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 Criminals definitely weigh risk versus reward when 
they’re thinking of committing a crime. They may not   
realize they’re doing it but they weigh this every time they 
consider stealing something from you or breaking into 
your home. It’s the path of least resistance. Even an      
amateur crook will case or check out an area before he 
commits a crime. This is the perfect opportunity for you to 
create some deterrent so he or she can make a decision to 
go somewhere else.  That is where crime prevention     
training is important. 
 
Fact: It isn’t that likely that crime will ever go away. At 
some level there will always be someone who will take 
the opportunity to steal from someone else. The simple 
idea of risk versus reward is that homeowners have the 
opportunity to affect the decision the burglar or thief 
makes to select their home or go somewhere else. Again, 
it’s the path of least resistance. This is the key to deterring 
a   criminal from picking you as his or her victim. The 
problem is that when you actually deter a crime, you never 
know it. It’s the good things that you do over and over 
without seeing the result that will put you on the “lower 
risk” list.  
 
Neighborhood Watch is more than hanging a sign at the       
entrance of your neighborhood. Neighborhood Watch    
involves your commitment paired with our commitment to 
reduce and oftentimes eliminate criminal activity based on 
the removal of the opportunity. 
Stay Safe! 
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Questions that might be asked of you when you call 911 
1. Do you need Police, Fire, or Ambulance? 
2. Where is the situation occurring?  
3. When did the incident occur?  
4. Who is involved?  
5. Is anyone drinking (intoxicated)? 
6. Were weapons involved?  
7. Are there injuries?  
8. Are you calling from a mobile device?  

   What do neighborhood watchers look out for?  When should you call 911? What do neighborhood watchers look out for?  When should you call 911?  
 Here are some examples: 
• Someone screaming or shouting for help 
• Someone looking into windows and parked cars 
• Unusual noises 
• Property being taken out of houses where no one is at home or a business is closed 
• Cars, vans, or trucks moving slowly with no apparent destination, or without lights 
• Anyone being forced into a vehicle 
• A stranger sitting in a car or stopping to talk to a child  

How to Report Suspicious Activity or a Crime In Progress to 911 
1. Give your name and location (address). 
2. Briefly describe the event what is happening when, where, and who is involved. 
3. Describe the suspect: sex and race, age, height, weight, hair color, clothing,       

distinctive characteristics such as beard, mustache, scars, tattoos or accent. 
4. Describe the vehicle if one was involved: color, make, model, year, license plate, 

and special features such as stickers, dents, or decals. 
5. Describe the direction of travel is someone flees the area.  

Don’t forget that neighborhood crime activity can be monitored by 
using www.raidsonline.com . We suggest that the block captain setup 
a mailing list to alert neighbors of crimes being reported to police.   
Anyone can sign up for email alerts through the website.  
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Neighborhood Awareness: The Key To Crime Prevention 

Got a Bike, Lawn Mower or Other Equipment? Engrave It, Lock It or Lose It 
Bike riding and warm weather are a natural combination. However, if your bike is stolen,      
hiking might be your next mode of transportation. Here are a few suggestions for keeping 
your bike and other valuables safe and secure. 

• Record the make, model and serial numbers of your bike, mower and other equipment. 
Take pictures of your equipment and keep the information in a safe place. 

• Engrave your valuables. Engraving is simple and fast. You can buy a decent engraving 
tool for around $20. Using the ID numbers from a driver's license is the best way to 
mark your personal belongings. Never use a social security number as an ID number. 

• When storing your bike in a shed or garage, secure it to another large piece of       
equipment, like a lawn mower or workbench, with a heavy chain. Attaching it to a 
piece of heavy equipment makes it more difficult to just walk or ride away from the   
area. 

Source: Baltimore County, MD 

Windows Open and Convertible Tops Down - An Open Invitation to a Thief 
Warm, sunny days invite drivers to roll down the windows, and for some, drive with the top 
down on their cars. Unfortunately, that same wonderful weather invites thieves too. 

Drivers and passengers are reminded to be cautious when leaving a vehicle open. While it 
may be inconvenient to put the windows and top up every time the vehicle is parked, it is 
even more troublesome to find it ransacked. 

Cell phones, CDs, GPS units, and other items can be easily stolen from the vehicle when the 
top is down. Important papers such as insurance and vehicle registration information often 
found in the glove compartment are also at risk of being stolen. This paperwork could help a 
thief gain personal data that might lead to identity theft. Last but not least, the vehicle can 
be stolen. The inside of the vehicle may be hot upon return, but the odds are good that the 
vehicle will still be there with everything intact. 

Neighborhood Awareness: The Key To Crime Prevention 
A good neighbor can be one of the best crime prevention tools. This is particularly true at 
this time of the year when various criminals and con artists use the warm weather to take 
advantage of residents, particularly the elderly. Watchful eyes in the neighborhood can spot 
criminals and alert police and the community to their presence. 

Keep a check on your neighbors. If, for example, you see an elderly resident in conversation 
with a stranger, politely inquire about what is going on. If residents see strangers sizing up 
their neighbor's home, that could also be a sign something is wrong. A call to 911 will get an 
officer to the scene to check things out. Involvement such as this builds stronger bonds      
between neighbors, and helps maintain safe neighborhoods. 
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Beware of Deception Burglaries and Home Improvement Scams 

Elderly Especially Warned to be Alert 
Citizens are alerted to certain crime trends that have occurred throughout the area in 
recent years. Unfortunately, deception burglaries and home improvement scams are 
known to occur when the weather gets warmer. Typically these are criminals who are 
on the move. They begin working in the southern states and head north during the 
spring and summer months. 

The elderly are the most likely targets since they tend to be trusting and very          
concerned about their property and neighborhood. Adult relatives of senior citizens 
should  remind them of this possible crime. 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings

A variety of vehicles have been associated with these subjects including pickup trucks, 
vans, and sport utility vehicles. Often, the victim doesn't even know he or she has been 
victimized for hours or days later when they might go looking for a piece of jewelry or 
precious heirloom. 

Be alert to anyone in your neighborhood asking to gain entry into your home. Always 
ask to see identification and let them know you are going to call and get authorization 
from their company before allowing them access. If they are legitimate, they won't 
mind the wait. 

Investigators believe many deception burglaries don't get reported because the victim 
is too embarrassed or fears retribution. Neglecting to call may allow a criminal to go 
free and victimize someone else. 

Remember, do not intervene, but call 911 immediately with a description of the suspect 
and vehicle used in the suspicious activity. 

Deception Burglaries 
Be mindful of certain ruses: 

• Suspects generally work in pairs and approach homeowners at their residence with 
the intent of gaining entry under a seemingly benevolent role like posing as a legitimate 
worker from a local gas company, water department, cable company, or as a tree      
trimmer, paver, county inspector, or government official. One suspect will distract the 
homeowner while a second suspect will quietly enter the home and search for valuables 
and cash. 
 
• A suspect may also pose as a family friend of a relative or friend of a neighbor. He or 
she will knock on the door and ask for a pen and paper to leave the victim's neighbor a 
note. The suspect may appear to have difficulty writing the note, and will ask to come 
inside the house. Once inside the victim's house, the suspect will ask the victim to help 
write the note. While that criminal distracts the victim, others enter the residence to 
remove money and valuables. 
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Home Improvement Scams 
This is the season when bunco or scam artists drive through neighborhoods looking for 
people in their yards. Con-artist scams often involve someone posing as a repair      
person who offers a bargain price on a home repair. When a random ‘repair’ person 
knocks on your door. Look for these telltale signs: 

•  The repair person drives an unmarked truck or van with an out-of-state license. 
•  Only rarely will legitimate home improvement companies solicit door-to-door. They 
usually distribute fliers or make phone calls since it's more cost effective for them. 
•  The worker has no business identification, local address or telephone number.      
Request identification so that you can call the company for verification. 
•  You are offered a “special price” if you sign that day. Contractors don’t pressure   
customers to sign a contract or job order immediately. 
•  Beware of excuses such as "We just finished a job around the corner and had extra 
materials that we could offer you at a discounted price." Professional companies do not 
operate in that manner. 
•  The worker asks for upfront costs or fees, or accepts only cash. Reputable              
contractors do not ask for all the money up front. A customer pays one third of the bill 
first, then another third midway through the job, and the rest when the work is     
completed. 
•  Never pay in cash. Using a check keeps a record of the transaction and often        
provides identification of the person cashing the check. 
•  No written estimates or contracts are offered. If you have no contract, you have no 
recourse if the job is faulty or is never completed. 
•  The worker has no references. Ask for references and check around the              
neighborhood to see if anyone has contracted with this person to do work on their 
home. 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings

Con-artists also like to intimidate their prey. After a job is finished, usually with     
inferior materials and shoddy work, the customer is informed that they owe more 
money. When the customer objects, he or she is told that the materials used were    
stolen and the police will be brought in if the higher price isn’t paid. 

Beyond the intimidation, the materials and workmanship used in a scam are usually 
of poor quality. The roof coating, according to NABI, might be whitewash, the coating 
on the drive could be motor oil, and the fertilizer may consist of sawdust and oil. 

Compare estimates with other licensed contractors when you decide to have work 
done on your home. Don’t give your hard-earned money to some “fly by night”         
contractor. 

If you suspect that the person at your door is a scam artist, call 911. You could be 
helping other potential victims from being scammed. 

Source: Baltimore County, MD 
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Englewood Substation 
1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 
 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:      911 
Non-Emergency:      325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:       325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:     325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:    325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer:   325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:    257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:      325-7876 

To download the 2015   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2015NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  

www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 

www.indepmo.org/ipd 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

You may not be aware of this but each year you 
must register your watch group with the Crime     
Prevention Unit.  You can simply do this by    
filling out the “Group Registration Form” which is 
available at the Englewood Substation,        
1717 S. Appleton Ave, or online at:   

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/Neighb
orhoodWatch/2015NWGB.pdf 
The form is on pages 5 of the Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook.  Return complete registration 
forms to Officer Syme, a volunteer working at 
the substation, by mail or by e-mail.  The       
purpose of registering your watch group is to 
help the Independence Police Department keep 
track of groups involved with the Neighborhood 
Watch Program.  It lets us know how many 
groups are    involved and where they are, 
throughout the city.  We have many                
unregistered groups who are active in the      
program.  An active neighborhood watch group 
is still functional but the partnership with the    
police department is not complete until your 
group registers with our  office.   

Keep in mind, simply attending block Captains’ 
meetings or having a block watch meeting with 
an officer does not fulfill the registration require-
ment.  Each year we give awards to those 
groups that meet certain requirements set forth 
by the      police department. We need one form 
per group, with one person dedicated as being 
the “Contact Captain” from your group. This   
person will be responsible for completing this 
form, and returning it.  If you don’t already do 
so, complete this form as early in the year as 
possible.  This will allow us to enter you as an 
active group, and provide you with any updates 
to the program. 

Please Remember to 
Register your  

Neighborhood Watch 
Group for 2015 


