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Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   
 

Upcoming dates; 
- August 7 
- September 4 
- October 2 

 
*** Meeting location may be changed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPD V.I.P.S. (Volunteers In Police Services) 

The VIPS (Volunteers In Police Service) is a volunteer 

group organized to assist the police department in provid-

ing a higher level of service to the community. The VIPS 

do this by providing services that would otherwise keep 

officers from responding to higher priority calls for ser-

vice. 

The VIPS or Volunteers in Police Service originated from 

a directive in President Bush’s 2002 State of the Union 

Address. The President, in light of the 9-11 attacks, called 

all citizens to act on higher levels in their communities. 

In the City of Independence there are over 120,000 citi-

zens. These citizens are well served by their police depart-

ment consisting of just over 200 sworn law enforcement 

officers. Although the Independence Police Department 

strives to meet the growing expectations of a growing city, 

it has become more and more difficult to maintain the 

high level of service, as more calls are being made to the 

department everyday. 

Cop’s Corner 

 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
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Traveling to and from School 

1. Plan a walking route to school or the bus stop. Choose the most direct way with the fewest street 
crossings and, if possible, with intersections that have crossing guards. 

2. Walk the route with your child beforehand. Tell him or her to stay away from parks, vacant lots, fields 
and other places where there aren’t many people around. 

3. Teach your child never to talk to strangers or accept rides or gifts from strangers. Remember, a 
stranger is anyone you or your children don’t know well or don’t trust. 

4. Be sure your child walks to and from school with a sibling, friend, or neighbor. 

5. Teach your kids — whether walking, biking, or riding the bus to school — to obey all traffic signals, 
signs and traffic officers. Remind them to be extra careful in bad weather. 

6. When driving kids, deliver and pick them up as close to the school as possible. Don't leave until they 
are in the schoolyard or building 

7. If your child bikes to school, make sure he wears a helmet that meets one of the safety standards (U.S. 
CPSC, Snell, ANSI, ASTM, or Canadian). Research indicates that a helmet can reduce the risk of head inju-
ry by up to 85 percent. 

8. If your child rides a scooter to school, make sure she wears sturdy shoes, a helmet, kneepads and el-
bow pads. Children under age 12 should not ride motorized scooters, according to recent recommenda-
tions from the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

9. Teach children to arrive at the bus stop early, stay out of the street, wait for the bus to come to a com-
plete stop before approaching the street, watch for cars and avoid the driver’s blind spot. 

10. Remind your children to stay seated at all times and keep their heads and arms inside the bus while 
riding. When exiting the bus, children should wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, exit from the 
front using the handrail to avoid falls and cross the street at least 10 feet (or 10 giant steps) in front of 
the bus. 

Back to School Safety Tips 

 



3 

 

 

Share the road with motorcycles 

“Driving with a motorcycle near you isn’t like driving with other cars. Motorcycles are often smaller and harder to 

see, plus they don't have the safeguards of metal framing, seatbelts, or airbags when it comes to protection from 

collision. That's why drivers sharing the road with motorcycles need to be extra careful so everyone arrives at their 

destination safely. 

Here are some important ways drivers can observe motorcycle safety. 

Always signal, check mirrors, and check blind spots. These behaviors are good habits to begin with, and they are 

doubly important when sharing the road with motorcycles. Because they are more compact, motorcycles may go 

unnoticed in a casual glance before a lane change, especially in low light or bad weather. 

Large vehicles, watch out! If you are driving a big truck or a van, you already know that your vision can be limited. 

Your blind spots are larger than those of other vehicles, making it harder to see smaller cars and motorcycles 

around you. Be cautious when making turns or changing lanes by keeping in mind that a biker might be harder to 

see. 

Give them the whole lane. You may think that because motorcycles are smaller and don't take up the entire lane, 

it's alright to pass them in the same lane. Think again. Give a bike the full lane, the same way you would any other 

car and driver. 

Treat motorcycle turn signals with caution. If you approach a motorcycle with an activated turn signal, wait for a 

moment to see what they'll do. Unlike cars, most motorcycle signals often aren't self-cancelling, so the driver has to 

remember to manually turn the signal off. Give yourself and the motorcyclist a moment to ensure they are actually 

turning. 

Give motorcycles extra following & passing distance. Many motorcyclists often slow down by only rolling off the 
throttle or downshifting (instead of outright braking), so you may not always see brake lights to alert you of a bike's 
stop. Allow for 3 to 4 seconds of following time for motorcycles, and always assume a bike will brake when ap-
proaching a stop at an intersection. Drivers who cut-off or unintentionally pull in front of a motorcycle without al-
lowing enough space can force the rider to over-brake, slide and fall.  

 

Motorcycle Safety Tips 

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2018. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

bpope@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2018 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


