylish, Italianate designs could easily be modified
and adapted to suit their own personal tastes and construction budgets.  A wide-range of interpretations of the Italianate
style still exists throughout the neighborhood.

Architectural Style (cont.)
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304 N. Delaware, c. 1853

Defining Characteristics
•  Low-pitched, hipped roofs  with wide
    eave overhangs
•  Ornamental cornice and eave brackets
•  Tall, narrow windows, commonly arched
    or curved at the top
•  Decorative lintels above windows and
    doors
•  Simple one story porches,
•  Sometimes a square cupola or tower

Italianate
(1850-1885)
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The Queen Anne style first reached America in the mid 1870s.   Inspired by the late medieval manor houses of 15th, 16th
and 17th century England, the first American interpretations of the Queen Anne used half-timbering and patterned masonry
in the English Tudor tradition.  By the 1880s however, the influence of American spindle work was dominating Queen Anne
design.  Pattern books and railroad delivery of pre-cut ornamental details were responsible for popularizing the style
through the turn-of-the-century.  A period of free-classic adaptation in the 1890’s revived the use of classical detailing,  and
wall surfaces began to take on smoother appearances that used fewer types of materials and less pattern work.  The
Victorian era experienced during the late 1800s brought times of great prosperity to many parts of the country.  A large
number of spectacular Queen Anne homes were constructed in Independence, giving it the name of “the Royal Suburb” (to
Kansas City).  Some of the most notable examples that have survived are located within the Truman Neighborhood.

Queen Anne
(1880-1910)

9

  Architectural Style (cont.)

Defining Characteristics
•  Asymmetrical facades and irregular
   floor-plans
•  Steeply pitched, complex roof
   configuration, usually with front-
   facing gable
•  Decorative wall surfaces created
   with patterned shingles & masonry
•  Bay windows, towers, overhangs
   and wall projections used to avoid
   smooth wall surfaces
•  Extensive one-story porches that
   usually wrap around at least one
   side wall
•  Stained and leaded glass windows

510 N. Delaware, c. 1885
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  Architectural Style (cont.)

Truman Heritage District Design Guidelines  10

The American Foursquare developed as a popular house design during the post-Victorian era that began c. 1905.  This
period in architectural history, which was popularized by Frank Lloyd Wright and a group of Chicago architects known as
the Prairie School, is characterized by an appreciation for simplicity, functionality and economy of building.  The Four-
square, which is the most common vernacular form of the Prairie Style, was designed to appeal to the practical but stylish
tastes of middle-class homeowners.  In the Truman Neighborhood, the popularity experienced by the American Foursquare
style just after the turn-of-the-century is evident.  Existing examples range from modest, unadorned frame boxes; to more
elaborate interpretations like the “Kansas City Shirtwaist”, which used brick or stone cladding on the first story and wood
shingles or clapboard on the second.

American Foursquare
(1905-1920)

618 N. Union, c. 1905

•  Boxlike, two-story rectangular plan
•  Hipped roof with wide-eave over
   hangs
•  Front-facing dormer usually incor-
   porated into roof structure
•  Full-width, one-story front porch
   supported by simple round columns
   or square posts
•  Upper and lower stories usually
   clad with different types of materials

Defining Characteristics



  Architectural Style (cont.)

As early as 1880 the 19th century European term “bungalow”, meaning a simple one-story dwelling with a wide porch
suitable for use as a retreat, was being used in the U.S. to discuss architectural style, economical building and the aspira-
tion of Americans to return to a simpler life.  It was not until c. 1905 however, when introduced as a new house type of the
Craftsman-style, that the bungalow began its period of widespread growth.  The Craftsman tradition emphasized the appeal
of artistic yet respectable houses that are both cozy and informal, yet modern and efficient in their built-in conveniences.
The bungalow was chosen as a fitting model for conveying these Craftsman principles, and at the same time emerged as a
symbol of the American dream.  Craftsman bungalows became the first stylized architecture in the U.S. to be designed
specifically with the middle-class in mind and were successfully marketed as an ideal starter home for the ambitious Ameri-
can family.  Popular publications like The Craftsman, Bungalow Magazine and the Sears, Roebuck and Co. mail order
catalogues led the way during a building boom that lasted into the 1930s, and resulted in both the platting and construction
of bungalow subdivisions, and the sporadic infill of older neighborhoods like the Truman District.

403 N. River, c. 1920

Defining Characteristics
•  Usually 1 or 1 1/2 stories in height
•  Commonly clad with stone, brick or
    stucco
•  Low-pitched, front or side-gabled roofs
•  Wide eave overhangs, typically with
    exposed rafters and triangular knee
    braces
•  Full-width porches have heavy, square
    tapered columns and piers that extend
    to the ground

Craftsman Bungalow
(c. 1905-1940)
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The California-Pacific Exposition of 1915, celebrated in San Diego to mark the instatement of the Panama Canal, has
been credited with providing the inspiration for revival of Spanish architecture in America.  After the exposition ended,
enlivened architects across the country began to draw from Spain’s broad range of rich architectural traditions, beginning
what is referred to as the Spanish Eclectic period.   Although most common in the southwestern section of the U.S. and
Florida, examples of these early Spanish style homes and buildings can be found scattered throughout the States.  The
Truman neighborhood boasts three outstanding examples of Spanish Eclectic designs, one of which has been recognized
in The Field Guide to American Houses, written by Virginia & Lee McAlester.

Spanish Eclectic
(c. 1915-1940)

310 N. Delaware, c. 1930

Defining Characteristics

Architectural Style (cont.)
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• Low-pitched roof with little or no eave
   overhang
• Red tile roof covering is typical
• One or more arches placed above entry
   and prominent windows
• Walls are often stuccoed and sometimes
   textured
• Decorative window grills



 Architectural Styles (cont.)
Colonial Revival
(1890-1955)

632 N. Union, c. 1910

Beginning with Philadelphia’s Centennial Exposition of 1876, American’s began to experience a renewed interest in their
Colonial heritage.  Trends in modern building design fell under the influence of early American English and Dutch houses
constructed in the Colonies during the seventeenth and eighteenth century.  Recognized as the New World interpretation’s
of Georgian and Adam style architecture brought from Europe, Colonial buildings provided the logical design for displaying
America’s revived sense of patriotism.  The first attempts at Colonial Revival architecture merely adapted decorative
elements and design characteristics from Colonial structures to fit the size and scale of the still popular Victorian era.  It
was not until the first decade of the twentieth century, with the widespread distribution of photographs, pattern books and
periodicals, that the revival began to encourage historically accurate copies using correct proportions and details of Colo-
nial architecture.  The depression of the 1930s and post World War II fashion resulted in new designs that barely hinted at
their Colonial influences.  In the Truman Heritage District, Colonial Revival architecture was influential both after the turn-of-
the-century, and during the postwar period.

13 Truman Heritage District Design Guidelines

•  generally two stories, with symmetrical
   facade
•  typically have side-gable or gambrel
   roofs
•  dominant entrance, usually with a
   decorative pediment supported by
   slender columns or pilasters
•  sidelights and fanlight surround entry
•  windows are often paired and have
   double-hung, multi-pane sashes

Defining Characteristics



Architectural Style (cont.)
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The first American houses to be constructed in the Tudor Revival style were patterned closely after elaborate late Medieval
and Renaissance architecture popular in 15th, 16th and early 17th century England. Favored for its association with the
tastes of England’s wealthiest class of citizens, American’s found that solid masonry construction and the unique detailing
of the Tudor Revival were ideal for creating the picturesque qualities and magnificent spaces demanded by the Victorian
life-style of the late 1800s.  After the turn of the century, the return of Americans to a simpler life resulted in modest inter-
pretations of the Tudor style that incorporated characteristic details like steeply pitched gables and half-timbering with more
traditional frame house forms.  Examples of the Tudor Revival that exist in the Truman Neighborhood were primarily con-
structed in the 1920s and 1930s, during the height of the style’s popularity.  Previously a style enjoyed by only well-to-do
families, new technologies in brick and stone veneering made the traditional Tudor Revival home feasible for middle-class
Americans as well.  The charm of Tudor architecture has remained timeless since the 1930s and continues to experience
periods of revival in modern home building even today.

Tudor Revival
(1900-1950)

615 N. Union, c. 1940

•  Steeply pitched roof, usually side-gabled
•  Facade dominated by one or more
   prominent gables
•  Brick, stone and stucco veneers and
   decorative half-timbering common
•  Tall narrow windows, grouped with
   multi-pane glazing
•  Massive chimneys, with decorative
   chimney pots on each flue

Defining Characteristics
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Modern Movement
(c. 1935-Present)

15

The Modern Movement first appeared in the late 1930s with the Minimal Traditional-
ist house.  This style, which has been characterized as a loose interpretation of
Tudor architecture, can be recognized by dominant front facing gables, massive
chimneys, low pitched roofs with very little overhang and a lack of detailing.  Mini-
mal Traditionalist remained the dominant Postwar trend until it was replaced by the
Ranch style in the 1950s.

The “rambling” ranch house is a one-story broad faced building, with a low pitched
roof structure, whose widespread development has been attributed in
part to our increasing reliance on the automobile.  During the 50s and
60s towns that once relied primarily on streetcars and buses for their
transportation needs traded in their traditional compact city lots and
houses for sprawling Ranch designs situated on generous pieces of
land.  The appeal of the Ranch house was further enhanced by the
convenience of having the trademark built-in garage.

Split-level houses were also popular during the 1950s as a multistory
alternative to the one-story ranch.  Easily recognized as having three
levels of interior space, the Split-level home answered a perceived
need for American’s to have three types of living space:  noisy living
space for the garage and TV room is provided on the lower level, quiet
living space is provided on a mid-level wing, and sleeping space is located on the
upper level.

While other architectural designs have since been constructed within the Truman
neighborhood, the Minimal Traditionalist, Ranch and Split-level represent the
dominant Modern styles used for infill during the Truman era.  Although the value of
these young buildings is sometimes not easily recognized, it is important to ac-
knowledge that they also contribute to the significance of the neighborhood be-
cause of their association with the life and times of our former President.

Split-Level

Minimal Traditionalist

Ranch Style

 Architectural Styles (cont.)
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Within designated historic districts like the Truman neighborhood properties are recognized as either being contributing or
noncontributing to the historic character of the area.

Contributing & Non-Contributing Buildings

17

Properties classified as noncontributing are ones that do not add to the historic feeling of
the Truman District by virtue of the fact that they were not present during the Truman Era;
the integrity of their original design or architectural features has been irretrievably lost; or
physical deterioration and/or structural damage has made rehabilitation of the property
infeasible.  Because changes made to noncontributing buildings and properties can still
effect the overall feel of the Historic District, the Heritage Commission and Preservation
Staff must also review and approve plans to alter their exterior appearance as seen from
the public right-of-way(s).  While the owner is still required to apply for and receive a
Certificate of Appropriateness prior to beginning work on a project, the standards applied
by the Commission during its review are less rigid for noncontributing properties than
those applied to historically significant ones.  The Commission will evaluate the impact
that these changes will have on surrounding historic resources by comparing the proposal
with elements of design (mass, pattern, alignment, proportion and materials) that are
characteristic of the other buildings in the Truman neighborhood.   A more detailed expla-
nation of basic design elements is included in the following chapter.

Constructed c. 1895, this two-story Victorian home
is classified as a contributing building within the
Truman Heritage District.  Its architectural history,
the integrity of its design, and its proximity to the
Truman Home Site all help to create a sense of the
time and place associated with the Truman Era.

This new construction located at 817 N. Delaware is
considered to be noncontributing to the Historic
District.  While the building does not add to the
historic feeling of the neighborhood, its size and
scale help to maintain the overall design character
of North Delaware Street.

Noncontributing

Contributing
Contributing properties are those buildings, structures and sites that add to a sense of time and
place that is reflective of the Truman Era.  While these properties may not be considered individu-
ally significant on their own, they retain qualities or have the potential when restored to make a
positive and compatible contribution to the character and appearance of the area.
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Certificate of Appropriateness Application Process

Certificate of Appropriateness

A Certificate of Appropriateness is a certificate approved by the Heritage Commission that authorizes an alteration, construc-
tion, removal or demolition affecting a feature defined and identified in the designation of a Landmark, Historic or Conservation
District.  Any project that affects the exterior architectural appearance or landscape features defined in the designation ordi-
nance must be reviewed by the Heritage Commission prior to the issuance of a building permit.  Approval by the Heritage
Commission is also needed for a Special Use permit, a moving permit, or for permission to erect a sign if the property is
locally designated.  A Certificate of Appropriateness is also required for all demolitions within the City of Independence that
require a permit.  The following are example of projects that would require a Certificate of Appropriateness:

·  Projects that require moving or demolition of any building
·  Additions to an existing building
·  New construction-garages and outbuildings
·  Addition of privacy fences
·  Enclosing or removing porches
·  Installation of siding
·  Changes in exterior building materials (roofing, siding, window trim)

Repair in-kind, or work that involves only repair using the same materials and exact same details and finishes, does not
require a Certificate of Appropriateness.  However, Preservation Staff must be notified when you are planning in-kind mainte-
nance or repair prior to undertaking the work.

The Review Process

Projects requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness are scheduled for review by the Heritage Commission through an estab-
lished application process.  Application forms are available in the Community Development Department, located on the second
floor of City Hall and may also be requested by telephone at (816)325-7419.  The application form requests a complete de-
scription of the project and, depending on the complexity of the proposal, may require submission of additional documentation
that illustrates both the existing conditions and proposed alterations.  This may include scaled drawings, photographs, materi-
als lists, and sample materials.  Staff assistance will be provided throughout the application process.  The City Historic Preser-
vation Manager is responsible for determining whether all of the documentation needed to clearly understand the proposal has
been submitted.  Within 7 days of filing an application, Preservation Staff will conduct an initial review and

· Adding dormers
· Removing historic exterior trim pieces and chimneys
· Installation of new driveways, sidewalks, or retaining walls
· Removal of mature trees
· Installation of new replacement windows or storm windows
· Installation of new decks
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Certificate of Appropriateness Application Process
The Review Process (cont.)

will notify you of any additional information that is required.  If there are concerns about the project, Staff will also suggest
possible alternative approaches that would meet your needs and better preserve the historic/architectural integrity of the
property.

Upon receipt of any additional information and/or plan amendments, Preservation Staff will prepare a report and recommenda-
tion based upon the completed application and the review criteria established by the Historic Preservation Ordinance.  The
application and Staff report will then be brought before the Heritage Commission, in a public hearing forum, at the next avail-
able meeting time.  Copies of the entire case file will be forwarded to each Commission member, and you as the applicant,
approximately one week prior to the public hearing date.    The Commission meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00
P.M. in the City Council Chambers, ground floor City Hall.  (As a general rule,  to secure a hearing at the next scheduled
meeting time, applications for Certificates of Appropriateness should be submitted to Historic Preservation Staff on or before
the second Tuesday of the month.)

Approval or Denial

The Commission can either approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness.
The approval of a Certificate must  be accompanied by a statement of the reasons for approval.  Upon such a determination
Preservation Staff will then provide an approved Certificate to the Community Development Permit Technician to be issued
along with any other required building permits.

In the case of a denial, the applicant will be provided a statement of the reasons for denial, including recommendations con-
cerning changes which would cause the Heritage Commission to reconsider its determination.  A rehearing of the application
can be granted if new evidence is submitted within 30 days from the date of notification of the Commission’s original determi-
nation.  Only one request for rehearing may be made in any case.

Revisions to Plans & Expiration of Certificates

Work on projects requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness must be performed exactly as proposed by the approved plans.
Any revisions, omissions or additions to the plans must be reviewed by the Heritage Commission prior to Execution.  A Certifi-
cate of Appropriateness will become void unless work commences within 6 months of the date of issuance and is completed
within 18, unless a request for an extension has been approved by the Commission.
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Certificate of Economic Hardship

Certificate of Economic Hardship

A Certificate of Economic Hardship is a certificate approved by the Heritage Commission that authorizes an alteration, construc-
tion, removal or demolition when a Certificate of Appropriateness has been denied.  A Certificate of Economic Hardship is issued
when the Heritage Commission determines that denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness has deprived you as the owner of rea-
sonable use of, or a reasonable economic return on, your property.

The Review Process

Requests for a Certificate of Economic Hardship are also made by filing an application with the Independence Heritage Commis-
sion.  Using the same basic application and review process the Commission will make a determination either supporting or deny-
ing the claim of economic hardship based on criteria established under the Historic Preservation Ordinance.  Along with the appli-
cation form, you will also be asked to submit additional documentation to justify your hardship claim, for example:  cost estimates,
structural evaluations, market value and real estate tax figures, etc.  Based on the information provided with the application, as well
as the Staff report and recommendation, the Commission will either approve or deny the request for Certificate of Economic
Hardship.

Issuance of a Certificate of Economic Hardship does not supercede compliance with the requirements of other City ordinances
and regulations, and does not guarantee the issuance of additional required building permits.  If new evidence can be made avail-
able, that was not otherwise obtainable at the time your application was reviewed, a request for rehearing may be submitted to the
Commission within 30 days from the date of notification of the Commission’s original determination.  Only one application for
rehearing may be made in any case.

Appeals

Applicants who have been denied a Certificate of Appropriateness or a Certificate of Economic Hardship may also appeal the
decision to the City Council.  Appeals must be filed within 15 days from the date of denial of the Certificate by the Commission.
The Council will act within 30 days after receiving the appeal by holding a new evidence only hearing.  The Council may approve or
disapprove the decision of the Heritage Commission.
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There are four distinct but interrelated approaches to the treatment of historic properties:

Preservation is the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and materi-
als of a historic property.

Restoration is the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of a property as it ap-
peared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other periods in its history and recon-
struction of features missing from the restoration period.

Reconstruction is the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and detailing of
a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure or object for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific
period of time and in its historic location.

Rehabilitation is the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair, alterations,
and additions while preserving those portions or features which covey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

In an effort to assist property owners in making sound historic preservation decisions that also meet their needs, the
Secretary of the Interior and the National Park Service have developed a set of standards, or general principles,
addressing each of these approaches.  Design guidelines for the Truman Heritage District are based on the Secre-
tary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  These principles are applied by Preservation Staff and the Indepen-
dence Heritage Commission to all projects that require a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Additionally, owners that
wish to have projects certified for Federal or State historic rehabilitation tax incentives must comply with the
Secretary’s Standards to qualify.  The Standards are as follows:

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

1.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible
use for a property which requires minimal alteration of the building,
structure, or site and its environment, or to use a property for its
originally intended purpose.

2.  The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building,
structure, or site and its environment shall not be destroyed.  The
removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architec-
tural features should be avoided when possible.

3.  All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as
products of their own time.  Alterations that have no historical basis
and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discour-
aged.

4.  Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are
evidence of the history and development of a building, structure, or
site and its environment.  These changes may have acquired
significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recog-
nized and respected.

5.  Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsman-
ship which characterize a building, structure, or site shall be
treated with sensitivity.

Recommends compatibility of use.  Any change of use
from the original should have minimal architectural conse-
quences.  Reuses that will result in destructive architectural
treatment are unacceptable.

Recommends retention and preservation of character
defining features.  Alterations that work with existing or
original building fabric are preferred to those that would
require removal of such fabric.

Recommends authenticity.  Such practices as restoration
based on speculation, or introducing architectural features
taken from another building should not be permitted.
Construction of a new building that was designed to look old
is not appropriate.

Requires that the physical evolution of a historic building,
structure or site be acknowledged as a critical component
in evaluating an appropriate treatment.  Alterations that are
considered historic, should be treated according to the
remaining Standards.

Requires  preservation of the parts of a historic building,
structure or site that demonstrate the style or quality of
workmanship from which it originated.

STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION TRANSLATION
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

6.  Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than
replaced, whenever possible.  In the event replacement is neces-
sary, the new material should match the material being replaced in
composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.
Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be
based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by
historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from
other buildings or structures.

7.  The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the
gentlest means possible.  Sandblasting and other cleaning meth-
ods that will damage the historic building materials shall not be
undertaken.

8.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve
archaeological resources affected by, or adjacent to any project.

9.  Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing
properties will not be discouraged when such alterations and
additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or
cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size,
scale, color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood,
or environment.

10.  Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures
shall be done in such a manner that if such alterations were to be
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the struc-
ture would be unimpaired.

Requires repair of existing features unless deterioration is
severe.  Replacement features should match the look and
use of the old.  Replacement of any missing elements
must be based on documented evidence.  The goal is to
retain the real element, not just a copy.

Prohibits use of harsh chemical or abrasive physical
treatments such as sandblasting because of the irrevers-
ible damage that can result from such treatments.

Requires protection and preservation of archeological
resources for projects that involve excavation or grading.

Recommends that new construction or exterior alterations
be done in such a way as to not destroy original fabric, and
be sufficiently different from but compatible with the existing
conditions in order to protect historic integrity of the prop-
erty.

Recommends that new additions or alterations be made
using a method of construction that will allow for its future
removal without requiring damage to any associated
historic fabric.
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Elements of Design

The integrity of the Truman Heritage District is measured in part by the ability of its resources to convey both its historic and its
aesthetic associations as a turn-of-the-century, Midwestern residential community and the beloved neighborhood of former President
Truman.  These associations are enhanced not only by the history of the individual buildings and the diverse display of architec-
tural style, but also by the overall sense of harmony and continuity that results from the relationship of its buildings to each other,
and to the landscape.  This relationship can be easily defined using the basic elements of a building’s design which include:
mass, pattern, alignment and proportion/scale.
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The size or mass of a building refers to the combined height, width and depth of the space it occupies.  In a historic district the construc-
tion of new buildings and additions should conform to the height and scale of already existing or adjacent structures.  For example, in the
Truman neighborhood typical residential structures range from 25 to 40 feet.  As a general rule, the height of any new structure should be
no lower than the average height of all the buildings on both sides of the street block, and no higher than the tallest existing mass.  This

guideline does not supersede any limitations/restric-
tions enforced under City Zoning Code.  When new
construction is proposed on an existing vacant lot,
consideration should be given to the massing of any
historic structures that may have been previously
associated with the property during the period of
Truman’s significance.

Elements of Design
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The width of the second building is irregular in
comparison to its neighbors and disrupts the
harmony of the streetscape.

Pattern within the historic district is defined by the uniform arrangement of similar elements or forms, either concentrated on a particu-
lar property or appearing regularly along a streetscape.  For example, pattern can be created through the harmonious placement of
windows on a building, or with the use of similar porch treatments by a grouping of buildings. In the Truman neighborhood most historic
residences were constructed on spacious lots and took forms that emphasize verticality.  However, in the 1960’s & ‘70s infill housing
took advantage of the large lot sizes available in the area, and resulted in a number of  Ranch and Split-level homes that sprawl hori-
zontally along the street and disrupt the vertical rhythm of neighboring properties.  Because much of this new construction took place
during Truman’s period of significance, the new patterns created have gained a certain degree of historic significance and are consid-

ered to be contributing elements in the District.
Generally, rehabilitation and new construction
should take into consideration the pattern estab-
lished by existing adjacent structures/elements.

On this streetscape the historic pattern that was created
by dominant front facing gables, front porches, and an
overall emphasis on verticality has been broken by the
introduction of the third building’s low pitched hipped
roof and horizontal facade.
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Elements of Design
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Alignment describes the way that buildings and landscape features line up together along a street.  In the Truman neighborhood align-
ment along a particular street is defined by how building setbacks, retaining walls, trees, etc. relate to one another, as well as, to the
street.  Consideration is also given to vertical and horizontal alignment of individual building elements including floor lines, roof lines,
window placement, and entry.  It is important to the character of the neighborhood that new projects respect established trends in
alignment of structures and objects along historic streetscapes.

The irregular floor line and roof line of the second building
interrupt the vertical alignment of the properties along this
street.  Notice that alignment of window openings and
doorways has also been disrupted.

Scale
When we talk about the scale of a building we are describing the relationship (or proportion) of its height to its width, as well as, the
proportionate relationship of its individual elements to the building as a whole.  When the dimensions of a building or the elements of
a building are too large or too small, the building is described as being “out of scale”.  Likewise, because buildings within a historic
district are usually similar to one another in scale, failure to maintain appropriate building proportions during new construction and
rehabilitation may result in the entire streetscape being “out of scale”.

Although the elements of the third building are directly
proportionate to one another, their dimensions are out of
scale in relation to the streetscape as a whole.



The following guidelines are intended to help property owners choose appropriate rehabilitation treatments for indi-
vidual elements of their historic building.  They are not meant to prescribe the exact action for every situation, but to
suggest appropriate approaches that will prevent damage to the historic fabric of the building.  As a general rule,
preservation standards encourage maintenance of existing historic fabric as the priority, repair when possible, and
replacement only as a last resort.  However, with any project there will be other factors that play a role in the selection of
treatment methods including budget, planned use, owner’s preference, and family priorities.  These guidelines allow
you to choose the best alternative from a range of treatments that are appropriate.
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 General Maintenance
Although priorities should be established for the maintenance of any building, it is especially critical to plan for maintenance
with historic structures.  Maintenance needs  should be the primary consideration when planning for replacement of materi-
als and the placement of utilities and mechanical systems.  When planned carefully and conducted on a routine basis, sound
maintenance practices will add years of life to your historic property.

In order for a house or building to be comfortable for  its inhabitants it must remain weather tight.  The familiar elements of
our buildings have evolved to serve that purpose.  Every structure needs a strong foundation to support the weight of the
building; walls designed to support the roof and to protect the interior from wind and rain; windows that permit light in  while
keeping the elements out; doors that allow access but that can be closed tight when necessary;   a roof is designed to shed
rain water and snow away from the interior and the walls; and gutters and downspouts to carry the runoff away from the
building.

While even the most experienced of property owners cannot be expected to know all of the intricacies of building construc-
tion, it is vital for owners of historic property to understand the nature of weathering.  While all of nature’s elements wear
away at construction materials, the worst enemy of historic buildings is water.  All most all deterioration is the result of the
damaging effects of moisture.  In fact, the most visible damage to wooden elements, oddly referred to as “dry rot”, is caused
by wet conditions.  The following notes on maintenance offer  important advice on keeping your historic building weather
tight.

•  Roofs are the first line of defense against damage to building fabric from rain and snow.  They should be inspected on a
regular basis, checking the condition of roofing material and flashing. This should be done in the spring after the freeze thaw
cycles of winter, and in the fall after summer heat and storms are over.  Keep metal roofs painted with proper paint.  Do not
use asphalt patch or asphalt based paint on metal roofs.

•  Gutters and downspouts should be checked once every season to see that they are clean and free of debris.  Be sure to
check for deterioration of the covering, mechanical attachments, and flashing.  Make sure that the correct type of fastener is
used with metal flashing or roofing to prevent galvanic reaction which accelerates corrosion.

•  Foundations should be checked yearly for signs of cracking, water penetration, or mortar damage.  Make certain all water
is draining away from the building.  Keep all vegetation far enough away from the foundation to prevent damage from mois-
ture or from the roots.  Make repairs in accordance with the guidelines for masonry repair (p. 27-28).
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 General Maintenance

26

•  Windows and doors should be inspected seasonally.  Any cracked or broken glass should be repaired.  Check for cracks
in the glazing compound as well, and repair if needed.  Glass should be cleaned on a regular basis.  Inspect painted
surfaces of sash, sills, frame, and lintels for signs of paint problems.  Sand, prime and touch up areas once a year.  Check
condition of weather-stripping.

•  Brick and stone are enduring materials and are associated with buildings of a permanent nature.  But masonry buildings
require cyclical  maintenance.  The mortar used should be softer than the masonry units used.  Mortar is meant to suffer
damage from the elements before the masonry units themselves are damaged.  Mortar should be inspected and repaired
with material matching the original where it has cracked or washed out.

•  Never sandblast a masonry building.  Abrasive cleaning of any kind damages and erodes the weathering surface of all
masonry.  Dirty masonry should be cleaned in the softest possible manner, starting with water and soft bristle brushes.

•  Only on severely deteriorated masonry should waterproof sealers be considered.  Use should be limited to small areas
exposed to excessive moisture, such as the area of a wall adjacent to a porch roof.  Sealing of masonry walls may serve a
negative purpose by trapping moisture within the wall, accelerating damage.

•  All painted surfaces can be cleaned with appropriate chemical products but care must be exercised in the selection and
the use of chemicals.  Always test any material prior to performing large scale cleaning efforts.  Some chemicals will
require a neutralizing wash after their use.  Avoid high pressure scrubbing, even on wood surfaces.

•  Keeping a good paint surface is necessary to prevent deterioration of wood.  The surface must be clean and dry.  All
flaking or peeling paint must be removed. Tightly bonded paint can be left in place, and light sanding will help prepare for
additional layers.  With older buildings, an oil based primer is usually recommended.  However, new latex paints have been
much improved, so a good quality bonding primer can often be used successfully.  (Remember, if the building was built
prior to 1973, the paint probably contains lead and must be properly handled in scraping, sanding, removal and clean up.)
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 Masonry
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Eroded mortar joints should be properly repaired
by repointing, or cleaning out the deteriorated
joints and refilling them with fresh, matching
mortar.  Note that when a careless repointing
technique is used, the result is a significant visual
impact on the character of the building.

Incorrect

Mortar not cleaned out to a
sufficient uniform depth.

Edges of brick have been
damaged by tool or grinder,
resulting in a wider joint
that will be susceptible to
water absorption.

Correct

Mortar cleaned out to a
uniform depth of about 1”
deep.

Undamaged edges of brick
help to prevent further
deterioration.

As illustrated above, it is important to take proper
care in the preparation of mortar joints for
repointing.

Filling joints to full hides the original
joint thickness and changes the charac-
ter of the historic brickwork.

Stylistic masonry work is a distinctive feature of the Truman District that
tells us much about the neighborhood’s development as an area histori-
cally associated with the town’s most prominent citizens.  Early works,
including brick homes, stone retaining walls, and masonry steps &
walkways, demonstrate the wealth enjoyed by property owners between
1850-1940.  Every effort should be made to preserve historic masonry
features.

RECOMMENDED

•  If mortar is missing or loose, the joints should be cleaned out by hand
and repointed using a mortar mix which closely matches the composi-
tion, color, and texture of the original.  When removing mortar from
joints, take care not to damage the brick edges.

•   Whenever partial or total foundation replacement is required, the new
foundation walls should be faced in materials which match the original in
appearance.  Reuse of the original materials on the face of the founda-
tion is preferable.

•   Whenever replacement brick or stone is needed, use salvaged or
new material which closely matches the original in size, color, and
texture.

•   Whenever masonry has been painted, it is usually advisable to repaint
after removing all loose paint.  Old paint which is firmly fixed to the
masonry will usually serve as an adequate surface for repainting.  Meth-
ods which attempt to remove all evidence of old paint can damage
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RECOMMENDED (cont.)
•   Any cleaning should be done with the gentlest method possible and
should be stopped at the first evidence of damage to the masonry.  Test
patches should be used to assess the effect of any proposed cleaning
method.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Bricks should not be replaced unless excessively spalled or cracked.
Consider reversing a brick to expose its good surface before replacing it
with a new brick.

•  When selecting a replacement brick, avoid using what is called “antique”
brick which consists of a mixture of bricks in a wide range of colors and
types.  Bricks on historic buildings were usually uniform in color and size.

•  Masonry should not be replaced or covered over simply to eliminate
evidence of past cracks, repairs, or alterations.

•  The cleaning of dirt, grit and weathering from masonry surfaces is
usually not necessary unless it is causing damage or is unsightly.  In any
case, the goal should not be to make the masonry look new.  Old masonry
neither can nor should regain its original “new” appearance.

•   Avoid power grinders.  Mechanical equipment is cumbersome and even
the most skilled worker will tire or slip, causing irreversible damage.

•   Avoid sandblasting, high pressure water blasting (over 600 psi), grind-
ing, and harsh chemicals.

•  Waterproof and water repellant coating should be avoided.  They are
generally not needed and can potentially cause serious damage to ma-
sonry.  Also, avoid covering masonry with tar or cement coatings.  Such
treatments tend to trap moisture inside the masonry, and which actually
accelerate deterioration.

Sandblasting old brick to remove paint or grime can
cause severe erosion.  The rough and pitted surface
created by the blasting collects both moisture and dirt,
accelerating deterioration of materials.

Some harsh chemicals used to clean brick may leave a
residue on the surface, even after heavy rinsing.  If
chemical cleaning is necessary make certain to test the
cleaner in a small area first.
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 Wood Siding

The majority of houses in the Heritage District are frame structures
that originally would have been sided with wood clapboards.  Over time
the appearance of many of these houses has been compromised by
the addition of asbestos shingles, rolled asphalt, aluminum or vinyl
siding.  Covering original siding almost always results in concealing
historic character derived from materials, details & texture and is not
recommended.

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain all of the sound original wood siding.

•  Repair and retain split boards by nailing, and or gluing with a water-
proof glue; putty all nail holes.

•  Leave concave or convex boards as they are unless they are creat-
ing a maintenance problem.  If necessary, repair a bowed board by
carefully inserting flat screws in predrilled holes and gradually tighten-
ing.

•  Rotten sections of boards should be cut out using a saw, chisel, or
knife.  The replacement piece should be new wood or a salvaged
board and should match the original in size, profile, and dimension.

•  Missing boards should be replaced with new or salvaged wood
boards to match the original.

•  If wood siding is badly rotted, or severely split, burned, or missing, it
would be permissible to replace the siding to match the original.
(Replacement for cosmetic reasons is not recommended.)

•  Before painting wood siding, surfaces should be scraped and
sanded to remove all loose paint.  The siding should then be washed,
allowed to dry, primed with a good primer paint, and painted with a
finish coat.

When substitute siding is
removed, owners usually
discover that the original
clapboard needs very
little repair.  The owner of
this building found that
restoring his historic
clapboard would only
require adding a new coat
of paint.

Replacement sidings, while promoted by some as a method for
decreasing building maintenance, can actually be blamed for
hiding serious maintenance issues on older buildings.  In this
case, removal of substitute aluminum siding revealed major
deterioration to building studs and interior plaster caused by
trapped moisture.

The decision to restore rather than
to replace the original clapboard
siding was vital to preserving the
character of this property, located
on the western edge of the historic
Truman Neighborhood.

502 N. River
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 Wood Siding

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Historic siding provides physical evidence of the building’s integrity
and character, and therefore should not be removed.  Replacement of
historic siding as an answer to: paint problems, issues of long term
maintenance, concealing past alterations, increasing energy efficiency,
or creating a new or improved look is generally not appropriate.

•  It is not always accurate to assume that historic siding will have to
be replaced because it has been covered by insul-brick or asbestos
cement shingles.  In fact, where water has not been allowed to pen-
etrate between layers, later coverings have usually served as protec-
tion for the original material.

•  It is not necessary to remove all paint from historic siding when
preparing the surface for restoration.  The primary goal is to have a
good bonded surface that will provide the base for new paint.  The use
of high pressure washing (over 600 psi), sandblasting, rotary sanding,
or use of a blow torch should be avoided.  If a heat gun will be re-
quired, extreme care should be taken to prevent the chance of struc-
tural fire.

•  Avoid using any material other than real wood for replacement of
wood siding.  If required, substitute materials should share the same
dimension, profile, and finish as the original; and be installed to match
existing patterns of exposure.

•  Use of synthetic materials that alter the appearance of the building is
not recommended.  (Vinyl siding may be approved by the Heritage
Commission for some new construction or additions, and for place-
ment over original siding that is already covered by another material
such as stucco or asbestos cement shingles.  In these situations the
vinyl must maintain an appropriate dimension and profile, and the
installation can not require removal or alteration of trim or decorative
elements.)

Houses that retain their original wood
clapboard siding demonstrate greater
architectural integrity than those
altered with replacement siding(s).

Notice the damaging impact caused by
replacing original clapboard with materi-
als such as vertical siding, stucco, artificial
brick or stone veneer, wide vinyl or
aluminum.

Also, notice how changes in siding width
and directional emphasis can negatively
effect the overall character of a historic
structure.

Specific types of wood siding such as
the wood shingles shown here may be
characteristic of a particular style or
period of construction and should be

retained to preserve the integrity of the
building.
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 Trim & Ornamentation
Original trim and decorative elements including  cornerboards, window & door
casings, cornice moldings, brackets and pilasters for example, are often the
most stylistic features of historic buildings.  The loss of these elements
detracts from the historic integrity of a building and the overall appearance of
the Truman Neighborhood.

RECOMMENDED

•  Maintain and preserve historic trim and decorative elements, even where
damaged or worn.  In cases of severe deterioration, stylistic trim elements
should be replicated, in design and material appearance, and replaced.

•  Where there is evidence of missing decorative detailing, replacement
elements should be reconstructed to match the original.  Evidence of missing
detail can often be found in old photographs, remnants left on the building,
paint lines where parts were removed, nail holes, old notches, and cut outs in
the siding and trim.  (Observation of the details used on another similar
historic building should not be relied upon as conclusive evidence.)

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  It is not appropriate to “dress up” a historic building by adding stylistic trim &
ornamentation that would have never existed.  Doing so will result in a false
sense of the history and character of the building.

•  Ornamental trim should not be added to elevations of a historic building
which never displayed such details.  (For example:  Historically,   window and
door trim on the secondary elevations of a building was often treated more
simply than that found on the primary facade.  Where evidence of such
treatment exists, it would be inappropriate to add a uniform trim to all sides.)

•  Removing elements that were added during a historic remodeling, in an
attempt to make the building look older, is not recommended.  (For example,
in the early 20th century it was a trend for Craftsman style porches to be
used during remodeling of Victorian homes.  Where such porches exist, they
should be maintained as part of the building’s historic fabric.)

Victorian Gothic
Bargeboard

Craftsman Style Eave Brackets

Ornamental Window
Surround

All too often ornamental
wood trim is thrown out
with the trash during the
installation of substitute
siding.

In addition to the loss of its
original Craftsman Style eave
brackets and window and door
trim, this building was adversely
impacted by removal of its
historic porch posts & balus-
trade.
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 Roofs & Roof Elements

Often roof forms and the elements of their design (sheathing material,
dormers, turrets, eaves, guttering and soffit detail for example) can be
key to defining the style of a historic building.  Because the historic
significance of the Truman Neighborhood is characterized in part by its
architectural diversity, preserving the original roof design of each and
every building is important to preserving the integrity of the district.

RECOMMENDED

•  Original roofing material should be repaired rather than replaced,
and every attempt should be made to keep original roofing material on
roof slopes readily seen from the street.  Slate, tile, or metal roofs can
usually be repaired before needing total replacement.  When replace-
ment is necessary, if cost is a consideration, composition shingles of
asphalt or fiberglass can be used in a pattern or color similar to the
original.

•  Preferred colors for asphalt or fiberglass roofs are medium to dark
shades of brown or grey to simulate the appearance of weathered
wood shingles.  Solid color roofs (red or green) were common on early
20th century buildings.  Later buildings of the 30’s and 40’s had a
larger variety of colors and types of composition shingles to choose
from.

•  Before roofing, check the City Code to determine the number of
roofing layers that are permissible. (Most codes limit the number of
layers of roofing to three.)  It is best to remove all layers back to roof
decking, check deck boards and rafters, install new felt and drip edge,
and then add roofing material.

•  A flat roof which is not visible from the ground may be repaired or
replaced with any roofing material allowed by City Code, provided it
remains obscured from view.  New membrane roofing materials are
designed for installation on flat roofs.

Queen Anne roof:
complex configura-
tion, with turret &
dominant front
gable

Italianate: low-
pitched, side-gable
or low-pitched hip

Four Square: low-
pitched hip with hip
dormers

Second Empire:
Mansard roof with
dormers

Colonial Revival:
low-pitched, side-
gable with paired
dormers

Dutch Colonial:
steeply pitched
gambrel roof

Tudor: steeply pitched,
front-facing gables &
steeply pitched shed
dormers

Craftsman Bungalow:
low-pitched gable,
wide eave overhang,
exposed rafter & low-
pitched dormers
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 Roofs & Roof Elements

RECOMMENDED (cont.)

•  Adding a slope to a problem flat roof may be approved if it is not
visible from the ground and does not effect the historic character of
the building.

•  If a drip edge is used, it should be painted to match surrounding
wood.  Gutters and downspouts should match the building body and/
or trim color and be firmly attached.

•  Repair and retain built-in gutters.  If cost is a consideration, the
original terne metal or copper can be rebuilt with an alternative mate-
rial membrane lining.

•  Problem built-in gutters are often decked over with an adequate
pitch to allow for water runoff into new molded gutters that are at-
tached to the cornice.  This is an acceptable interim solution to
prevent continued deterioration of historic fabric.

•  When exposed rafter ends were an original feature of the building,
roof mounted or half round gutters are preferred.  Consider channel-
ing water runoff on the ground rather than installing gutters when
none existed.

•  Flat surfaced skylights, with frames that match the roof color, may
be considered if they are inconspicuous and do not alter the building’s
basic character.

•  Original chimneys contribute to the roof character and should be
retained and repaired.  If no longer in use, they should be capped
rather than removed.

Exposed rafter ends are a
characteristic feature of
many Craftsman Style and
Eclectic houses.

If installed inappropriately,
modern guttering will conceal
such stylistic details, damag-
ing the historic integrity of the
building.

When painted in stark contrast
to the primary structure,
guttering and downspout
systems can detract from
existing historic fabric.

Guttering and downspouts that
are painted to blend with the
components of a building
become Inconspicuous as
modern attachments, assisting
with the preservation of  historic
character.
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NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Alteration of the basic roof form and slope is strongly discouraged,
except in cases where previous inappropriate alterations to the his-
toric roof structure are being corrected.

•  When selecting a new roofing material, avoid using multicolored or
light colored shingles and/or rolled roofing.

•  It is not appropriate to construct new dormers on roof areas which
are visible from the public right-of-way, or that are significant to the
historic character of the building.

•  Exposed rafter ends that serve as a defining element of architectural
style should not be concealed with a gutter board.  Cutting or altering
decorative rafter ends so that a new gutter board can be applied is
also discouraged.

•  Introducing modern skylights on prominent roof slopes detracts from
the historic character of the neighborhood.  Bubble style skylights
create a noticeable disruption in the roof plane and should always be
avoided (except where hidden from the public viewshed).

•  Avoid installing mechanical equipment such as roof vents, new
metal chimneys, solar panels, T.V. antennas, satellite dishes, air
conditioners, etc. where visible from the street.  Installation of such
equipment should be carried out using a method that will not destroy
historic fabric or character.

When the addition of interior space does not take into
consideration the overall impact on the exterior appearance
of the building’s roof structure, the result is a loss of historic
integrity.

Installing modern mechanical
equipment, such as this mini
satellite dish, to any corner of
a roof that is visible from the
streetscape detracts from the
historic character of the
building and the neighbor-
hood.
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Windows, and the pattern of window openings, play an important role
in defining the architectural style of historic homes and buildings.
While double-hung wood sash commonly provide the basic form,
each style differs in its treatment of glazing pattern, proportion, size
and placement.  Additionally, for many historic buildings, windows are
equally important as a source of light and ventilation, and as a reflec-
tion of interior space.

RECOMMENDED

•  Original windows should be repaired and retained.  New epoxy
consolidants and fillers can be used to cost effectively repair even
severely deteriorated sash.

•  Window replacement should be considered only when the existing
windows are not original or part of a historic remodeling which is
significant to the history of the building; and when they are so deterio-
rated that repair is not economically feasible.

•  Rather than replacing windows to attain energy, existing windows
should be repaired and retrofitted with weather-stripping, modern
mechanical parts, caulk, and storm windows.  In some cases, win-
dow sash can be slightly altered to accept insulated glass.

•  Storm windows should fit window openings exactly, without the use
of spacers.  They should be painted, anodized, clad or otherwise
coated in a color to match the windows or trim.  They should be
compatible with the window pattern and the meeting rails should
match the existing window.  They should be installed on the blind
stops so that window frame and trim is not covered.  Interior storms
are also effective.

•  Original window trim should be preserved and retained.  Only badly
deteriorated sections should be replaced.  The replacement trim
should match the original in material and appearance.  Decorative
window lintels or other details should be added only if there is evi-
dence that they existed originally.

Original windows and window
treatments are often a reflection
of architectural style and/or the
period of construction.

Italianate

Colonial Revival

Queen Anne Victorian

Craftsman Style

Spanish Eclectic

English Cottage &
Tudor Style

Historic storm windows provide
further evidence of the time
and place that is significant to
the Truman Heritage District
and should be preserved.

 Windows
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RECOMMENDED (cont.)

•  Window shutters may be installed if there is evidence that they existed
on a building historically.  Shutters should only be installed on those
windows of the building that historically had shutters.  Evidence of shutters
can include old photographs, remaining hardware, or evidence of where
hardware has been removed.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Avoid creating new window openings or eliminating original windows on
all principal elevations, or on areas of a historic building that can be seen
from the public viewshed.

•  Avoid replacement windows that do not match the original in size,
dimension, shape, design, material appearance and glazing pattern.

•  If a replacement window is required, it is not advisable to use tinted
glass or a framing material that will not retain the look of painted wood.

When the installation of a replacement
window requires narrowing the
original opening, historic character is
lost.

Existing dormer window should not be
covered or boarded.  Doing so con-
ceals historic fabric that is important
to the character of the building.
Repair or replacement of the window
in-kind is recommended.
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RECOMMENDED

•  Original doors should be repaired and retained if possible.  If too dete-
riorated, replace with a replica.

•  If an original door has been removed, its replacement should be a door
compatible with the building style.  Every effort should be made to match
the original in size, shape, design, proportion and material.

•  Transom windows, sidelights and door trim should be retained. If neces-
sary, custom storm sash can be made for sidelights and transom areas.
Also, Sidelights and transom sash can often be retrofitted with insulating
glass units.

•  Wood storm and screen doors are most compatible with historic build-
ings.  Aluminum or other material storm doors may be considered if the
finish is in a color to match the existing door or trim.  Such doors should
be fitted properly to the door opening, requiring no spacers to fit within the
door frame.  Modern storm doors with minimal decorative elements should
be used so as not to detract from the style of the main door.  Full view
type storm doors are ideal because they allow the original door to be
readily seen from the street.

•  Historic hardware (knobs, hinges, handles, knockers, locks, etc.) should
be repaired and retained.  If required, replacement hardware should be
compatible with the building’s style.  Replacement hardware that is unob-
trusive and simple in design is preferred.

•  Original garage doors that add to the character of a garage should be
repaired and retained.  If beyond repair, the original door(s) should serve
as a model for design of a replacement.  Overhead garage doors of a
compatible design will be considered in the interest of security and safety.

Like historic windows exterior doors and door treatments, even on
secondary facades, are usually consistent with the architectural style
of a building.

Screen and storm doors that are open in
design and that have  little ornamentation,
allow a better view of the exterior doorway.  If
wood is not feasible, the material should
match in color with building trim.

Often characterized by their use of paneled surfaces and stylized glazing
patterns, historic doors add to the architectural vocabulary of buildings
throughout the Truman Neighborhood.  Like windows, doors and the pattern
of door openings reflect both architectural style and the structural evolution
of historic properties.
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NOT RECOMMENDED

•  It is not appropriate to eliminate or cover historic door openings,
or to create a new door opening on a principal facade where visible
from the street.  If a new opening is required to provide access, it
should be distinguishable as a modern alteration to the building,
but should remain compatible in design with existing openings.

•  Generally, it is not necessary to replace historic hardware
(hinges, knobs, handles, locks, etc.).  If existing hardware cannot
be repaired, or does not provide the security you require, new dead
bolt and security locks can be added to the existing door system.
When doing so, care should be taken to minimize damage to
historic fabric.

•  Removal rather than repair of distinctive door features such as
stained or leaded glass, transoms, or decorative molding is
strongly discouraged.  If severely deteriorated, these features
should be replaced in-kind.  Before discarding unsalvageable
features, take care to document the historic design, material,
method of construction, etc. so that accurate reconstruction is
possible in the future.

•  It is not appropriate to install storm doors in a way that will
obscure or damage a historic door and/or door opening.

•  When possible avoid altering the size of a historic garage/
ancillary building door opening, or replacing the existing doors,
unless accessibility is an issue.

During rehabilitation of
the property the new owner

preserved the original
garage door’s appearance
from the primary street by

adding a modern garage
door entry on the rear side,

with access provided from
the alley.

Before this property was
divided, access to its c. 1920
garage was provided by way
of a curb-cut and drive from
the primary street.  The
driveway was vacated c. 1935
and the garage became
inaccessible for automobile
storage.
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Porches are a defining element of architectural style, from the Victorian
period through the era of the Craftsman Bungalow.  Most late 19th and
early 20th century houses constructed in the Truman Neighborhood had
front porches, and often times a combination of side and back porches.
Historically, porches were valued as an extension of interior space.  As
such, they were susceptible to alterations and enclosure by owners
wanting to bring their house up to date, or to add living area to their
dwelling.  Other times, porches simply fell victim to deferred mainte-
nance and were removed.

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain and repair original and existing porches that help to define the
historic character of a building, considering both function and style.

•  If a porch or any of its distinctive elements must be rebuilt due to
deterioration or structural instability, retain and preserve as much of the
original material and detail as possible.

•  Always assess the significance of a non-original porch before consid-
ering removal or alteration to it.  Such porches may have attained historic
importance as evidence of the evolution of the building.

•  If a porch is missing, a replacement porch should be based on evi-
dence of the original porch design, shape, size, location, and details.
Good sources for information include old photographs, Sanborn Insur-
ance Maps, ghost outlines in the paint, remnants of porch foundations,
similar houses in the area, and oral descriptions from previous owners.
(Contact the Historic Preservation Division for more information on
period porch designs.)

•  Where no evidence of the original porch remains, new porch construc-
tion should reflect a form typical for the period of the building,  yet remain
easily identifiable as a modern addition.

Preserving the variety of
historic porch types and
styles that exist throughout
the Truman Heritage District
is an important aspect of
preserving the character of
the neighborhood.  Historic
porches should never be removed, except in situations of public
safety, and should always be repaired or replaced in-kind.

Wraparound

Full Width, Two-Story

Side-porch

Porch Stoop

This c. 1925 American Foursquare
porch represents an alteration that
has gained historic significance
because it was constructed within
the period of significance that
defines the Truman Neighborhood.
Although the original structure was
Italianate in style, it would be
inappropriate to remove or replace
the existing porch.
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NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Altering the primary facade of a building by removing and/or chang-
ing historic porch posts, railing, flooring, or trim is discouraged unless
such elements will be replaced in-kind.

•  When deterioration is minor, total replacement of a porch element is
not recommended.  Reasonable effort should be made to salvage and
repair original materials, replacing only those sections that are dam-
aged beyond repair.

•  The substitution of modern materials for original/historic detail is not
appropriate, unless replacement in-kind creates an economic hardship
or is not technically feasible.

•  Avoid removal and replacement of original stone or concrete steps;
and avoid replacing original wood floors with concrete.  When pos-
sible, traditional methods of repair should be used to restore these
elements for use.

•  The enclosure of a front porch, or a second story sleeping porch
located on a primary elevation, is not considered appropriate.         En-
closing side and rear porches in a way that will damage existing
historic fabric should also be avoided.

•  Introducing new porches, where historically none existed, may
diminish the historic character of a building.  Caution should be taken
to locate new porches on non-character defining elevations and to
minimize damage to the historic structure.

•  Adding undocumented ornamentation or elements of style to a
historic porch or primary entrance creates a false sense of the
building’s historic appearance.

•  The construction of a modern porch deck on a primary facade
detracts from the historic feel of the neighborhood and is, therefore,
never recommended.

When a front porch
is enclosed, charac-
ter defining elements
of the historic
building (such as
window design and
placement) are
usually concealed.

The untreated and out-of-
scale appearance exhibited by
this set of replacement steps
contrasts dramatically with
the existing cement walk and
stairway, and detracts from
our sense of the property’s
historic appearance.

The historic character of this late 19th Century Victorian has
been largely impacted by the replacement of its original front
porch.  Replacement of porch treatments in-kind, that is using
the same materials and same design, is crucial to preservation
of historic and architectural integrity.
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Preserving the distinctive historic features of each property’s surroundings
is important to maintaining the historic visual character of the Truman
Neighborhood.  Mature trees and plantings, historic gardens, hedge rows,
man-made and natural site features are just a few examples of elements
that contribute to our sense of a property’s historic relationship to its
neighborhood.

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain and preserve the historical relationship between any character
defining buildings, structures and landscape elements and the site.  Pres-
ervation of a site’s historic topography is especially important in areas that
are visible from the public right-of-way.

•  Repair, rather than replace, deteriorated historic site elements such as
trellises, gazebos, benches, terraces, driveways, gardens, and landscape
plantings that are in need of pruning.

•  When necessary, replace missing or severely damaged elements with
new features that are compatible with the overall character and design of
the historic site.

•  The introduction and location of contemporary site elements such as
swimming pools, playground equipment, benches, storage/trash units,
decks, patios, driveways and off-street parking should be done in a man-
ner that will maintain and/or enhance the historic character of the site.

•  Diseased or damaged plantings including mature trees, hedge rows,
and foundation shrubberies should be replaced in-kind or with a similar
species that will preserve the pattern of openness or enclosure historically
associated with a property or with the streetscape as a whole.

•  When repairing/replacing existing concrete driveways and parking areas
a tinted or exposed aggregate concrete should be used to avoid the stark
appearance of contemporary bright white or gray concrete surfaces.

While these two Truman Neighborhood properties are located just a
few lots apart, they each have a distinct historic setting that makes a
contribution to the overall feel & character of the streetscape.

Nestled deep on its lot
among a canopy of
mature trees, the Shingle
Style house at 416 N.
Delaware continues to
maintain its historically
secluded setting.

In contrast, this Eclectic
home located at 318 N.
Delaware is significant for
its imposing, almost majes-
tic, quality created histori-
cally through the use of
raised terraces, lavish
greenery, and grand front
walk and stairway.

Although more
maintenance
intensive than
alternative ap-
proaches, concrete
ribbon drives play a
role in conveying
both the historic
significance and the
design character of
the Truman neigh-
borhood.
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RECOMMENDED (cont.)

•  When required, additional off-street parking areas should be situated at the
rear of the property (oriented toward existing alleys when possible) and appro-
priately screened from public view.

•  In addition to these recommendations, driveway and off-street parking con-
struction projects must comply with current City Codes pertaining to material,
design, placement, and issues of property maintenance.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Significant changes in site topography by way of excessive grading or the
addition of slopes and berms should be avoided.

•  Removal of mature trees and landscape plantings is not appropriate except in
cases of severe decay, or when a threat to public safety or the stability of a
nearby structure exists.  Generally, removal of any tree over 5” in diameter and
4.5’ in height will require review and approval by the Heritage Commission.

•  When landscaping your historic property, avoid suburban massing and deco-
rative yard embellishments that are characteristic of an incompatible time and
place.

•  Excessive foundation plantings can trap moisture against your historic build-
ing, accelerating deterioration, and are strongly discouraged.

•  Demolishing historic buildings to provide for additional parking is not appropri-
ate.

•  Creation of a new driveway that will be accessed from the primary
streetscape would not be acceptable if historically a curb-cut for the property
never existed.

•The combined hard-surface area of a lot must not exceed one-third of the total
square footage.  Additionally, it is not appropriate to create paved or graveled
parking areas in front  of a primary structure.

When green space is sacrificed to create paved
parking in front of a primary building, the
resulting effect is a dramatic impact on the
historic setting of the property and the
streetscape.

This property, which is located on the western
edge of the Truman Neighborhood, once boasted
a grand two-story Victorian home.  When
converted to commercial use c. 1950, excessive
grading was used to prepare the site, destroying
the historic character of the lot and impacting
the integrity of an entire streetscape.  Ultimately,
this loss of character resulted in the unfortunate
demolition of a historic property in 1999.
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Although a wide variety of modern fence types currently exist within the
Truman Neighborhood, relatively few  examples of historic fencing have
survived.  While the use of ornamental iron fencing has been documented
in some instances, for reasons of affordability and versatility of style,
wooden fences would have been most common.   Additionally, as the Tru-
man Neighborhood evolved from a early settlement area to a turn-of-the-
century residential district, fencing would have characteristically been more
functional in use and limited to rear yard areas.  There is very little historic
precedent for the use of front yard fencing within the Heritage District.

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain and preserve existing fences that contribute to the  historic charac-
ter of a property.

•  Maintain and repair through appropriate methods the defining features of
historic fencing including:  material, height, configuration, ornament and
functional design.

•  If replacement is required due to deterioration, remove only those portions
that are damaged beyond repair and replace in-kind, matching the original in
material, design, placement and appearance.

•  When reconstructing a historic fence, the new construction should be
based on existing documentation of the original that clearly identifies the
defining features including:  material, height, scale, configuration, and
ornament/detail.

•  The introduction of new fences should be limited to those areas of the
property that are not readily visible from the public viewshed.  (Refer to the
section on New Construction for guidelines on the construction of modern fencing.)

•  Modern fences should be located in a way that complements the historic
boundaries of the property without concealing its character defining fea-
tures.

Historic photos and drawings
often provide missing informa-
tion about the type of historic
fencing that was associated
with a property.

In this c. 1886 sketch,
featured in the Indepen-
dence Sentinel newspaper,
detail of the property’s
historic fence material,
height, design and basic
configuration are revealed.

The modern fence types shown here maintain a traditional
design, height, scale and material appearance and would be
appropriate for use in the Heritage District.
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NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Coating historic fencing with modern materials is generally not
recommended.

•  Modern fences should not attempt to look historic.  Instead, these
features should strive to enhance the character of the property by
employing an appropriate material, scale, height and configuration.

•  Utilitarian/privacy fences should never be installed in front of the
primary dwelling, along the secondary property line of a corner lot, or
beyond the midpoint between the front facade and the rear wall of a
primary structure.

Taking clues from a historic photograph, the owners of this
Landmark property selected a fence type that, while not historic,
maintains an appropriate material, scale, height and basic
configuration for the style of the house.

Installing a utility or privacy fence
in front of a primary dwelling will
conceal the historic character of
the building and, perhaps more
importantly, will negatively impact
the streetscape as a whole.

Notice the substantial visual impact created by a privacy fence
placed directly in line with the front facade, as opposed to one
positioned just beyond the midpoint of a building’s side wall.  His-
toric character is better preserved using the latter approach.
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 Retaining Walls
Retaining walls are found in several areas of the Truman Neighborhood.
They are often a dominant visual element of the streetscape.  Stone walls
appear most often, brick occasionally, and there are some concrete
retaining structures that date from the early 20th century up through the
1953 widening of Truman Road.  Retaining walls help to minimize yard
work, but do require routine maintenance to keep up their appearance and
structural integrity.

RECOMMENDED

•  Provide for periodic inspection and repair as needed.  Winters and wet
weather are extremely hard on all retaining walls.

•  Ensure proper runoff for rainwater, especially from gutter downspouts.

•  Prevent damaging plants from penetrating retaining walls with their root
systems.

•  Make repairs so that the pattern of material and the masonry joints
match the existing.

•  Respect the style of the house and existing walls along the streetscape
when designing new retaining walls.  New construction will require a
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Heritage Commission.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Avoid introducing new street-front retaining walls on a lot that did not
originally have them.

•  Inappropriate methods of repair can sometimes do more harm than
good.  When patching or parging stone walls, it is critical that a straight
portland cement mix not be used as the patching material.  A cement mix
containing more than 20% portland will not provide the elasticity needed
during freeze/thaw cycles, and the resulting penetration of moisture will
accelerate deterioration of the wall structure.

When this historic retaining wall collapsed during the winter
of 1997, the owner reconstructed  the wall taking care to use
materials and masonry joinery similar to the original.
Additional gutter downspouts were also added to provide for
proper water runoff.

Within the Heritage District, historic retaining walls
were typically brick, stone or cement construction.
Maintaining the integrity of existing retaining walls is
an important aspect of preserving the cultural
landscape of the area.
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Not Recommended (cont.)

•  The use of modern materials in replacement of existing retaining
walls is discouraged.  Railroad ties, landscape timbers, and new cast
stone units are not appropriate for street front use in historic districts.
If replacement is necessary because of the condition of the wall, first
consideration should be given to dismantling and rebuilding the wall
using the original stone material and method of construction.

•  Using excessive force during repair efforts can result in additional
damage to historic stone materials.  If concrete has been used to
parge a masonry wall, it is best to let weathering loosen the parging
rather than use a jack hammer or hammer and chisel to remove it.

Allowing vines and plantings to
penetrate masonry retaining walls
with their root systems and to trap
moisture will accelerate deterioration
and should, therefore, be prevented.

Introducing modern retaining systems to properties in the
district detracts from the historic feel of the neighborhood.
Every effort should be made to preserve or replace-in-kind
existing historic retaining walls.
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 Private Walkways & Steps

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain and repair historic walkways and steps.

•  If replacement of a missing/deteriorated walkway or stairway is
required, the size, scale, and material selection for the replacement
should be compatible with the character of the neighborhood.  Use for
example other historic walks and steps that exist on the property, or in
the immediate area.  Photograph documentation of the historic prop-
erty can also be useful in determining an appropriate replacement
design and material.

•  Use of a concrete dye will help blend replaced sections of sidewalk/
steps with the original units, and is generally recommended.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Use of contemporary materials and patterns, such as interlocking
concrete pavers, for front walks is strongly discouraged.

•  When replacement of an existing walkway or steps will be required,
it is usually not appropriate to introduce a new width, style, or contrast-
ing material etc.

•  Use of historic, soft-fired, building bricks to create private walks and
stairways should be avoided.  These bricks are actually quite brittle,
and will not hold up through typical winter weather conditions.

Part of the ambience of the Truman Neighborhood is derived from the
orientation of individual buildings to the streetscape.  Historically, the
inviting steps and private walkways served to welcome visitors to front
doors, and to guide guests around the landscape.  Preserving historic
walkways and steps is important to preserving the ambience of
Truman’s heritage.

Maintaining the historic
relationship of a building
to its street, in elevation
and approach, is of
primary concern to the
Heritage

The cultural landscape of
the Truman Heritage District
is defined in part by the
varied elevation of building
lots, a characteristic feature
of most streetscapes within
the neighborhood.

In addition to traditional cement
walkways, some areas of the
Truman Neighborhood still
display historic sidewalk patterns
and materials such as the hexago-
nal pavers shown here.  Sections
of late 19th century brick walks
also appear throughout the
neighborhood.  Owners should
take special interest in preserving
these important elements of the
Truman Heritage District.
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RECOMMENDED

•  Repair and maintain historic exterior fixtures whenever possible.  When required,
replacement in-kind, or with fixtures that maintain a similar material appearance,
design and scale, is always recommended.

•  New yard & street light fixtures should be oriented toward the pedestrian in terms
of scale, location, and intensity of illumination.  Fixture design should be compatible
with the overall character of the property/streetscape.  Generally, a simple pole with
a single unadorned globe is appropriate.

•  All exterior lighting should be directed so as to prevent light spill over to adjacent
properties or onto the street.  Whenever possible, consider low-level lighting
sources.

•  Motion activated flood lights are appropriate for rear yards and alley orientation.
Motion detector porch fixtures should compliment the character of the building.

•  Dusk-to-dawn lights should be mounted on the alley/rear side of buildings and
located so as to light only the subject property.

•  Accent lighting should be used to highlight defining features of buildings and
landscape.  Accent lighting fixtures should be hidden from view.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Without documentation, it is not appropriate to install period light fixtures that will
create a false sense of the history of a property.

•  Avoid the use of accent lighting that is so intense or bright that it illuminates the
entire building/property, rather than its distinctive features.

Historically, private lighting within the Truman Neighborhood was fairly sparse.
Victorian era houses did not make use of exterior ground lighting, and only occa-
sionally were exterior gas fixtures used to light the porch.  Early 20th century
homes more commonly used exterior lighting on porch ceilings and at entrances,
but still very few utilized yard lighting.  Introduction of yard light fixtures, pathway
lighting, and or accent architectural lighting would be appropriate taking into
consideration the following recommendations:

When preserved, period light fixtures contribute to
our sense of the historic time and place associated
with a  property, and its surrounding neighbor-
hood.

Introducing reproduction antique
light fixtures to a landmark
property or streetscape will result
in a false historic appearance and
an adverse impact on existing
historic integrity.

Light fixtures that are
simple in design, yet
maintain an appro-
priate scale and
material appearance,
better preserve the
character of the
District.
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 Signage
All privately owned signage being placed within the locally designated
Truman Neighborhood must comply with existing City Zoning Code
requirements, and be approved with a Certificate of Appropriateness
from the Heritage Commission.

RECOMMENDED

•  New signage should be unobtrusive; relating to rather than obscur-
ing, the design elements of the building or site.

•  Sign materials should complement those found on the related
building, or that are common within the District.  Metal, stone or
painted wood signs are generally most appropriate.

•  Commercial signage that advertises a business or service should
be simple in design; preferably identifying only the name, purpose and
address on a sign structure sized for reasonable legibility.

•  Freestanding signs should be mounted fairly low to the ground to
avoid blocking the pedestrian’s view.  Signs mounted on low, land-
scaped bases may also be appropriate.

•  Accent lighting used to illuminate signs should be installed in a
manner that minimizes visibility of the light fixture and does not result
in glare.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Avoid multicolored signs, limiting the choice to two colors plus black
and white.  Also, avoid fancy script or type faces that may be difficult to
read.

•  Internally illuminated signs and modern materials such as back-
lighted plastic or sandblasted wood are generally not appropriate.

•  Flush mounted signs should not conceal architectural features or
detail.  Avoid use of free standing signs larger than 24”x36”.

Cast bronze or aluminum plaques that identify
a historic building (for example a property
listed on the National Register or designated
as a Local Landmark) may be installed on a
building, with approval by the Heritage
Commission of the design and content.

While mounting a sign on the
building facade is usually consid-
ered less visually obtrusive, well-
designed low-profile signage may
also be determined appropriate.

Commercial signs should contribute
to the overall image of the historic
building or area.  A successful sign
does not have to be large or flashy
to serve the needs of the business
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Additions & Ancillary Buildings
As with most historic neighborhoods, the Truman District is primarily comprised of
buildings that have evolved significantly over time in order to meet the needs and
demands of new owners and new uses.  Major additions and the construction of
modern garages have historically been commonplace.  Many of the changes and
improvements made to District properties took place during the Truman Era, and
have therefore gained historic significance that makes them worthy of preservation.

From time-to-time the construction of new additions and ancillary structures may
also be necessary in order for some historic properties to remain in use.  When
designing a new addition or planning the construction of a garage or outbuilding,
refer to the sections of this manual regarding Elements of Design and New Con-
struction for guidance.  (All additions and new ancillary buildings must be reviewed
and approved by the Commission prior to beginning construction.)

RECOMMENDED

•  Retain and preserve existing additions and ancillary structures that relate to the
historic evolution of the property and therefore have achieved significance of their
own.

•  If an existing addition or ancillary building is determined historic, plans for rehabili-
tation should follow the recommended guidelines for treatment of its historic ele-
ments (i.e. masonry, siding, trim, windows, roofs, etc.).

• Repair rather than replace damaged or deteriorated features of historic additions
and ancillary buildings.  When replacement is necessary only the portions that are
damaged should be removed.

•  Replacement of historic materials should be in-kind, that is with the same material
and using the same design.  Substitute materials should only be considered when
use of the original material is not technically feasible, or will result in an economic
hardship.

•  Reconstruction  of a historic addition or accessory building  that is missing or
deteriorated beyond repair must be based on accurate documentation of the original
and must be done in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Reconstruction.

The introduction of the automobile had a profound effect
on the cultural landscape of the Truman Neighborhood,
and the City of Independence as a whole.  Consequently,
historic one-car garages like this one are a characteristic
feature of many properties dating before the mid-twentieth
century.  Preservation  of such character is key to under-
standing the development history of the Truman District.

The Truman Home
is a prime example

of how additions
and alterations can

achieve historic
significance in their

own right.

Originally con-
structed c. 1867 as the
home of George
Poterfield Gates, this
two-story frame
building later
became the kitchen
wing of a c. 1885  2- 1/
2 story Victorian
mansion.
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While protecting the historic character of the Truman Heritage District
is the primary concern of the Heritage Commission, it is equally
important to the future of the neighborhood that the District be func-
tional for modern life-styles and that the buildings meet the needs of
modern families.  Accommodating technological and safety required
devices in a way that is sensitive to the historic fabric of the District
can be achieved by applying the following recommendations.

RECOMMENDED

•  When proposing a new use for a historic property it is important to first
consider whether all accessibility and life safety codes can be satisfied
without significantly compromising existing historic fabric.

•  Safety requirements should be met in a way that does not detract from
the appearance of a historic building.  Exterior stairs and elevator addi-
tions should be placed on the rear or side of the building.  Handicapped
accessible ramps should be designed in a way that does not diminish
the elements of a character defining elevation.

•  Some variances from local and federal codes may be granted for
historic buildings when a project is designed following the design
guidelines and with provisions that keep the safety of the occupants in
mind.

•  Mechanical equipment including TV antennas, solar panels, telephone
and electrical wiring, satellite dishes, HVAC units, window units, etc.
should be installed at the rear of the building, or in an inconspicuous
place that is not highly visible from the public right-of-way.

•  Appropriate landscaping and fencing can be used to shield mechani-
cal systems and safety elements from public view.

A lack of consideration
shown for placement of this
exterior stairway resulted in
the needless loss of historic
integrity for this late 19th
century dwelling.

Screening mechanical
elements from view using
appropriate landscaping
helps to preserve the
appearance of a historic
time and place within the
Truman Neighborhood.

NOT RECOMMENDED

•  Attaching mechanical elements using a method that will cause
permanent damage to the historic fabric of a building is dis-
couraged.

•  Significantly altering the historic appearance of a primary
entrance in order to accommodate modern fire escapes and
access ramps is not appropriate.
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New Construction

New construction may include projects such as structural additions to a primary building, construction of a garage or outbuild-
ing, fences and retaining walls, swimming pools, etc.  All new construction taking place in the Truman Heritage District re-
quires review and approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Independence Heritage Commission before work begins.

When planning a project that will require new construction on/to your historic property, careful consideration should first be
given to the previous section of this manual regarding Elements of Design.  Following these general principles for determining
the mass, pattern, alignment and scale that is appropriate will help insure that your new construction will not adversely impact
the character of the Truman Heritage District.  In addition, new construction should also keep in mind the following recommen-
dations:
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General Appearance

•  In general, new construction should strive to be compatible with
neighboring properties by conforming in size, scale, massing,
height, rhythm, setback and material.

•  New construction should not attempt to look old, but rather
should be distinguishable as a product of its own time.  It is desir-
able for new construction to maintain the basic design character of
the Heritage District without attempting to create a history that
never existed.

Building Placement

•  Because the setback and spacing of buildings varies greatly
within the Truman District, placement of new construction on its lot
should be consistent with that of similar structures on adjacent and
surrounding properties.

•  Infill construction should reflect typical front and side yards found
to be characteristic of the block on which the new construction will
be located.

Materials and Details

•  The materials and details used in new construction should
complement materials and details used on nearby buildings.

•  Synthetic materials including asphalt siding, wood textured metal
or vinyl siding, and artificial stone or brick veneer are not recom-
mended.  In  some instances vinyl siding may be determined
acceptable if an appropriate width and treatment of trim detail can
be agreed upon.

These Sanborn Maps,
dated c. 1949, demonstrate
how the relationship of
building placement,  both
to the street and to each
other, vary greatly within
the Truman Heritage
District.

Both maps illustrate sections
of North Delaware Street, one

showing the large lots  and
extensive setbacks characteris-

tic of the 300-400 block
(above), and the other showing
the narrow lots and diminished

setbacks common in the 600-
700 block (right).

New construction within a historic
district should maintain the basic
design characteristics of mass,
pattern, alignment and scale but
should remain easily recognized as a
product of its own time.   Designs
such as this (left) that replicate a
historic style create  a false sense of
history.

This house design (right) would
be compatible in size, scale
and pattern with buildings

found in the Truman Neighbor-
hood, without attempting to

precisely replicate a historic
architectural style.
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Materials and Details (cont.)

•  The introduction of modern industrial materials such as metal
framing, concrete block, dryvit and plate glass threatens the continuity
of the District and is discouraged..

•  Diagonal and vertical siding are generally not acceptable.

•  New wood surfaces should be painted, and new brick or stone
surfaces should relate in texture and color to other materials of the
same kind that are found in the District.

•  Color schemes selected for new construction are a significant
design consideration.  Although the Heritage Commission does not
review paint color for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness, Staff
and the Commission are available to recommend appropriate colors
for properties located in the Heritage District.  In general, colors should
relate to surrounding structures and to the style of the new construc-
tion.

Porches

•  Porches are an important defining characteristic of individual build-
ing styles.  With an architecturally diverse neighborhood like the
Truman District, the range of porch types available to chose from is
equally diverse.  In general, porch treatments on new construction
should relate to the treatment of existing adjacent structures.

•  Consideration should be given to the appropriate treatment of the
new porch height, width, orientation, spacing and massing of vertical
supports and balustrades, roof structure and materials.

•  Decks and patios should be kept to the rear of the primary building
where they will not be visible from the public view.

Materials that are diagonal, vertical or that are uncharacteristically
wide would not be appropriate for new construction in the Truman
Heritage District.  In this example, the building on the far right
displays one of the acceptable materials for siding new construction,
narrow lap siding.

New porches should be compatible in height, massing of supports
and rail treatment, material, and alignment with adjacent and
surrounding porches in the area.  In this example the second building
design is not appropriate because the porch treatment breaks the
pattern of the streetscape.

Porch posts on newly
constructed porches should
be comparable in massing
and material to those found
on similar porch types in the
neighborhood.  In this
example, the porch posts on
the left do not provide
adequate visual support for
the roof structure and would,
therefore, appear out of
place in a historic setting.
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Window and Doors

•  The windows and doors on new construction should relate in propor-
tion and pattern to those used on existing and adjacent structures.

•  Double-hung windows are the most commonly found window type in
the Heritage District and are, therefore, preferable.  There is little prece-
dent for windows that emphasize a horizontal orientation such as picture
or sliding glass windows

•  While the use of raw (silver finished) metal windows and doors is not
recommended, aluminum units  that are appropriately color treated or
tinted are acceptable.

Roofs

•  The architectural diversity of the Truman Neighborhood offers a wide
variety of roof forms that would be acceptable for new construction.  The
selected form should be compatible in roof height, pitch and material with
existing adjacent structures.

•  The roof form of a secondary structure should match that of the pri-
mary structure in pitch and material if visible from the street.

•  Roof treatment such as skylights, vents, metal chimneys and antennas
should not be placed on a roof plane that is visible from the public right-
of-way.

New Additions

•  New additions should be limited to noncharacter-defining elevations of
the building, and should be positioned away from the public viewshed.

•  Additions should break back from the wall plane of the original struc-
ture, even if only by a few inches.  In some cases, an addition positioned
at the rear of a building can be designed wider than the original if the
extension will not be readily visible from the street.

Window patterns and proportions on new construction should be
consistent with those established in the Heritage District.  The windows
of the second house are too small and do not reflect a coherent
pattern; the windows on the third building are too large and reflect a
horizontal orientation that is uncharacteristic for the area.

The Truman Heritage District displays a wide variety of roof types and
treatments.  If an established pattern exists along a streetscape, any
new construction should maintain that pattern and should be compat-
ible in terms of materials and treatment of dormers, soffits, chimneys,
etc.  In this example, while the second house does employ a historic
roof form, its pitch is too low in relation to surrounding structures.
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New Additions (cont.)

•  Additions should be compatible in mass, scale, pattern and alignment;  but
should remain easily identifiable as  contemporary products of the property’s
evolution. (See earlier section on Elements of Design)

•  When possible, new additions should be constructed as self-supporting
buildings so that damage to existing historic fabric is minimized.  This ap-
proach also provides for future removal of the addition without damaging the
historic structure or materials.

•  Avoid covering or removing significant architectural detailing to allow for new
additions.

•  Altering the roof line of a historic building, by changing roof pitch or slope, or
by adding dormers or skylights on the main facade, is not appropriate.

•  A new addition should be designed so that it is both sensitive to existing
building character and easily differentiated from the original structure.  An
addition should not attempt to look as if it was always there.

•  Always avoid additions to primary facades that will be readily visible from
the public view.

•  When designing new additions or ancillary buildings, keep in mind that
imitating historic styles and detailing exactly will result in a false display of the
building’s history and is not desirable.

Outbuildings

•  Construction of new outbuildings should complement, rather than imitate,
the existing structure(s) in use of design elements, materials, roof form,
window and door treatment, and color.  In other words, new outbuildings
should not attempt to look historic.

•  New outbuildings should reflect the orientation of similar structures on
adjacent and surrounding properties.
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Outbuildings (cont.)

•  The size and scale of a new outbuilding should clearly indicate its
intent as a secondary structure.  New ancillary buildings should not
overpower the historic structure in appearance or substantially domi-
nate historically unbuilt areas of the property.

•  New outbuildings should be constructed to the rear of the primary
structure and should not be visible from the public viewshed.  In
situations involving a corner lot, where the building would be visible
from a secondary street, placement should be toward the back of the
lot and along the side street.

•  Access to a newly constructed outbuilding should be from an alley
way if at all possible.  Where alleys do not exist, curb-cut driveways or
garages that face the street may be acceptable.

•  In the case of a double-car garage, where there is visibility from the
public view, two single doors should be used to avoid the broad hori-
zontal look of a double-wide door.

•  Parking should not be located in front yards.  Residential parking
space should be restricted to the rear lot and commercial to the side
or rear.

•  The scale and intensity of required lighting for parking space should
not detract from the character of the Heritage District.

•  All paved parking should be screened from public view with appropri-
ate landscaping.

Fencing & Landscaping

•  New rear yard fencing should not extend forward past the midpoint
between the front and back facades of a primary structure, and should
be no more than 48” in height.
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Where alley access is already
available it would not be
appropriate to have curb cut
access to new outbuildings.

YES                NO YES                NO
Where alley access is not
available, outbuildings
should be positioned behind
the primary structure.

YES                                         NO
The impact of constructing a double-car garage in the
Heritage District can be minimized by using two single doors
instead of one.  In addition, this example illustrates a more
appropriate roof pitch and siding width for new construction.

YES                                         NO
Appropriate landscaping and setback design help to conceal
parking construction from public view.
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Fencing & Landscaping (cont.)

•  New fencing should always complement the primary structure in
style.  Inappropriate fence types such as basket weave, shadow box,
split rail, stockade, louvered, widely-spaced ornamental picket, and
chain-link that is over 4’ in height should be avoided.  (For assistance in
determining an appropriate style of fencing, contact the Historic Preser-
vation Division.)

•  Appropriate rear yard fencing materials include:  lattice panel,
vertical boards (either abutted or spaced), welded or woven wire (with
hedge), and clad chain link if not seen from the street.

•  Privacy fences may be used to enclose areas not readily seen from
the street.  Such fences should not exceed a maximum height of 72”.
Use of privacy fences on corner lots will require the approval of the
Heritage Commission.

•  When permitted, front yard fencing shall be open in style and should
be no taller than 48”.  Wooden picket, wrought iron or aluminum, and
certain decorative wooden fence types are typically the only accept-
able materials for use in front of a primary structure.  In some in-
stances, new plastic/recycled materials may also be approved by the
Commission.

•  Wooden fences should always be painted or stained opaque, and all
fences must be installed with finish sides facing the street.

•  Refer to the Rehabilitation section for recommendations on appro-
priate site development and landscaping.
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Alignment, the linear relationship of buildings along a streetscape.

Baluster, an upright member supporting a railing or bannister.

Balustrade, a porch or stair railing composed of balusters and capped with a handrail.

Bargeboard, a decorative board attached to the gable ends of a roof.

Bay, a structural division of a building, usually marked by vertical elements such as windows
or doors.

Bay window, a window which protrudes from the plane of the wall, filling a bay.

Belt course, a projecting ornamental band that wraps horizontally around a building

Bond, the pattern created by the arrangement of bricks within a wall.

Bracket, a decorative element that appears to support the eave or other overhangs of a
building.

Capital, the decorative top of a column or pilaster.

Casement, a hinged frame for a window that swings open and shut like a door.

Clapboards,  a traditional siding of narrow, horizontal, overlapping, wooden boards, usually
four to six inches wide on older buildings.

Column,  a vertical pillar, either structural or decorative in design.

Corbel, a bracket or support created with stepped or overlapping bricks or stones.

Glossary

Column

Balustrade

Pier

Corbeling
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Glossary (cont.)

Cornice, ornamental moulding that protrudes along the top of a building; exterior trim where the
wall meets the roof.

Cupola, a small, domed or pointed structure that rises above a roof.

Dentil, small, squared ornamental blocks placed regularly in a row at the bottom of a cornice;
forms a moulding that resembles teeth.

Dormer, a roofed structure, usually containing a window, that protrudes from the slope of a roof.

Double-hung Window, a window with two sash that open by sliding one vertically past the other.

Eave, the underside of the roof that extends beyond the wall of a building.

Elevation, a vertical surface of a building or structure; a scaled drawing or plan of a vertical
surface of a building or structure.

Facade, the front or principal face of a building.

Fascia, the horizontal band that forms the trim along the edge of a flat roof, or along the horizontal
side of a pitched roof

Fenestration, the arrangement, proportion, and pattern of window openings in a wall.

Finial,  a pointed ornament placed at the top of a spire, gable or pinnacle of a roof.

Flashing, pieces of metal for waterproofing roofing joints.

Frieze, the decorative band below the cornice.

Gable, the triangular portion of a wall between opposite sides of a sloping roof.

Gable Roof, a single-pitched roof with a gable at each end.
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Glossary (cont.)

Gambrel Roof, a pitched roof having two slopes, the lower one being steeper than the
upper.

Hip Roof, a roof having a uniformly pitched slope on all four sides.

In-kind, a term used to describe the notion of replacing historic elements that have been
removed from a building with something that is identical in material, size, color, texture and
style to the original.

Integrity,  the intact condition of a property’s historical characteristics.

Keystone, the central brick or stone of an arch; usually found over a window or door
opening.

Light, an individual pane of glass.

Lintel, a horizontal beam over a window or door opening; a lintel may be decorative or may
be used to carry the construction load above.

Mansard Roof, a roof having two slopes on all four sides, the lower one being steeper
than the upper.

Molding, a decorative band or strip with a profile that is generally used in cornices and as
trim around window and door openings.

Mullion, the vertical member that divides (and often supports) a series of windows.

Muntin, a narrow bar dividing a window into individual lights.

Oriel Window, a projecting bay window that extends from the wall and is supported by
brackets.

Parapet, a low wall at the edge of a roof.
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Glossary (cont.)
Pediment, a low-pitched gable that crowns a facade or that is used as an ornament above a
door, window, or portico.

Pilaster, a shallow rectangular column which is mounted on a wall surface; often made to
resemble a classical column.

Portico, a central porch, usually supported by columns and having a pediment.

Preservation, the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form,
integrity, and materials of a historic property.

Profile, the appearance of a tooled mortar joint.

PSI, pound per square inch; used to describe the amount of pressure appropriate for
use when cleaning historic building materials.

Quoins,  ornamental stone or brick used to accentuate the corners of buildings.

Reconstruction,  the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the
form, features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure or
object for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in
its historic location.

Rehabilitation, the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a prop-
erty through repair, alterations and additions while preserving those portions or features which
convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

Remodeling, the make over of a building by removing or destroying its original features and
substituting them with new materials that are modern in appearance.

Restoration, the act or process of accurately depicting the form, geatures, and character of a
property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from
other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period.

Portico

Quoins

Pilaster
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Glossary (cont.)

Ridge, the intersection of two sloping sides of a roof.

Shake, a thick, rustic looking wood shingle made by splitting, rather than sawing a log.

Sidelights, the narrow vertical windows that flank the side(s) of a doorway.

Shed Roof,  a low sloping plane that extends out from a wall of a building, usually creating a
porch roof or the roof of a projecting bay or dormer.

Sill, the bottom horizontal member of a window frame.

Soffit, the under side of the cornice or eaves which provides protection for the subroofing;
usually exposed and finished with wood or metal.

Transom,  a small window located over a door or another window which allows for additional
light and ventilation.

Veneer, an exterior facing of brick, stone, stucco, etc. that provides a decorative but non-load-
bearing surface.

Vernacular, regional or folk building forms and techniques that sometimes incorporate elements
of stylized architecture.

Water Table, a projecting ledge above the foundation that is sloped to direct water away from
the structure.

Water Table
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To obtain information on the application of these design guidelines and
the Independence Historic Preservation Program contact:

Historic Preservation Division
Community Development Department
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO  64050

Telephone: 816/325-7419
Fax: 816/325-7400

Other Resources

Missouri Historic Preservation Office
Division of Parks, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation
Department of Natural Resources
100 East High Street
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO  65102
573/751-2479

National Trust for Historic Preservation
1785 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC  20036
202/673-4000

National Trust Midwest Regional Office
53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 1135
Chicago, IL  60604
312/939-5547

Missouri Alliance for Historic Preservation
PO Box 1715
Columbia, MO  65205-1715
573/443-5946

Midtown/Truman Road Corridor Neighborhood Center
800 W. Maple
Independence, MO  64050
816/461-7037

Truman National Historic Landmark District & Site
National Park Service
223 N. Main
Independence, MO  64050
816/254-2720

To obtain information about community housing rehabilitation
assistance programs contact:

Community Development Block Grant Program
Community Development Department
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO  64050

Telephone: 816/325-7396
Fax: 816-325-7400
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This activity that is the subject of this design guidelines manual has been financed in part with Federal funds administered by the
Historic Preservation Program, Division of State Parks, Missouri Department of Natural Resources, and the Federal Awarding Agency.
However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Federal Awarding Agency or the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute an endorsement or
recommendation.

This program received Federal funds from the National Park Service.  Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior strictly
prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handi-
cap.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of
Federal assistance should write to:  Director of Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C.  20013-7127.
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