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Starting in February 2015, our goal is to host       
introductory Neighborhood Watch meetings prior 
to the monthly block captains meetings at Truman  
High School.  By hosting initial training sessions, 
we can engage more people and help start more 
new groups.  It will also give them an opportunity 
to stick around and join in on the discussion at the 

N.W. Facts & Tips 5 
Registration Reminder 6 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo  

Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

  Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 
 
  - January 15th 
  - February 5th 
  - March 5th 
  - April 2nd 
  - May 7th 
  - June 4th 
  - July 2nd 
  - August 6th 
  - September 3rd 
  - October 1st 
  - November 5th 
  - December 3rd 

  Be Aware of Strangers at Your Door 
 Be aware that criminals sometimes pose as solicitors 
or delivery persons.  It’s not uncommon for criminals 
to take advantage of the generosity of people during 
the holiday  season by soliciting donations door-to-
door for charitable causes ,although no charity is   
involved. Ask for their identification. If you are not 
satisfied, do not donate. (Donate to a recognized        
charitable organization.) 

 If you hear your doorbell or someone at your door,       
always let them know someone is home, even if you 
don’t plan on open it.  We’ve had several instances of 
burglaries occurring in town where the victims is 
home and hears their door bell ring but fails to 
acknowledge the persons at the door.  Most burglars 
knock on the door  or ring the bell first to see if      
anyone is home. The vast majority do not want any   
physical confrontation.  When you answer the door, 
they might give you a fake sob story and they’ll be on 
their way to the next home.  You don’t have to unlock 
or open the door to answer  it. Call 911 on this type 
of activity. You may be preventing a burglary at your 
neighbor’s home.  
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Crime Prevention Tips For The Holiday Season 

 
 When parking your vehicle to go      
shopping,  remember where you parked it!   
Always park in a well lit and well traveled   
area.  Do not park in a remote dark area. 
 When you return to your vehicle, scan 
the interior of your car to be sure no one is  
hiding inside. Check to see if you are being   
followed. Have your keys in hand when    
approaching your  vehicle. You will be ready 
to unlock the door and will not be delayed 
by fumbling and looking for your keys. 
 When storing items purchased at the 
stores, place them out of sight. The best 
place is in a locked trunk. Do not leave your 
purse, wallet, or cellular telephone in plain 
view. 
 Don't resist if someone tries to take 
any of your belongings. Don't chase someone 
who robs you, they may have a weapon.    
Instead, call 911. 
 Lock your vehicle and put up your    
windows even while you are driving. If you 
go to an automatic teller machine for cash, 
check for people around and make sure it is 
well lit and in a safe location. 
 Carry only the credit cards you need 
and avoid carrying large amounts of cash. 
Beware of the "a good deal" scams. Things 
are not always what they appear to be. 
 If you are purchasing toys for small  
children, be sure that they are safe. You will 
be surprised what a small child can swallow 
or what can injure them. 
 Drive defensively. Traffic is heavier  
during the holidays. Drivers may also have  
indulged in too much holiday spirits. 
 
(2014 Broward County Sheriff's Office) 

Upcoming Block Captains Meetings
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Cyber Scammers Target Holiday Shoppers 

 
In advance of the holiday season, the FBI reminds shoppers to beware of cyber criminals and their       
aggressive and creative ways to steal money and personal information. Scammers use many techniques to 
fool potential victims including fraudulent auction sales, reshipping merchandise purchased with a stolen 
credit card, sale of fraudulent or stolen gift cards through auction sites at discounted prices, and phishing 
e-mails advertising brand name merchandise for bargain prices or e-mails promoting the sale of           
merchandise that ends up being a counterfeit product.  (Darrell Foxworth, FBI San Diego) 

 Tips 

Here are some tips you can use to avoid becoming a victim of 
cyber fraud: 

• Do not respond to unsolicited (spam) e-mail. 
• Do not click on links contained within an unsolicited e-mail. 
• Be cautious of e-mail claiming to contain pictures in attached files, as 

the files may contain viruses. Only open attachments from known 
senders. Always run a virus scan on attachment before opening. 

• Avoid filling out forms contained in e-mail messages that ask for per-
sonal information. 

• Always compare the link in the e-mail to the web address link you are 
directed to and determine if they match. 

• Log on directly to the official website for the business identified in the 
e-mail, instead of “linking” to it from an unsolicited e-mail. If the e-
mail appears to be from your bank, credit card issuer, or other compa-
ny you deal with frequently, your statements or official       correspond-
ence from the business will provide the proper contact information. 

• Contact the actual business that supposedly sent the e-mail to verify 
that the e-mail is genuine. 

• If you are requested to act quickly or there is an emergency, it may be 
a scam. Fraudsters create a sense of urgency to get you to act  impul-
sively. 

• If you receive a request for personal information from a business or 
financial institution, always look up the main contact information for 
the requesting company on an independent source (phone book, trust-
ed Internet directory, legitimate billing statement, etc.) and use that 
contact information to verify the legitimacy of the request. 

• Remember if it looks too good to be true, it probably is. 
 
 To receive the latest information about cyber scams, please go to the 

FBI website (www.fbi.gov) and sign up for e-mail alerts by clicking on 
one of the red envelopes. If you have received a scam e-mail, please 
notify the IC3 by filing a complaint at www.ic3.gov. 

For more information on e-scams, please visit the FBI’s New E-Scams 
and Warnings webpage at http://www.fbi.gov/cyberinvest/escams.htm. 
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Englewood Substation 
1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 
 

www.facebook.com/ipdinf

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:      911 
Non-Emergency:      325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:       325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:     325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:    325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer:   325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:    257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:      325-7876 

To download the 2014   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  

www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 

www.indepmo.org/ipd 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

You may not be aware of this but each year you 
must register your watch group with the Crime     
Prevention Unit.  You can simply do this by    
filling out the “Group Registration Form” which is 
available at the Englewood Substation,        
1717 S. Appleton Ave, or online at:   

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/NeighborhoodWatc
h/2014NWGB.pdf 

The form is on pages 5 of the Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook.  Return complete registration 
forms to either me, a volunteer working at the 
substation, by mail or by e-mail.  The purpose of 
registering your watch group is to help the      
Independence Police Department keep track of 
groups involved with the Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  It lets us know how many groups are    
involved and where they are, throughout the 
city.  We have many unregistered groups who 
are active in the program.  An active           
neighborhood watch group is still functional but 
the partnership with the police department is not 
complete until your group registers with our     
office.   

Keep in mind, simply attending block Captains’ 
meetings or having a block watch meeting with 
me does not fulfill the registration requirement.  
Each year we give awards to those groups that 
meet certain requirements set forth by the      
police department. We need one form per 
group, with one person dedicated as being the 
“Contact Captain” from your group. This person 
will be responsible for completing this form, and 
returning it.  If you don’t already do so, complete 
this form as early in the year as possible.  This 
will allow us to enter you as an active group, 
and provide you with any updates to the        
program. 

Please Remember to 
Register your  

Neighborhood Watch 
Group for 2014 


