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Executive Summary 
The Independence Parks Commission was established by Ordinance in 1999.  The Commission’s 

primary mission is to act in an advisory capacity to the City Council relating to public awareness, 

facility use, and program participation regarding Parks and Recreation activities. The Commission 

also serves as the official Parks and Recreation Sales Tax Oversight Committee.  The Commission 

meets quarterly, at which time information related to budgets, project status, programs, and 

facility operations are reviewed.  This information is provided by administrative staff from the 

City's Parks and Recreation Department.   

It is the opinion of the members of the Independence Parks Commission that the activities, 

initiatives, and projects funded by the Parks Sales Tax are in keeping with the sales tax program’s 

intent, and that the sales tax program is critical in supporting the work of the Department to 

enhance the quality of life in Independence. 

Mayor’s Christmas Carnival 



 

 

2 Independence Parks Commission Sales Tax Program Report #29 

April 10, 2017 

 

Contents 
Executive Summary ..................................................................... 1 

Contents ...................................................................................... 2 

Sales Tax Review .......................................................................... 3 

Current Commissioners ............................................................... 3 

Current Project Status ................................................................. 3 

Santa Fe Tennis ........................................................................... 4 

The DeWitt Center ....................................................................... 5 

Mccoy Park  ................................................................................. 5 

The Park Revitalization Program ................................................. 6 

Family Programs .......................................................................... 7 

Recreation Facility Operations .................................................... 7 

Closing ......................................................................................... 8 

 

  



 

 

3 Independence Parks Commission Sales Tax Program Report #29 

April 10, 2017 

13th Annual Winter Solstice 

 

Sales Tax Review 
The first Parks Tax was approved in 1998.  Voters at that time approved a 5 year, 1/8 -cent sales 

tax for Park Capital Improvements. This tax ended in 2002 and voters approved a new ¼-cent sales 

tax.  Half of this tax (1/8 –cent) was dedicated to funding on-going parks maintenance, facility 

operations, and recreation programming in perpetuity, while the other half (1/8 –cent) was 

dedicated to funding the construction of new parks and recreation facilities in Independence for 

a 10-year period.  

In August of 2010, voters approved the renewal of the ¼-cent parks and recreation sales tax in 

perpetuity.   

 

Current Commissioners 
The Parks Commission is comprised of seven 

voting members and two ex-officio members all 

appointed by the City Council.  Current members 

of the Park Commission include: Chairperson John 

Eppert, Cliff McCormick, Gail Price, Jolie Austin, 

Elmer Falls, Jr., Zachary Gall and Daniel Pierce.  

Roger Hershey and Judge Jack Gant serve as ex-

officio members of the group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bird Banding at George Owens Nature Park 
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Current Project Status 
Most of the primary projects currently underway are a continuance of those reported on last 

fall.  These projects are in harmony with the high priority our residents have expressed for 

maintaining and improving our existing facilities and parks.   The four most prominent projects 

for this reporting period include:  

1. Santa Fe Restroom Renovation Project 

2. The DeWitt Nature Center 

3. The McCoy Park Inclusive Play Project 

4. Crysler Stadium Wall Replacement 

 

The Santa Fe Tennis Complex Restroom Renovation Project  
 
The Santa Fe Tennis Complex hosts numerous high school teams, 
USTA tournaments and matches, and local league play.  This popular 
site is utilized almost year round; but had the drawback of being 
served by a seasonal restroom facility.  Staff developed a phased 
project that would increase restroom availability to match the times 
the courts are in use.    
 
Phases I and II of the project are now complete.  This work included 
installing a new water supply line and back flow preventer, replacing 
the plumbing waste water lines, installing new electrical service, 
renovating the chase and storage area, installing new exterior block 
veneer siding and replacing the open air wire window openings with 
new opaque, thermal pane windows.  

Phase III is very near completion as 
well.  Heaters, new toilets, hand-
dryers and interior wall treatments 
are installed.  The sinks were also 
refurbished as part of this project.  
The concrete floor will be repaired 
and painted in the new future 
bringing this project to a close.     

  

Exterior Renovation 
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The DeWitt Center 
 

The new DeWitt Center is designed 

as both a nature center and as a 

severe weather shelter.  Finish work 

on the interior and exterior 

continued throughout the winter.  

Inside the building the large fish tank 

displays and rock wall are complete, 

sound absorbing panels have been 

installed and the flooring is in place.  

Several exhibit cages are in place 

and outfitted.  Work on the fish 

exhibit façade is complete as is the 

welcome desk.   

Outside work included the creation of bio-swales and rain gardens to the north of the facility, 

seeding of the grass-paver walkways and patio, and additional landscaping vegetation installed 

by volunteers, contractors and park staff.  Seasonal additions and improvements to the 

landscaping are planned for the next several years. 

The programming plan includes the installation of temporary, rotating exhibits.  The facility 

opened to the public this winter with the unveiling of several permanent exhibits and the first 

temporary exhibit. 

                            

McCoy Park Inclusive Play Project 
Due in large part to a grant secured through the 

Community Development Block Grant 

program, coupled with several large private 

and corporate donations, the third and final 

phase of the McCoy Park Inclusive Play project 

was completed this past fall.  This phase 

featured a very large inclusive playground for 

children 5 and older and their families. 

The first phase of the project brought the Cal 

Ripken, Sr.  Ability Field to our community; a 

baseball field specifically designed for children 

with disabilities.   

          DeWitt Hall at George Owens Nature Park 

5+ Year Old Inclusive Playground 
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Immediately thereafter the ribbon was cut on the second phase of the project; the first of two 

Unlimited Play playgrounds.  This particular playground is designed for children ages 2 to 5 and 

includes play features for both able-bodied and disabled children. 

The Park Revitalization Program 
The Park Revitalization program is an on-going effort that addresses routine needs such as 

replacing park benches and trash receptacles, repairing damaged playground equipment and 

picnic benches, repairing mechanical systems and pumps, replenishing playground safety 

surfacing, repairs to trails, parking lots and concrete surfaces.  Park staff addresses these needs 

continuously to ensure that facilities are kept in working order throughout the spring, summer, 

and fall seasons.   

 

  

Foot Bridge Replacement at George Owens Nature Park 
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Family Programs 
The programs created under this initiative continue to have an impact on the number of activities 
available throughout the entire park system. The emphasis, as always, is on family-oriented fun.  
A few of the programs held this past fall and winter include: 
 

 Enchanted Forest (4 events) 

 Full Moon Hike (7 events) 

 Plein Air Event (3 days offered 

to the public) 

 Pollinator Program (3 events) 

 Mayor’s Christmas Carnival 

 Power Palooza 

 Little Princess Ball 

 13th Annual Winter Solstice 

Torch Lit Hike 

 Bird Banding with Missouri River Bird Observatory 

 Robert E. Tindall Scholarship Art Show & Reception 

(partnership with Independence Art Association) 

 Signs of Spring Hike 

 Wildflower Hike for Home School Families 

Recreation Facility Operations 
Facility operations for the Truman Memorial Building, the Palmer Center and the Athletic Complex 

are also funded by the Parks and Recreation Sales Tax Program.  As usual, the Palmer Center has 

had a very successful spring and summer.  The Silver Sneakers program continues to grow.  Senior 

citizens having any one of two dozen different health insurance plans are able to participate in a 

number of select fitness classes, and to work out in the Palmer fitness center, at no charge.  For 

these participants, Palmer Center staff tracks and invoices the program provider for class fees and 

fitness center visits. 

The Truman Memorial Building continues to see an increase in participation in a wide array of 

activities; from community celebrations and business meetings to veteran’s programs, weddings 

and fitness classes.   

The sales tax fund also supports the maintenance needs at the Independence Athletic Complex.  

This 168-acre complex is home to several Independence based youth athletic associations and 

high school teams.  Utilization of the complex continues to rise as the athletic associations 

continue to grow and newer programs such as the senior softball league, the Ban Johnson Baseball 

program, and outside tournaments make use of the facility.  In order to accommodate this growth, 

continuous and extensive maintenance of the facility is required.  

Fall Plein Air Event 
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In Closing 
It is the opinion of the Parks Comission that the activities, initiatives, and projects supported by 

the Parks Sales Tax are in keeping with the program’s intent, and that the work of the Parks and 

Recreation Department continues to enhance the quality of life in Independence.  

The members of the Independence Parks Commission, on behalf of the residents of 

Independence, express our gratitude and appreciation to the Mayor and City Council for their 

continued interest in, and support of, providing the best possible parks, recreation facilities, and 

programs for the people of Independence. 

 

 

 

Truman Memorial Building Santa Fe Park  

Independence Athletic Complex Palmer Senior Center  

Adventure Oasis Water Park 


