
1 

Jan-Feb-Mar 2017 
Inside This Issue: 

Cops Corner 

Winter Safety Tips 

Code Enforcement  

Important Contact Numbers 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   
 

Upcoming dates; 
- February ??? 
- March 7th 
- April 4th 
- May 2nd 
- June 6th 
- July ??? 
 
*** Meeting location may be changed 

  

 

IPD is the first agency in the KC Metro area to use StarChase! 

The Independence Police Department is deploying a new technolo-

gy that enables officers to reduce the number of high-speed pur-

suits, while keeping the community and police officers safer. The 

Independence Police Department is the first law enforcement agen-

cy in the KC Metro area to successfully utilize the StarChase de-

vice to apprehend fleeing suspects.  

StarChase uses GPS technology to provide near real-time critical 

intelligence and situational awareness for law enforcement re-

sponse, as well as remove the adrenaline from high-risk vehicle 

interdictions such as police pursuits or drugged/drink driving situa-

tions. The vehicle installed technology utilizes a compressed-air to 

deploy a tag onto a fleeing suspect vehicle. Once attached to the 

suspect’s vehicle, officers are able to utilize the technology to track 

the vehicle in a tactical and safe manner ending or avoiding a high-

speed pursuit in order to apprehend the suspect in a planned and 

coordinated manner.  

It is the policy of the Independence Police Department to conduct 

vehicle pursuits as safely as possibly, keeping the safety of the 

public as our highest priority; this technology helps us do that. We 

will continue to pursue fleeing offenders in accordance with our 

vehicle pursuit policy.  According to Deputy Chief Ken Jarnagin, 

“We’re constantly evaluating different pieces of technology in or-

der to enhance public safety as well as hold criminals accountable 

for their actions in our community.”  

StarChase is being used by law enforcement officers in a dozen 

states and has been credited with scores of successful tags, result-

ing in arrests without crashes or injuries. Since deploying 

StarChase in the last few months, we have had several successful 

pursuit apprehensions utilizing it. In all of these circumstances, 

there were no crashes and the fleeing offender was taken into cus-

tody.  

Cop’s Corner 

 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Citizens’ Academy Spring Session 5 
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Prepare your car 

 

Get you car ready for the cold weather before winter arrives. 

 Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level; check tire tread or replace tires. 

 Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. 

 Use wintertime formula in your windshield washer 

 Prepare a winter emergency kit to keep in your car in case you become stranded 

 Blankets, food and water, booster cables, flares, tire pump, a bag of sand, flashlight, 

 extra batteries, and a first-aid kit. 

 

Prepare your home 

 

Many people prefer to remain indoors in the winter, but staying inside is no guarantee of 

safety. 

 

Winterize your home. 

 Install weather stripping, insulation, and storm windows. 

 Insulate water lines that run along exterior walls. 

 Clean out gutters and repair roof leaks. 

 Check your heating systems. 

 Have your heating system serviced professionally to make sure that it is clean, working 

properly and ventilated to the outside. 

 Inspect and clean fireplaces and chimneys. 

 Install a smoke detector.  Test the batteries monthly. 

 Have a safe alternate heating source and alternate fuels available. 

 Install a carbon monoxide detector.  Learn the symptoms of CO poisoning: headaches, 

Be Prepared to Stay Safe and Healthy in Winter 

  Winter storms and cold temperatures can be hazardous, but if you can plan 
ahead, you and your love ones can stay safe and healthy.  Prepare your homes and cars.  
Prepare for power outages and outdoor activity.  Please check on the older adults. 
 
 Although winter comes as no surprise, many of us are not ready for its arrival.  If 
you are prepared for the hazards of winter, you will be more likely to stay safe and healthy 
when temperatures start to fall. 
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1. GRASS AND WEEDS                                  

All premises and exterior property, including 

any right-of-way/easement bordering or 

crossing the property, shall be maintained free 

from weeds and grass in excess of 12 inches. 

Noxious plants (poison ivy, poison oak, etc.) 

and thickets (dense growth of wild shrubbery) 

are prohibited.  

2. OPEN STORAGE PROHIBITED            

Items such as automobile parts, building ma-

terials, appliances, furniture not designed for 

outside use, tools, tires, machinery, bricks, 

business related equipment and other similar 

items cannot be kept outside for more than 

seven days. Barbecue grills, lawn furniture, 

garden hoses, lawn mowers, and toys de-

signed for outside use may be stored outside 

provided they are kept in good repair and free 

of insect/rodent infestation. Firewood should 

be stored behind the house, cut in length/sizes 

suitable for use and stacked evenly on a con-

crete pad or 12 inches off the ground.  

3. NUISANCE VEHICLES                              

All vehicles must be registered, currently li-

censed, and in operable condition if they are 

parked, kept or stored on the premises in an 

unenclosed area for more than seven days.  

4. FENCES/SWIMMING POOL FENCES     

All fences on the premises shall be structural-

ly sound and constructed of customary or nor-

mal fencing material. Swimming pools which 

contain 12 inches or more of water at any 

point must be completely enclosed by a 6-foot 

fence or other 6-foot high structure. Gates 

enclosing swimming pools must be self-

latching and inaccessible from the outside.  

The Code Enforcement Department can help you keep your neighborhoods stay safe and 

looking clean.  To file a complaint you can do it online or call 816-325-7193 

Code Enforcement  

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2017. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 

5. REFUSE, RUBBISH, AND GARBAGE           

All exterior property and premises shall be free from 

any accumulation of refuse, rubbish and garbage. All 

refuse shall be disposed of properly. All refuse con-

tainers shall be made of a rodent/insect proof materi-

al with tight fitting lids and stored inside or behind 

the front building line of the structure. Refuse shall 

not be place at the curb more than 16 hours prior to 

the time of scheduled pick-up and refuse containers 

must be removed from the curb the same day. Single 

family dwellings and duplexes shall not use refuse 

containers in excess of 90 gallon capacity.  

6. LANDLORD/TENANT                                  

Landlords are responsible for: a) obtaining a rental 

business license; b) providing each tenant with a 

Landlord/Tenant Guide; c) maintaining the premises 

in accordance with the property maintenance code; 

d) following all applicable laws to evict tenants or to 

terminate utilities. Tenants are responsible for: a) 

maintaining the premises in accordance with the 

property maintenance code; b) providing accurate 

information when applying for tenancy; c) not inten-

tionally causing damage to the premises; d) allowing 

the landlord access to the interior to make repairs.  

7.  BUILDING MAINTENANCE                          

The maintenance of a structure is the responsibility 

of the property owner. Any wood, siding, roofing, 

railings, walls, ceilings, porches, doors, windows 

and screens or other exterior parts of a structure 

must be maintained structurally sound, weather tight, 

rodent proof, and in good repair. All doors and win-

dows shall tightly secure and operate. The street 

number assigned to each structure shall be displayed 

so that it is easily readable from the opposite side of 

the street and in Arabic numerals at least 3 inches in 

height  
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

bpope@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2017 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 
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Who presents the classes at the Academy? 

Instructors are officers and civilian personnel from the var-

ious specialized units within the police department.  These 

instructors present materials and demonstration from their 

various fields of expertise. The academy is coordinated 

through the department’s Community Services Unit. 

What topics are covered in the academy? 

 History of the Police Department 

 Community Services Unit 

 Uniformed Patrol Division   

 Investigations Unit 

 Traffic Unit      

 Drug Enforcement Unit 

 Special Weapons And Tactics Unit (SWAT) 

 K-9 Unit 

 Crime Scene Unit (CSI)     

 Explosives Ordinance Disposal Unit (Bomb Unit) 

 Communications Unit (Dispatch)    

 Firearms Safety and Education (Range Exercise) 

 Fire Arms Training Simulation     

 Police Ride-A-Long program  

For more information and to apply on line; 

http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/IPD/CitizenAcademy 

What is the purpose of the Citizens’ Police Academy? 

    First and foremost, the purpose and goal of the Citizens’ Police Academy is simply understanding.  It is the police 

department’s desire that every member of the academy develop a better understanding of the goals of the police depart-

ment as well as the challenges that face the department on a day-to-day basis.  The citizens’ police academy will provide 

class members with an inside look at each unit within the department, operation of the individual units and the duties 

performed by the members of these units.  Academy members will not only receive instruction in a classroom type set-

ting, they will also participate in actual hands-on practical exercises. This “first hand” look offers citizens the opportuni-

ty to see these challenges for themselves, gain an appreciation and understanding of the issues facing the police depart-

ment, and even offer their own suggestions and advice for a possible resolution.    

  What is the Citizens’ Police Academy? 

    In 1992 the Independence Police Department implemented the 

“Citizens’ Police Academy”.  The academy was developed in an effort 

to inform and educate members of the community on the inner work-

ings of their police department, while building on an already solid 

relationship with the community.  The Citizens’ Academy offers par-

ticipants a front row seat, provided directly from the officers serving 

their community, at the internal workings, goals and values of the In-

dependence Police Department.  Participants in each session commit 

to meeting for three hours, from 6 PM to 9 PM, on Thursday of each 

week, for ten weeks.  The spring 2017 session will begin on March 

2nd.     

Apply Today 

Contact: Officer Billy Pope 

(816) 325-7645  

bpope@indepmo.org 

 

 


