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 Thanks for checking out this quarterly edition of the 
Neighborhood Watch Newsletter.  We hope that, in        
addition to this newsletter, you are taking advantage of the 
various internet resources that the police department has 
to offer in keeping you well informed and safer in your 
neighborhood.  These three services help do just that: 
 
www.indepmo.org/actioncenter.public/ 
Action Center: While you can’t make official police      
reports on it at this time, the action center is a great tool 
for making complaints or inquiries with various city      
departments.  The police department takes all types of 
complaints ranging from reporting a drug house,         
neighborhood problems and traffic complaints.   
 
www.raidsonline.com  
Raidsonline: This easy and interactive website allows you 
to view information on all crime reports made to the     
police department.  The interactive map is updated six 
times a day and has a lot of neat features including crime 
alert emails and submitting anonymous tips on past        
reported crime. 
 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
Facebook: Our Facebook page is another great resource.  
We often post info about crime in Independence, police 
department news as well as occasional crime prevention 
information.  
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Enjoying fireworks can be a lot of fun during this holiday. However, fireworks can also be very          
dangerous.  According to FEMA “In 2010, U.S. hospital emergency rooms treated an estimated 8,600 
people for fireworks-related injuries. 73 percent of these injuries occurred between June 18 - July 18.         

Of these injuries: 65 percent were to males and 35 percent were to females. Children under 15 years old 
accounted for 40 percent of the estimated injuries. Children and young adults under 20 years old had 53 
percent of the estimated injuries. An estimated 900 injuries were associated with firecrackers. Of these, 
an estimated 30  percent were associated with small firecrackers, 17 percent with illegal firecrackers, 
and 53 percent where the type of firecracker was not specified.  

An estimated 1,200 injuries were associated with sparklers and 400 with bottle rockets. The parts of the 
body most often injured were hands and fingers (30 percent), legs (22 percent), eyes (21 percent), and 
head, face, and ears (16 percent). More than half of the injuries were burns. Burns were the most     
common injury to all parts of the body except the eyes, where contusions,  lacerations, and foreign    
bodies in the eye occurred more frequently. Most patients were treated at the emergency department and 
then released. An estimated 7 percent of patients were treated and transferred to another hospital or   
admitted to the hospital.”  We’re not trying to discourage fireworks altogether. Fireworks can be very 
enjoyable. Just, please be safe and follow the law! 

In the City of Independence,  

“The use of Division 1.4G fireworks within the City limits shall only be permitted on July 3 and July 5 
of each year between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., on July 4 of each year between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and midnight.”  Also, it’s illegal “for any person under the age of sixteen (16) 
years,    unless under the supervision of a parent or guardian, to possess or discharge Division 1.4G fire-
works within the City limits.” Remember, not all fireworks are legal!   

It is unlawful to possess, store, handle, or use the following fireworks within the City: 

▪  Bottle rockets, aerial missile, or similar devices 

▪  Sparkler bombs 

▪  Altered or combined fireworks 

I suggest that you reference the city ordinance (9.01.003 Sec. 3301.1.3) before you engage in any     
fireworks related activities.   



 

Shed & Outbuilding Burglaries. Prevention Tips 

 
If you’re like a lot of people in town you have a shed in your backyard where you keep 

your lawn mower, some tools and gardening supplies. During this time of year we usu-
ally see an increase in shed and outbuilding burglaries across town. They’re generally 
easy targets because they’re away from your home and are not always properly secured.  
Read these tips to better secure your shed or outbuilding. 

 
Install a Good Lock and Deadbolt system. If there are any windows, lock those as well. Use a 

window lock or simply screw windows shut if you do not use them. You could also place a 
strong grille or wire mesh over windows for extra security. Use curtains or netting so people 
cannot see what you store inside your shed.  

Try not to store valuable items in the shed that could be kept in your house, such as golf clubs 
or expensive gadgets. 

Make sure the door is solid and thick enough that one couldn’t simply bang their way through 
with a hammer or sharp object. Many sheds sold at hardware stores are made from a thin mate-
rial that isn’t very durable, and could make breaking in easier. If you’re dealing with a barn, 
you can try reinforcing the door with a thick piece of wood and steel hinges bolted to the front. 

Keep your shed well maintained: Replace any broken windows, rotten doors or window frames 
as these are obvious weak spots for a thief to target. 

Get an alarm: Shed alarms are available from DIY stores for as little as $15. They are easy to fix 
and you simply type a number into a keypad within twenty seconds of entering and leaving the 
shed. If you have an existing home security system, integrate your shed into it by contacting 
your alarm company and reviewing options. 

Record all makes, models and serial numbers of property in your shed, especially expensive 
lawn mowers. It's almost impossible for the police to locate your stolen items without such in-
formation. Engrave a special number, that only you know, onto the contents of the shed (DL #). 
Do no use your social security number. Take a digital photo or record video of the contents of 
the shed. This will also help police identify your property. 

Remember to report any suspicious activity in the neighborhood to police and keep an eye out 
for your neighbor's property. 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings



 
The Volunteers In Police Sevice 

The VIPS (Volunteers In Police Service) is a volunteer group organized to assist the police department 
in providing a higher level of service to the community. The VIPS do this by providing services that 
would otherwise keep officers from responding to higher priority calls for service. 

The VIPS or Volunteers in Police Service originated from a directive in President Bush’s 2002 State of 
the Union Address. The President, in light of the 9-11 attacks, called all citizens to act on higher levels 
in their communities. 

In the City of Independence there are over 117,000 citizens. These citizens are well served by their   
police department consisting of just over 200 sworn law enforcement officers. Although the              
Independence Police Department strives to meet the growing expectations of a growing city, it has be-
come more and more difficult to maintain the high level of service, as more calls are being made to the 
department every day. 

Whether it is as simple as help entering data, or as involved as conducting a radar survey, We know we 
can count on the VIPS to come through. The VIPS are able to assist the department in carrying out 
tasks, jobs, and public services that might not be in existence if it were not for the help of the VIPS.  

The VIPS, whose total hours last year exceeded 5000 hours, have become an essential role in the day to 
day function of the Independence Police Department. 

1. Patrol  (Directed Patrol, Radar Speed Surveys, Special Events, Traffic Control) 
2. Administration (Investigations, Crime Lab, Fingerprinting, Substation) 
3. Child Identification 
4. Child Seat Installation 
5. DWI Checkpoints 
 
If you’re interested in applying for the VIPS or would like additional information, please contact      
Officer Pope at (816) 325-7645 or bpope@indepmo.org  

Are you interested in volunteering for the Police Department? 



 

When you become an Independence Police Officer, you will receive: 
• A starting salary of  $42,806 ($20.58/ hour) with the potential to earn a base pay of $71,552 at the rank of Police Officer.  
• A comprehensive benefit package which includes health and dental insurance, retirement program through LAGERS,  in addition 

to a competitive salary range with an annual increase.  
• The opportunity to earn numerous hours of compensation, overtime and extra duty. 
• 12 paid holidays and 80 hours of vacation a year  (5+ years/120 hours; 10+ years,/160 hours; 15+ years,/200 hours) 
• The opportunity to work in over 14 specialized units. 
• Promotional opportunities throughout your career.  

  We offer a starting salary of  $22.91/hour for POST Certified Officers with 4 years experience at a comparable department. If you 
are not POST Certified when you are hired, you will be expected to complete a 28 week police academy paid for by the police           
department. Applicants accepted into the academy begin earning salary ($18.70/hour) and benefits from the first day. 

  Following your commission and at least two years on patrol, officers can apply for career opportunities in criminal investigations, 
school resource unit, SWAT team, traffic enforcement unit, community services, drug enforcement unit, and the K9 unit, among other. 
After four years, police officers can test for the rank of Sergeant (starting at $30.55/Hour). 

  For a successful police career with Independence Police Department applicants should hold common values in integrity, service 
and character. Our police officers are dedicated professionals who are passionate about serving the community and preserving the 
dignity of all people. 
 If you are ready for the challenge of a rewarding career with the Independence Police Department, please visit the  posting for 
Police Officer  under the city job opportunities at www.indepmo.org/hr/jobopportunities.aspx    
There, you will see minimum qualification requirements and instructions on how to apply.  

      Are you interested in a career as a Police Officer? I.P.D. 
boasts a proud history as a well respected law enforcement 
agency throughout the Midwest.  Our police department offers 
rewarding careers to those who are dedicated to serving the  
community.  We serve the fourth largest city in Missouri and 
one of the  busiest towns in the K.C. metro area.  We protect 78 
square miles and over 117,000 people, 24-hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  

The Mission of the Independence Police Department: 
 - To protect life, individual liberty and the property of all people within the City of Independence; 
 - To lower crime and disorder in the community; 
 - To develop and maintain a positive relationship with members of the community; and 
 - To foster a positive work environment for police employees. Call (816) 325-7411 or       

(816) 325-7994 for additional 
information.  
Police Headquarters 
223 N. Memorial Drive 
Independence, MO 64050 
 

 

APPLY BEFORE JULY 16th 



 

Englewood Substation 
1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 
 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:      911 
Non-Emergency:      325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:       325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:     325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:    325-7643  
Crime Prevention Officer:   325-7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:    257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:      325-7876 

To download the 2015   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2015NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  

www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 

www.indepmo.org/ipd 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

You may not be aware of this but each year you 
must register your watch group with the Crime     
Prevention Unit.  You can simply do this by    
filling out the “Group Registration Form” which is 
available at the Englewood Substation,        
1717 S. Appleton Ave, or online at:   

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/Neighb
orhoodWatch/2015NWGB.pdf 
The form is on pages 5 of the Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook.  Return complete registration 
forms to Officer Syme, a volunteer working at 
the substation, by mail or by e-mail.  The       
purpose of registering your watch group is to 
help the Independence Police Department keep 
track of groups involved with the Neighborhood 
Watch Program.  It lets us know how many 
groups are    involved and where they are, 
throughout the city.  We have many                
unregistered groups who are active in the      
program.  An active neighborhood watch group 
is still functional but the partnership with the    
police department is not complete until your 
group registers with our  office.   

Keep in mind, simply attending block Captains’ 
meetings or having a block watch meeting with 
an officer does not fulfill the registration require-
ment.  Each year we give awards to those 
groups that meet certain requirements set forth 
by the      police department. We need one form 
per group, with one person dedicated as being 
the “Contact Captain” from your group. This   
person will be responsible for completing this 
form, and returning it.  If you don’t already do 
so, complete this form as early in the year as 
possible.  This will allow us to enter you as an 
active group, and provide you with any updates 
to the program. 

Please Remember to 
Register your  

Neighborhood Watch 
Group for 2015 


