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COPS CORNER 

 If by now you’re not aware of the IPD Facebook 
page, you’re truly missing out. The department has 
an official Facebook page that currently has over 
4,300 “likes”. This can translate to tens of thousands 
of citizens getting information through this form of 
social media. What information is on the page? In 
the last month we’ve sent out information on a    
missing elderly person, an attempt to identify an   
aggravated assault suspect, every press release, local 
events that we attend or host, and department job 
information. One of our recent posts about solicitors 
was viewed by over 39,000 people. We are trying to 
get better at what we do every day and give you a 
good balance of department news and information.   
 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo  

Starting in January 2015, our goal is to host       
introductory Neighborhood Watch meetings prior 
to the monthly block captains meetings at Truman  
High School.  By hosting initial training sessions, 
we can engage more people and help start more 
new groups.  It will also give them an opportunity 
to stick around and join in on the discussion at the 

Don’t forget to LIKE us on Facebook 

N.W. Facts & Tips 5 
Registration Reminder 6 
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What You’ve been missing out on by not ‘liking’ 
our Facebook Page 

On October 23rd, Army LTC Upton assigned to the   
Lake City Army Ammunition Plant awarded IPD        
Sergeant Petersen, Officer Burchfield, Officer Warren 
and K9 Officer Bunney along with several Deputies from 
the Jackson County Sheriff's Office for their response on 
an intruder that ran through their front gate. The vehicle 
was immediately stopped by barricades and the suspect 
fled on foot. A joint effort with the keen work from IPD's 
Police K-9 allowed the suspect to be arrested and 
charged. This is a great example of coordinated team-
work.  

10-21-14 Officers Help With Playground Rebuild 
Sergeant Darrell Schmidli and Officer John Syme with the Independence Police Department volunteered to help 
rebuild the Bundschu Park playground that was destroyed by fire on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 11, 2014. The 
estimated loss of playground equipment and replacement was approximately $100,000. It is believed the fire 
was purposely set and the case is an ongoing investigation. The police officers worked with Independence Parks 
and Recreation Department personnel on Tuesday, October 21 to put up a brand new playground set. The      
officers, as part of the crime prevention unit, have also been working with the Bundschu Neighborhood Council 
and City Council member Marcie Gragg to help resolve concerns in the area and reinvigorate Neighborhood 
Watch groups. If you have any information regarding this crime or the individuals involved, please call the TIPS      
hotline at 474-8477(TIPS) and the IPD Criminal Investigations Unit at 325-7330.  

Here are photos from the Independence National Night Out, held on October 7th at McCoy Park.  
Photos courtesy of Cynthia Horn.  
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Halloween Safety Tips 

Parents and Children Trick-or-Treating: 
• Use face paint or make-up, rather than a mask, so children can see better. 
• Dress kids in light colored costumes so children can be seen in the dark. 
• Adults accompanying children should also wear light-colored clothing to enhance visibility. 
• Take small children trick-or-treating early, before it gets dark. 
• Trick-or-Treat with parents or friends, never alone. 
• Trick-or-Treat at safe locations such as: your neighbors’ homes, businesses, shopping cen-

ters, and at special events. 

Drivers: 
• Expect children at all times, even late at night, as there may be some late trick-or-treating.  
• Slow down when driving through any neighborhoods or when you see a goblin or ghoul ! 
• Watch for children who may dart out from between cars. 
• Use headlights even before it gets dark, so your car can be seen. 

S - Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible. 
A - Avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult. 
F - Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you. 
E - Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them.  
 
H - Hold a flashlight or light stick while trick-or-treating to help you see and others see you. 
A - Always test make-up in a small area first.  Remove it before bedtime to prevent irritation. 
L - Look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks wherever possible. 
L - Lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses. 
O - Only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe. 
W - Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls. 
E - Eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the cook. 
E -  Enter homes only if you're with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside. 
N - Never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. 

Remember: 
More pedestrian accidents occur during the darkest months of the year. Drivers are urged to 
use extra caution and watch closely for pedestrians and bicyclists. Pedestrians are encouraged 
to watch out for cars and only cross the street at the corner or at a crosswalk. Never cross           
mid-block. Bicyclists are reminded to watch for cars turning right, even if the bicyclist has the 
right-of-way. This type of accident is a leading cause of bicycle-related injuries. 
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25 ways to make kids safer  
from the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 

At Home 
1. Teach your children their full names, address, and home telephone number. Make sure they know your full 
name. 
2. Make sure your children know how to reach you at work or on your cell phone. 
3. Teach your children how and when to use 911 and make sure your children have a trusted adult to call if they’re 
scared or have an emergency. 
4. Instruct children to keep the door locked and not to open the door to talk to anyone when they are home alone. 
Set rules with your children about having visitors over when you’re not home and how to answer the telephone. 
5. Choose babysitters with care. Obtain references from family, friends, and neighbors. Once you have chosen the 
caregiver, drop in unexpectedly to see how your children are doing. Ask children how the  experience with the 
caregiver was and listen carefully to their responses. 

On the Net 
6. Learn about the Internet. The more you know about how the Web works, the better prepared you will be to teach 
your children about potential risks. Visit www.NetSmartz.org for more information about  Internet safety. 
7. Place the family computer in a common area, rather than a child’s bedroom. Also, monitor their time spent 
online and the Web sites they’ve visited and establish rules for Internet use. 
8. Know what other access your child may have to the Internet at school, libraries, or friends’ homes. 
9. Use privacy settings on social networking sites to limit contact with unknown users and make sure screen names 
don’t reveal too much about your children. 
10. Encourage your children to tell you if anything they encounter online makes them feel sad, scared, or confused. 
11. Caution children not to post revealing information or inappropriate photos of themselves or their friends online. 

Going to and from School 
12. Walk the route to and from school with your children, pointing out landmarks and safe places to go if they’re 
being followed or need help. If your children ride a bus, visit the bus stop 
with them to make sure they know which bus to take. 
13. Remind kids to take a friend whenever they walk or bike to school. Remind them to stay with a group if they’re 
waiting at the bus stop. 
14. Caution children never to accept a ride from anyone unless you have told them it is OK to do so in each       
instance. 

Out and About 
15. Take your children on a walking tour of the neighborhood and tell them whose homes they may visit without 
you. 
16. Remind your children it’s OK to say NO to anything that makes them feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused 
and teach your children to tell you if anything or anyone makes them feel this way. 
17. Teach your children to ask permission before leaving home. 
18. Remind your children not to walk or play alone outside. 
19. Teach your children to never approach a vehicle, occupied or not, unless they know the owner and are         
accompanied by a parent, guardian, or other trusted adult. 
20. Practice “what if” situations and ask your children how they would respond. “What if you fell off your bike 
and you needed help? Who would you ask?” 
21. Teach your children to check in with you if there is a change of plans. 
22. During family outings, establish a central, easy-to-locate spot to meet for check-ins or should you get          
separated. 
23. Teach your children how to locate help at theme parks, sports stadiums, shopping malls, and other public    
places. Also, identify those people who they can ask for help, such as uniformed law enforcement, security guards 
and store clerks with nametags. 
24. Help your children learn to recognize and avoid potential risks, so that they can deal with them if they happen. 
25. Teach your children that if anyone tries to grab them, they should make a scene and make every effort to get 
away by kicking, screaming, and resisting. 
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Some great Facts & Tips about Neighborhood Watch  
from the National Crime Prevention Council  

Neighborhood Watch is one of the oldest and most effective crime prevention programs in the country, 
bringing citizens together with law enforcement to deter crime and make communities safer.  
  
Sponsored by the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA), Neighborhood Watch can trace its roots back to 
the days of colonial settlements, when night watchmen patrolled the streets. The modern version of 
Neighborhood Watch was developed in response to requests from sheriffs and police chiefs who were 
looking for a crime prevention program that would involve citizens and address an increasing number of 
burglaries.  
  
Launched in 1972, Neighborhood Watch counts on citizens to organize themselves and work with law 
enforcement to keep a trained eye and ear on their communities, while demonstrating their presence at all 
times of day and night. (The program took off quickly: in just ten years, NSA data showed that 12      
percent of the population was involved in a Neighborhood Watch.) Neighborhood Watch works because 
it reduces opportunities for crime to occur; it doesn’t rely on altering or changing the criminal’s behavior 
or motivation.  

 Tips 
• Work with the police or sheriff’s office. These agencies are critical to a Watch group’s credibility and are 

the source of necessary information and training. 
• Link up with your victims’ services office to get your members trained in helping victims of crime. 
• Hold regular meetings to help residents get to know each other and to decide upon program strategies 

and activities. 
• Consider linking with an existing organization, such as a citizens’ association, community development 

office, tenants’ association, or housing authority. They may be able to provide an existing infrastructure 
you can use. 

• Canvass door-to-door to recruit members. 
• Ask people who seldom leave their homes to be “window watchers,” looking out for children and reporting 

any unusual activities in the neighborhood. 
• Translate crime and drug prevention materials into Spanish or other languages needed by non-English 

speakers in your community. If necessary, have a translator at meetings. 
• Sponsor a crime and drug prevention fair at a church hall, temple, shopping mall, or community center. 
• Gather the facts about crime in your neighborhood. Check police reports, conduct victimization surveys, 

and learn residents’ perceptions about crimes. Often, residents’ opinions are not supported by facts, and 
accurate information can reduce the fear of crime. 

• Physical conditions like abandoned cars or overgrown vacant lots contribute to crime. Sponsor cleanups, 
encourage residents to beautify the area, and ask them to turn on outdoor lights at night. 

• Work with small businesses to repair rundown storefronts, clean up littered streets, and create jobs for 
young people. 

• Start a block parent program to help children cope with emergencies while walking to and from school or 
playing in the area. 

• Emphasize that Watch groups are not vigilantes and should not assume the role of the police. Their duty 
is to ask neighbors to be alert, observant, and caring—and to report suspicious activity or crimes          
immediately to the police. 
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Englewood Substation 
1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 
 

www.facebook.com/ipdinf

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:      911 
Non-Emergency:      325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:       325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:     325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:    325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer:   325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:    257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:      325-7876 

To download the 2014   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  

www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 

www.indepmo.org/ipd 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

You may not be aware of this but each year you 
must register your watch group with the Crime     
Prevention Unit.  You can simply do this by    
filling out the “Group Registration Form” which is 
available at the Englewood Substation,        
1717 S. Appleton Ave, or online at:   

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/NeighborhoodWatc
h/2014NWGB.pdf 

The form is on pages 5 of the Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook.  Return complete registration 
forms to either me, a volunteer working at the 
substation, by mail or by e-mail.  The purpose of 
registering your watch group is to help the      
Independence Police Department keep track of 
groups involved with the Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  It lets us know how many groups are    
involved and where they are, throughout the 
city.  We have many unregistered groups who 
are active in the program.  An active           
neighborhood watch group is still functional but 
the partnership with the police department is not 
complete until your group registers with our     
office.   

Keep in mind, simply attending block Captains’ 
meetings or having a block watch meeting with 
me does not fulfill the registration requirement.  
Each year we give awards to those groups that 
meet certain requirements set forth by the      
police department. We need one form per 
group, with one person dedicated as being the 
“Contact Captain” from your group. This person 
will be responsible for completing this form, and 
returning it.  If you don’t already do so, complete 
this form as early in the year as possible.  This 
will allow us to enter you as an active group, 
and provide you with any updates to the        
program. 

Please Remember to 
Register your  

Neighborhood Watch 
Group for 2014 


