
1 

Apr-May-Jun 2018 
Inside This Issue: 

Cops Corner 

Spring Safety Tips 

Parks Tips 

Important Contact Numbers 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   
 

Upcoming dates; 
- May 1st 
- June 5th 
 
*** Meeting location may be changed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPD V.I.P.S. (Volunteers In Police Services) 

The VIPS (Volunteers In Police Service) is a volunteer 

group organized to assist the police department in provid-

ing a higher level of service to the community. The VIPS 

do this by providing services that would otherwise keep 

officers from responding to higher priority calls for ser-

vice. 

The VIPS or Volunteers in Police Service originated from 

a directive in President Bush’s 2002 State of the Union 

Address. The President, in light of the 9-11 attacks, called 

all citizens to act on higher levels in their communities. 

In the City of Independence there are over 120,000 citi-

zens. These citizens are well served by their police depart-

ment consisting of just over 200 sworn law enforcement 

officers. Although the Independence Police Department 

strives to meet the growing expectations of a growing city, 

it has become more and more difficult to maintain the 

high level of service, as more calls are being made to the 

department everyday. 

Cop’s Corner 

 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
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Spring is finally here and summer is just around the corner.   

 Always keep your home’s doors and windows locked when you leave your home, even if you leave 
for a short period. 

 Secure all lawn and gardening equipment in a locked shed or garage. 

 Take the time to secure your bicycles. 

 Keep your garage door closed and locked anytime you are not using them. 

 Install motion-activated lights in your front and back yards. 

 DO NOT allow solicitors into your home.  

 Be aware of home improvements scams. Some solicitors or contractors who offer to repair at a dis-
counted fee may request cash up front. 

 Request identification from anyone claiming to represent  a utility company.  True representatives 
will carry identification and gladly show it upon request.  If you are still in doubt, call the  utility com-
pany and verify their identity.  

 The City of Independence requires solicitors to obtain a city permit.  The ordinance does not require 
any charitable, religious, eleemosynary, educational, and non-profit organizations to obtain a permit. 

 Consider placing a “NO SOLICITORS” sign on your property, front door is usually the best placement.  

 Report suspicious activity to the police. 

 Do not allow mail or newspapers to build up in your mailbox or on the porch. Have trusted neighbor 
or family member gather your mail if you are leaving for an extended amount of time. 

 If you go on vacation, register your home with the Independence Police Department (816) 325-7300.  
Requested extra patrol while you are away. 

Spring Crime Prevention Tips 
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“Grown-ups” Safety 

When it comes to safety while in the park, some people might simply think about parks as being places 

for kids to play. But they can be great for grown-ups as well. Adults utilize them for walking, jogging, 

sightseeing and several other things. However, nothing has the potential to wreck a good time faster 

than an unwanted encounter. 

Bigger outside parks may have untamed pets to keep an eye out for or worse. On a daily basis people 

go running in a park either before or after job. Predators know that can be a great time to get to a per-

son when they are alone and not paying sufficient attention to their surroundings. Law breakers watch 

for simple targets; people that are separated, prone as well as those easy to surprise. That makes it es-

sential to always be extra mindful. Attempt to avoid locations that are dark, or have barriers that some-

body can hide behind. Criminals want to benefit from remote locations where they can surprise a pos-

sible sufferer. 

Take in everything that is around you, and try not to look lost, confused or shy. These are all character-

istics that aggressors like. If they see somebody proactively aware of their surroundings, as well as po-

tentially the type to cause trouble, possibilities are they will leave you alone. 

That said, some people may not be deterred so easily. Non lethal devices like some pepper spray or a 

stun-gun is an ideal solution for your personal defense. They can be utilized to stop an assault, giving 

you long enough to get away safely. Before carrying it in a situation you may have to use it, familiar-

ize yourself with how it works. In a real situation, you will have only moments to respond. 

Maintaining Youngsters Safety 

Any parent or those who have children i9n their lives know how much fun little ones can have at the 

park.  Remember to maintain a watchful eye on them as well as ensure they are close by at all times. 

Predators use parks as a location to hide and watch for possible loners, or a kid that has wandered off 

far away from adult supervision. 

A good way to help  keep children safe in a park is to provide them a personal alarm system that sends 

out a high pitched squalling sound when turned on. You can pick a version that the child can activate 

whenever he or she feels threatened, or one that automatically goes off anytime they are beyond a de-

fined distance from you. It will allow everybody around know that something is wrong, and also draw 

immediate focus to the child. 

Be Prepared  

Even if you’re just visiting a park that’s down the street from your house, it is very important to be 

prepared. Have your phone with you and readily accessible in situations you may have to make an 

emergency call. If you have to call 911, be sure you can call promptly. (Crimepreventiontips.org) 

Enjoy the many parks and beautiful trails in Independence when the weather changes from 

cold to NICE!! 

Park Tips 

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2018. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

bpope@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2018 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


