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Upcoming Captains’  
Meetings 

 
Police Headquarters Building 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Multi-Purpose Room*** 
(1st Floor) 
7:00 PM   
 

Upcoming dates; 
- February 4th 
- March 3rd 
- April 7th 
- May 5th 
- June 2nd 
- July 7th 
 
***Meeting locations may be changed 
due to upcoming Citizen’s Academy 
Session beginning on March 3rd 

  

 

 SEC. 18.15.005. UNATTENDED MOTOR VEHICLES  
It shall be unlawful for a person driving or in charge of a motor vehi-
cle to permit it to stand unattended without first stopping the engine, 
locking the ignition, removing the key, and effectively setting the 
brake thereon, and when standing upon any grade, turning the front 
wheels to the curb in such manner as to prevent movement of the 
vehicle.  
 With cold weather here, it is very tempting to warm-up your 
vehicle prior to hitting the roads.  This is certainly a good idea for 
comfort and wear and tear on your vehicle, however, if not done 
properly it can lead to more problems than convenience.  
Per city ordinance, it is illegal to leave a vehicle running, unattended, 
with the keys in the vehicle.   
 No officer wants to write a summons to a citizen who is try-
ing to warm their cold vehicle before setting out to take care of the 
daily activities and responsibilities.  However, no officer wants to be-
come involved in a dangerous vehicle pursuit, that could end in dev-
astation, loss of life, property damage, etc… all because this criminal 
took advantage of the owner’s mistake.  Vehicles are stolen more 
frequently around this time of the year and it’s due to this all-to-
common practice by motorists. 
 I have been asked numerous times “is it okay to leave my car 
running if I lock the doors and make a spare key to get into the vehi-
cle with”.  As you can see by the ordinance above, it is unlawful to 
leave the vehicle without locking the ignition.   
 Criminals are aware of remote starters for vehicle, so the 
subject will look in the vehicle to insure there are keys in the vehicle.  
A locked door is not going to stop a criminal from getting into the 
vehicle if they spot those keys hanging in the ignition.   
 Look into a remote start for your vehicle.  They vary in price 
from as low as $50-75 (not including installation) and go up from 
there.  A normal/average price would be around $300-$400 installed 
in most vehicles.  
Thanks for your help with this problem, Officer Billy Pope    
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If your vehicle gets stuck… 
• Do not spin your wheels. This will only dig you in deeper. 
• Turn your wheels from side to side a few times to push snow out of the way. 
• Use a light touch on the gas to ease your car out. 
• Use a shovel to clear snow away from the wheels and the underside of 
the car. 
• Pour sand, kitty litter, gravel or salt in the path of the wheels, to help traction. 

If your rear wheels skid... 
• Take your foot off the accelerator. 
• Steer in the direction you want the front wheels to go. If your rear wheels are sliding left, steer left. If they’re 
sliding right, steer right. 
• If your rear wheels start sliding the other way as you recover, ease the 
steering toward that side. You might have to steer left and right a few 
times to get your vehicle completely under control. 
• If you have standard brakes, pump them gently. 
• If you have anti-lock brakes (ABS), do not pump the brakes. Apply 
steady pressure to the brakes. You will feel the brakes pulse—this is normal. 

Winter Safe Driving Tips... 
We see a lot of vehicle crashes around Independence during the winter months, 
which are partially due to the snowy and icy road conditions. The best advice for 
driving in bad winter weather is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it. If you must go 
out wait until the snow plows and sanding trucks have had a chance to do their work, 
and allow yourself extra time to reach your destination. 
• Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room to stop. You should allow 
at least three times more space than usual between you and the car in front of you. 
• Brake gently to avoid skidding. If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake. 
• Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other motorists. 
• Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills. 
• Don’t use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads. 
• Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which 
will freeze first. Even at temperatures above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you 
might encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges. 
• Don’t pass snow plows and sanding trucks. The drivers have limited visibility, and 
you’re likely to find the road in front of them worse than the road behind them. 
• Don’t assume your vehicle can handle all conditions,. Even four-wheel and 
front-wheel drive vehicles can encounter trouble on winter roads. 

Prepare your vehicle for the worst  
· Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level; check tire tread or, if necessary, replace tires with all-weather 
or snow tires. 
· Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. 
· Use a wintertime formula in your windshield washer. 
· Prepare a winter emergency kit to keep in your car in case you become stranded. Include: 
 Blankets, Food, Water and plastic bags (for sanitation) 
 Booster cables, flares, flashlight, battery-powered radio, and extra batteries, tire pump, and a bag of sand or 

cat litter (for traction) 
 Compass and maps, First-aid kit 
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A List of Tips for Adults on Staying Safe 

 Don’t walk or jog early in the morning or late at night 

when the streets are deserted. 

 When out at night, try to have a friend walk with you. 

 Carry only the money you’ll need on a particular day. 

 Don’t display your cash or any other inviting  targets such 

as pagers, cell phones, hand-held electronic games, or 

expensive jewelry and  clothing. 

 If you think someone is following you, switch directions 

or cross the street. If the person continues to follow you, 

move quickly toward an open store or restaurant or a 

lighted house. Don’t be afraid to yell for help. 

 Try to park in well-lighted areas with good visibility and 

close to walkways, stores, and people. 

 Make sure you have your key out as you approach your 

door. 

 Always lock your car, even if it’s in your own driveway; 

never leave your motor running. 

 Do everything you can to keep a stranger from getting 

into your car or to keep a stranger from forcing you into 

his or her car. 

 If a dating partner has abused you, do not meet him or her 

alone. Do not let him or her in your home or car when 

you are alone. 

 If you are a battered spouse, call the police immediately. 

Assault is a crime, whether committed by a stranger or 

your spouse or any other family member. If you  believe 

that you and your children are in danger, call a crisis    

hotline or a health center (the police can also make a re-

ferral) and leave immediately. 

 If someone tries to rob you, give up your property—don’t 

give up your life. 

 If you are robbed or assaulted, report the crime to the po-

lice. Try to describe the attacker accurately. Your actions 

can help prevent someone else from becoming a victim. 

Personal Safety Tips 

Before you leave.. 

 Place several lights on a timer. 

 Ask a neighbor or family member to check  

your home periodically. 

 Stop newspaper and mail delivery. 

 Don’t forget to set your alarm. 

While traveling 

 Take only essential credit cards. 

 Pack as lightly as possible. 

 Large bags should be shipped in advanced for ex-

tended vacations. 

 If you purchased something hefty, ask the mer-

chant to ship it home for you. 

 Check maps before you go out so you can tour 

confidently. 

 Try not to display expensive jewelry, cameras, 

bags, or other items that might draw   attention. 

 Stick to well-lit, well-traveled streets at all times; 

avoid short-cuts. 

 Never leave your keys out where they can be 

picked up (i.e., poolside, lounge). 

 Never leave a room unlocked, even to go get ice 

or a snack from the vending machine. 

 Make sure everyone in your party—adults, teens, 

children—has the name, address, and phone num-

ber of the place you are staying. 

 Set up rules for each day’s outings on where and 

how you’ll link up if you become separated. 

 Don’t leave valuables in view in the car (your 

own or a rental).  Leave them in the trunk or, bet-

ter still, take them back to your room as soon as 

possible. 

Protect Yourself From Violent Crime 

Crime Prevention Tips 

     REMINDER: If you have not already done so, please register your Neighborhood Watch group for 2014. Each group must register 
every year to be credited as an official group. You can pickup the registration form and a Neighborhood Watch Program Guidebook at 
the Englewood Substation or I can email you a copy of each. (send me an email and I’ll send them). Please drop off your form at the 
Englewood Substation (1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. Your form will be added to our records as an ACTIVE watch group. Re-
member all because you have a Neighborhood Watch sign in your neighborhood, your group may not be ACTIVE! 
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Independence Neighborhood Watch 
1717 S. Appleton Avenue 

Independence, MO 64052 

Fax: 816-325-7647 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator 

Officer Luis Virgil  

Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: lvirgil@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

E-mail us  your  

crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  

Crime Prevention 

 
Preventing crime is: 

1. Everyone’s business 

2. More than security 

3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 

4. Linked with solving social problems 

5. Cost-effective 

Preventing crime requires: 

6.  A central role in law enforcement 

7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 

8.  Education 

9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 

10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 

bpope@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  

watch group for 2016 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 
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Who presents the classes at the Academy? 

Instructors are officers and civilian personnel from the var-

ious specialized units within the police department.  These 

instructors present materials and demonstration from their 

various fields of expertise. The academy is coordinated 

through the department’s Community Services Unit. 

What topics are covered in the academy? 

 History of the Police Department 

 Community Services Unit 

 Uniformed Patrol Division   

 Investigations Unit 

 Traffic Unit      

 Drug Enforcement Unit 

 Special Weapons And Tactics Unit (SWAT) 

 K-9 Unit 

 Crime Scene Unit (CSI)     

 Explosives Ordinance Disposal Unit (Bomb Unit) 

 Communications Unit (Dispatch)    

 Firearms Safety and Education (Range Exercise) 

 Fire Arms Training Simulation     

 Police Ride-A-Long program  

For more information and to apply on line; 

http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/IPD/CitizenAcademy 

What is the purpose of the Citizens’ Police Academy? 

    First and foremost, the purpose and goal of the Citizens’ Police Academy is simply understanding.  It is the police 

department’s desire that every member of the academy develop a better understanding of the goals of the police depart-

ment as well as the challenges that face the department on a day-to-day basis.  The citizens’ police academy will provide 

class members with an inside look at each unit within the department, operation of the individual units and the duties 

performed by the members of these units.  Academy members will not only receive instruction in a classroom type set-

ting, they will also participate in actual hands-on practical exercises. This “first hand” look offers citizens the opportuni-

ty to see these challenges for themselves, gain an appreciation and understanding of the issues facing the police depart-

ment, and even offer their own suggestions and advice for a possible resolution.    

  What is the Citizens’ Police Academy? 

    In 1992 the Independence Police Department implemented the 

“Citizens’ Police Academy”.  The academy was developed in an effort 

to inform and educate members of the community on the inner work-

ings of their police department, while building on an already solid 

relationship with the community.  The Citizens’ Academy offers par-

ticipants a front row seat, provided directly from the officers serving 

their community, at the internal workings, goals and values of the In-

dependence Police Department.  Participants in each session commit 

to meeting for three hours, from 6 PM to 9 PM, on Thursday of each 

week, for ten weeks.  The spring 2016 session will begin on March 

3rd.     

Apply Today 

Contact: Officer Billy Pope 

(816) 325-7645  

bpope@indepmo.org 

 

 


