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  - September 3rd 
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COPS CORNER 

 While it might seem like common sense to 
most, there are a lot of people who don’t listen to 
this  advice. Maybe it’s because no one believes it 
will happen to them. This is the time of year when 
we get the most reports of stolen vehicles that were 
left running and unattended.  
 These vehicles are commonly stolen from 
driveways and convenience stores.  We understand 
that it might appear more convenient and           
comfortable to let your car warm up in your     
driveway but criminals are taking advantage of this.  
 There are thieves driving around every 
morning looking for cars that are left warming 
up.  There are also opportunistic thieves at gas    
stations who will not hesitate to jump in your      
running vehicle and drive off with it.  
 Consider getting a remote start device that  
cannot be driven away.  I’ve never heard of anyone 
regret purchasing one of these devices.  
Stay Safe, 
 
Officer Syme 

Starting in February, we’ll be hosting introductory 
neighborhood watch meetings prior to some 
monthly block captains meetings at Truman High 
School.  By hosting initial training sessions, we 
can engage more people and help start more new 
groups.  It will also give them an opportunity to 
stick around and join in on the discussion at the  
regular block captains meetings.  

“Please, Stop leaving your Vehicle 
Running and Unattended!” 

A Christmas Story 5 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo  

Contact Information 6 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

   
 

 Raidsonline.com allows anyone to look at their neighborhood, or any area of the city, and see what 
crimes are being reported to police. Tools like this help the police department identify crime            
patterns, series and trends much faster than before.  This website simplifies the process of letting you 
learn about reported crimes instead of making a formal request through our public information office 
or waiting for it to appear in your local newspaper. You should know what crimes are occurring in 
your neighborhood and we want you to have accurate and timely crime information. 

 
To use raidsonline first, go to the website raidsonline.com and type in your address in the address  

baron the left-hand side of the page. On the map, you’ll see various colored icons on the map 
around your home.  These indicate different police reports.  You can search the map for a specific 
time period under “date range” or type of crime under “event”. If you click on the icons on the 
map, they provide you with general information including the type of crime, the police report 
number, time and date of the incident, and the location. Customized data is available by accessing 
additional filters on the left-hand side of the page.  

In addition to crime reporting information, raidsonline allows users to submit tips directly to the   
police department on crimes. The website also allows you to view crime hotspot maps and       
demographics in the area.  

 
Raidsonline also works great for neighborhood watch.  It allows you to generate scheduled             

notification reports that are sent to your email address.  To do this, Just click on the “Sign Up for 
Crime Alerts” block, fill out the information section and then select the crimes on which you’d 
like to be notified. You can receive as much information as you like by selecting the crimes and 
frequency of  notification. This website is free to use. If you notice any issues in the mapping are-
as, please let us know so that we can work with the administrator to make this program better for 
you. 

 
To learn how to do some of the other features on raidsonline, go to their “Help” section and read 

over the tutorials.  This explains further how to analyze crime, identify crime hotspots and even 
learn when crimes occur by viewing the temporal topology under the analytics tab.   

Raidsonline also has a free app so you can do all this on your smart phone or mobile device.  
 
We want everyone to have the ability to see view this transparent and accurate data on crime in our 
city. Don’t forget to report crimes and suspicious activity to police.  If you don’t report it, we don’t 
know about it and it won’t appear on the website. To report past occurred crimes, call our                
non-emergency number, 325-7300.  For all crimes in progress and emergencies, call 911.  

RAIDSONLINE.COM 

1. Go to raidsonline.com  
2. Enter your address in the address bar on the left-hand side of the page. 
3. Click on the icons on the map to see general information as to what type of crime was 

committed a well as the location and date of the incident. 
4. Filters are available on the left-hand side of the page to customize the data. 
5. Use the tool bar at the top of the page to set up notifications of crime in your area.  
6. Click on the block, fill out the information section and select the crimes you want to 

be notified about.  
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Be Prepared to Stay Safe and Healthy in Winter 

 Winter storms and cold temperatures can be hazardous, but if you plan ahead, you 
can stay safe and healthy. Prepare your home and cars. Prepare for power outages and    
outdoor activity. Check on the older adults. 
 Although winter comes as no surprise, many of us are not ready for its arrival. If you are 
prepared for the hazards of winter, you will be more likely to stay safe and healthy when          
temperatures start to fall. 

Take these steps for your home 
Many people prefer to remain indoors in the winter, but staying inside is no guarantee of safety. 
Take these steps to keep your home safe and warm during the winter months. 
Winterize your home. 
• Install weather stripping, insulation, and storm windows. 
• Insulate water lines that run along exterior walls. 
• Clean out gutters and repair roof leaks. 
• Check your heating systems. 
• Have your heating system serviced professionally to make sure that it is clean, working 

properly and ventilated to the outside. 
• Inspect and clean fireplaces and chimneys. 
• Install a smoke detector. Test batteries monthly. 
• Have a safe alternate heating source and alternate fuels available. 
• Prevent carbon monoxide (CO) emergencies. 

ª Install a CO detector to alert you of the presence of the deadly, odorless, colorless gas. 
Check batteries regularly. Learn symptoms of CO poisoning: headaches, nausea, and      
disorientation. 

Don’t forget to prepare your car 
Get your car ready for cold weather use before winter arrives. 
• Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level; check tire tread or, if necessary, replace 
tires with all-weather or snow tires. 
• Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. 
• Use a wintertime formula in your windshield washer. 
• Prepare a winter emergency kit to keep in your car in case you become stranded. Include: 

ª blankets; 
ª food and water; 
ª booster cables, flares, tire pump, and a bag of sand or cat litter (for traction); 
ª compass and maps; 
ª flashlight, battery-powered radio, and extra batteries; 
ª first-aid kit; and 
ª plastic bags (for sanitation). 

Source: CDC 
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Tips for DRIVING in Snow & Ice 

 We see a lot of vehicle crashes around Independence during the winter months, 
which are partially due to the snowy and icy road conditions.  The best advice for 
driving in bad winter weather is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it. If you must go 
out wait until the snow plows and sanding trucks have had a chance to do their work, 
and allow  yourself extra time to reach your destination. 
 
• Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room to stop.  You should allow 
at least three times more space than usual between you and the car in front of you. 
• Brake gently to avoid skidding. If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake. 
• Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other motorists. 
• Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills. 
• Don’t use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads. 
• Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which 
will freeze first. Even at temperatures above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you 
might encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges. 
• Don’t pass snow plows and sanding trucks. The drivers have limited visibility, and 
you’re likely to find the road in front of them worse than the road behind them. 
• Don’t assume your vehicle can handle all conditions,. Even four-wheel and      
front-wheel drive vehicles can encounter trouble on winter roads. 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings

If your rear wheels skid... 

• Take your foot off the accelerator. 
• Steer in the direction you want the 
front wheels to go. If your rear 
wheels are sliding left, steer left. If 
they’re sliding right, steer right. 
• If your rear wheels start sliding the 
other way as you recover, ease the 
steering toward that side. You might 
have to steer left and right a few 
times to get your vehicle completely 
under control. 
• If you have standard brakes, pump 
them   gently. 
• If you have anti-lock brakes 
(ABS), do not pump the brakes. Ap-
ply steady pressure to the brakes. 
You will feel the brakes pulse—this 
is normal. 

If your vehicle gets stuck… 
• Do not spin your wheels. This will 
only dig you in  deeper. 
• Turn your wheels from side to side a 
few times to push snow out of the way. 
• Use a light touch on the gas to ease 
your car out. 
• Use a shovel to clear snow away 
from the wheels and the underside of 
the car. 
• Pour sand, kitty litter, gravel or salt in 
the path of the wheels, to help traction. 
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How a few Grinches tried to steal Christmas.. 

On December 18th, around 12:50 P.M., officers responded to the 3200 block of 
Thornbird, near Pink Hill and R.D. Mize, on a reported burglary in progress.  The caller, 
who was a resident of the address and was hiding in the house with another family 
member, reported that the subjects had entered the house and were stealing items 
(Christmas presents) at the time.  The caller relayed suspect vehicle information to the 
dispatcher and while officers were responding to the address, they intercepted the      
suspect vehicle in the Pink Hill and Saddle Ridge.  A pursuit ensued and the vehicle was  
finally stopped in the area of 50 Hwy and Easley road (Lake Lotawana).  When the      
vehicle stopped, two of the suspects fled on foot and one suspect stayed with the vehicle.  
All three suspects were ultimately arrested in the area and the stolen property was     
recovered as well.  After the property was recovered by the police, it was ultimately     
released back to the family in time for Christmas. 

This is a great example of many of the things we pass along to the neighborhood 
watch at our meetings and in our newsletters.  The burglars arrived at the residence, 
rang the doorbell three times, then one of the suspects walked to the rear of the          
residence and broke out a window to gain entry.   

What to do when a stranger is  knocking at your door 
We talk about the fact that most burglars will knock/ring a doorbell to attempt to 

make contact with someone if they are home.  They will then give a made up story of 
some sort, apologize and excuse themselves to move on down the road to the next         
location.  We suggest that even if you don’t open the door, call out to the  subjects outside 
and ask what they want.  Let them know that you are inside.  This may avoid any      
further action by the would-be burglars as most burglars do not want confrontation.   

 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings

Passing along suspect information to dispatch while on the phone  
The people involved in this incident were able to pass along this information to 

the dispatcher, which was relayed to the officers responding.  If they had not, the white 
truck leaving the scene and passing the officers on Pink Hill would have been just        
another vehicle and might have gone un-noticed by the officers responding.   

Remaining calm and taking necessary steps to make yourself safe 
If it’s your decision to not make contact at the door, or the subjects enter the house 

before you realize they are there, go to the safest/closest place you can, lock the door and 
call 911.   

The individuals in this situation remained calm, barricaded themselves in a safe 
location, called 911 and passed along vital suspect information to the dispatcher and   
police.  It’s because of their actions, and information they were able to pass along to us, 
that the bad guys could be caught and their Christmas presents returned.  This was a 
very happy ending to what could have been a horrible holiday.      
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Englewood Substation 
1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 
 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:      911 
Non-Emergency:      325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:       325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:     325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:    325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer:   325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:    257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:      325-7876 

To download the 2014   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  

www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 

www.indepmo.org/ipd 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

You may not be aware of this but each year you 
must register your watch group with the Crime     
Prevention Unit.  You can simply do this by    
filling out the “Group Registration Form” which is 
available at the Englewood Substation,        
1717 S. Appleton Ave, or online at:   

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/Neighb
orhoodWatch/2015NWGB.pdf 
The form is on pages 5 of the Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook.  Return complete registration 
forms to either me, a volunteer working at the 
substation, by mail or by e-mail.  The purpose of 
registering your watch group is to help the      
Independence Police Department keep track of 
groups involved with the Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  It lets us know how many groups are    
involved and where they are, throughout the 
city.  We have many unregistered groups who 
are active in the program.  An active           
neighborhood watch group is still functional but 
the partnership with the police department is not 
complete until your group registers with our     
office.   

Keep in mind, simply attending block Captains’ 
meetings or having a block watch meeting with 
me does not fulfill the registration requirement.  
Each year we give awards to those groups that 
meet certain requirements set forth by the      
police department. We need one form per 
group, with one person dedicated as being the 
“Contact Captain” from your group. This person 
will be responsible for completing this form, and 
returning it.  If you don’t already do so, complete 
this form as early in the year as possible.  This 
will allow us to enter you as an active group, 
and provide you with any updates to the        
program. 

Please Remember to 
Register your  

Neighborhood Watch 
Group for 2015 


