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Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   

 
 

Upcoming dates; 
- April 5th 
- May 3rd 
- June 7th 
- July ??? 
- August 2nd 
 
***Meeting locations may be changed  

  

 

  

  

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15th as National 

Peace Officers Memorial Day. The calendar week in which May 15th 

falls is observed as National Police Week. National Police Week pays 

special recognition to those officers who have lost their lives in the 

line of duty. This year, National Police Week will be observed from 

Sunday, May 15th, through Saturday, May 21st.  

The Independence Police Department, along with the Fraternal Order 

of Police — Independence Lodge #1, will be hosting the annual Po-

lice Officer Memorial Service on Wednesday, May 18th, at 3:30 

P.M., at the central police building, 223 N. Memorial Drive. The ser-

vices are held every year, during police officer memorial week, to 

recognize and honor those officer who have made the ultimate sacri-

fice to protect and serve the community.  

Please join us at the services and pay tribute to these officers and their 

families. If you have not been to a police memorial service before, I 

guarantee you will not regret the time spent after having done so. It 

means so much to the family of the fallen officer, who still attend and 

are honored at the services, as well as the officers still serving the 

community.  

* Alternate location of the Truman Memorial Building, Truman and 

Pleasant, in the event of inclement weather.  

    

Cop’s Corner 

 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
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Spring Crime Prevention Tips.. 

 
Spring is here and summer is just around the corner.   
 Always keep your home’s doors and windows locked when you leave your home, even if you leave for 

a short period. 
 Secure all lawn and gardening equipment in a locked shed or garage. 
 Take the time to secure your bicycles. 
 Keep your garage door closed and locked anytime you are not using them. 
 Install motion-activated lights in your front and back yards. 
 DO NOT allow solicitors into your home.  
 Be aware of home improvements scams. Some solicitors or contractors who offer to repair at a dis-

counted fee may request cash up front. 
 Request identification from anyone claiming to represent  a utility company.  True representatives 

will carry identification and gladly show it upon request.  If you are still in doubt, call the  utility com-
pany and verify their identity.  

 The City of Independence requires solicitors to obtain a city permit.  The ordinance does not require 
any charitable, religious, eleemosynary, educational, and non-profit organizations to obtain a permit. 

 Consider placing a “NO SOLICITORS” sign on your property, front door is usually the best placement.  
 Report suspicious activity to the police. 
 Do not allow mail or newspapers to build up in your mailbox or on the porch. Have trusted neighbor 

or family member gather your mail if you are leaving for an extended amount of time. 
 If you go on vacation, register your home with the Independence Police Department (816) 325-7300.  

Requested extra patrol while you are away. 
 Keep your vehicle’s doors and windows closed and locked.                                                                                             
 
 Cut out “NO SOLICITORS” sign below and place in your front door  and/or window. 

     



3 

 

1. Advance Fee Scheme  

 May be asked to pay upfront for an item or a service, you 

never receive.   

 May also offer to help you claim fake inheritances or oth-

er money supposedly belonging to you. 

2.   Charity Fraud  

 Request to support a fictitious charity supporting a sym-

pathetic cause, such as helping homeless children or dis-

aster victims. 

3.   Sweetheart Scams 

 A fraudster befriends you, wins your affection and trust, 

and takes over your estate or financial affairs. 

 You willing give the fraudster money or control of your 

finances. 

 When your money is gone, the “sweetheart” abandons 

you. 

4.   Work from Home Scams 

 Advertisements promise bug earnings for people who 

want to work from home,  You send a check for training 

materials and discover there are no clients to pay for your 

work or you never receive the materials. 

5.   Home Improvement Scams 

 Solicitors or contractors shows up at your door unan-

nounced.  They may offer to repair your home at a “deep 

discount” and/or request cash up front to complete work.   

 May request repairs that are not needed, if you are not 

sure call for a second opinion. 

6.   Magazine Sales Scams 

 You are offered a magazine subscription at a very low 

price.  The price is misrepresented or the magazine is 

never delivered 

 

Identity Theft 

    Identity theft begins when someone takes 

your personally identifiable information 

such as your name, Social Security Num-

ber, date of birth, and your address to use 

it without your knowledge or permission, 

for their personal gain. 

 Dumpster Diving 

An identity thief will go through your           

trash and find copies of your checks, credit 

card or bank statements, or other paper-

work that states your name, address, 

phone number, and even your Social Secu-

rity Number. 

1. Shred all of mail and paperwork before 

you throw it away 

 Skimming 

The thief will swipe your card through a 

“skimmer”.  The skimmer copies the data 

from your card’s magnetic stripe and it is 

used to create a new card 

1. Keep an eye on the person you hand your 

card to, such as a server/waiter. 

2. Keep an eye on your credit accounts by 

scanning your statements and reviewing 

your credit reports (one free report per 

year from each agency). 

 Phishing 

You receive an email that appears to be 

from your bank or another well-known fi-

nancial institution requesting you to 

“verify” your personal data. 

1. Don’t click links in emails. Contact the 

businesses you have accounts with direct-

ly.  Ask them if the request is legitimate. 

Common Scams 

BE AWARE 

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2016. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

bpope@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2016 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


