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Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   

 
 

Upcoming dates; 
- July 11th 
- August 1st 
- September 5th 
 
 
***Meeting locations may be changed  

  

 

Officer David Abraham 

Independence Police 

C.I.T Officer of the Year (2016) 

Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Officers help to improve in-

teraction between law enforcement and persons with mental 

illness and prevent the inappropriate restraint, incarcera-

tion, and stigmatization of persons with mental illness. CIT 

Officers help reduce injury to officers, family members, and 

individuals in crisis, and link individuals with mental illness 

to appropriate treatment and resources in the community. 

CIT training is designed to educate and prepare police offic-

ers who come into contact with people with mental illnesses 

to recognize the signs and symptoms of these illnesses and 

to respond effectively and appropriately to individuals in cri-

sis. Because police officers are often the first responders in 

these incidents, it is essential that they know how mental 

illnesses can alter people’s behaviors and perceptions. The 

trained CIT officer is skilled at de-escalating crises involving 

people with mental illness, while bringing an element of un-

derstanding and compassion to these difficult situations. 

Benefits of CIT 

– Decrease in arrest rates and reported injuries for persons 

with mental illness. 

– Officer injury rates during crisis events decline. 

– Increased officer recognition. 

– Under-served consumers are identified by officers and pro-

vided with care. 

– Officers are better trained and educated in verbal de-

escalation techniques 

It’s OK to ask for a CIT Officer 

Cop’s Corner 

 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
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In the City of Independence, 
“The use of Division 1.4G fireworks within the City limits shall only be permitted on July 3 and July 5 
of each year between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., on July 4 of each year between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and midnight.” Also, it’s illegal “for any person under the age of sixteen (16) 
years, unless under the supervision of a parent or guardian, to possess or discharge Division 1.4G fire-
works within the City limits.” Remember, not all fireworks are legal! 
 
It is unlawful to possess, store, handle, or use the following fireworks within the City: 
▪ Bottle rockets, aerial missile, or similar devices 
▪ Sparkler bombs 
▪ Altered or combined fireworks 
 
I suggest that you reference the city ordinance (9.01.003 Sec. 3301.1.3) before you engage in any 
fireworks related activities. 
 

PLEASE BE SAFE AND FOLLOW THE LAW! 

     

Basic Firework Tips 
 Never allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks. 

 Avoid buying fireworks that are packaged in brown paper because this is often a sign that the fireworks 

were made for professional displays and that they could pose a danger to consumers. 

 Always have an adult supervise fireworks activities. Parents don't realize that young children suffer injuries 

from sparklers. Sparklers burn at temperatures of about 2,000 degrees - hot enough to melt some metals. 

 Never place any part of your body directly over a fireworks device when lighting the fuse. Back up to a safe 

distance immediately after lighting fireworks. 

 Never try to re-light or pick up fireworks that have not ignited fully. 

 Never point or throw fireworks at another person. 

 Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy in case of fire or other mishap. 

 Light fireworks one at a time, then move back quickly. 

 Never carry fireworks in a pocket or shoot them off in metal or glass containers. 

 After fireworks complete their burning, douse the spent device with plenty of water from a bucket or hose 

before discarding it to prevent a trash fire. 
Make sure fireworks are legal in your area before buying or using them. 
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Summer Safety Tips 

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2017. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 

Home Safety Tips 

 Be aware of what’s happening in the neigh-

borhood: Download the McGruff Mobile app 

(available on iTunes or Google Play) to stay 

up-to-date regarding home and vehicle bur-

glaries near your home. Receive and share 

information on the virtual neighborhood 

watch about suspicious activity in your neigh-

borhood and receive alerts when you 

are away. 

 Lock your doors, including the garage door. 

Unlocked doors are open invitations to intrud-

ers. 

 Ask a trusted family member, friend, or 

neighbor to keep a watchful eye on your 

home or have your mail held at the local post 

office until your return.  

 Put lights on timers to give the impression 

that someone is home. 

Don’t post on social media that you are leaving 

Vacation Tips 

 Lock your room and remember not to give out 

your room number or invite strangers into your 

hotel room. 

 Be friendly but be vigilant. Watch for and re-

port any suspicious behavior. 

 Plan your route – stay within well-traveled 

routes and walk in groups.  There’s safety in 

numbers. 

Keep your belongings secure - Purses should be 

securely closed, backpacks are zipped, and wallets 

are kept in your front pocket. When dining 

in restaurants do not hang your purse or backpack 

on the back of your chair. 

Tips for Parents 

 Be proactive – make a backup plan in case the 

group gets separated during a family outing and 

have a scheduled meeting place and time. 

 If your child or teen will be alone a significant 

amount of time, have him/her check in with you 

if they plan to leave the house and when they 

arrive back home. 

Monitor Internet and social media activity to estab-

lish children and teens are visiting appropriate 

sites and following guidelines.  

Car Safety Tips 

 Always lock your doors and roll up 

your windows when you leave your car. 

 Do not leave valuables in the car.  If you must 

leave prized possessions in your vehicle keep 

them out of sight or hidden in the trunk. 

Before you get into your car, check the backseat 

and around the car.  Lock your doors once inside 

the car. 
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

lvirgil@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2017 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


