
1 

August 2014 
Inside This Issue: 

COPS Corner 
Catalytic Converter Theft 

Why NW? / Internet Safety 

1 
2 
3 

Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

  Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 
  - August 7th 
  - September 4th 
  - October 7th (No Meeting) 
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 We hope your summer has been safe and enjoyable so far. If you 
missed the August Block Captains meeting, you missed out.  We 
discussed the top three crime concerns this summer: residential 
burglaries of vacant and unoccupied homes, theft of mail and theft 
of catalytic converters.  Various preventative measures were also 
discussed.   

We discussed National Night Out and it is our hopes that          
September’s Block Captains meeting will be a planning meeting 
for the event.  We are still ironing out location details but these are 
the ideas that we’ve discussed so far: 

• October 7th from 5-8pm.  
• One block party at a centralized location 
• Incentivize attendance with some free food and snacks. 
• Provide crime prevention & neighborhood watch information  
• Letting the public meet with police officers, see their equipment 

and visit. 
• Highlight various anti-crime efforts. 
 
Additionally, we believe National Night Out will.. 

• Provide an opportunity for neighbors to meet one another. 
• Increase interaction and communication among citizens, police, 

and city leaders. 
• Build relationships of trust and respect among residents, police, 

and city leaders. 
• Encourage citizens to become involved in reducing crime. 
• Allow people to recognize and celebrate the successes they have 

achieved through cooperative efforts. 
• Give residents and police a chance to recommit to working       

together. 
 

COPS Corner 
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4. EIGHT Ways to Deter Catalytic Converter Theft 
 
1) Defensive Parking: Always park your vehicle in an area that allows the most visibility to passersby.  
2) Effective Security Lighting: Lighting is vital to reducing catalytic converter theft. Though the           

opportunity thieves are getting bold enough to strike in busy areas in broad daylight, the more organized 
thieves won’t be so brazen. They are more professional and bit more risk averse.  

3) Live Video Surveillance: For some residents it might make sense to install video cameras. The cost of 
replacing the converter will be less than buying a video camera.  

4) Monitor Your Local News: The less organized opportunity thieves fall into quickly recognizable      
patterns in local areas. Monitor your local news to maybe give you an idea of when there are catalytic   
converter thieves in high activity in your area.  

5) Spread Community Awareness: If you hear about catalytic converter thefts in your neighborhood or 
even suffer the theft of a catalytic converter from your vehicle then consider getting the word out in some 
way to others in your area. Make a police report so the police know about the crime in your area. 

6) Welded Bolts: If your catalytic converters are “bolt on” you can have the bolts welded shut. This is only 
a deterrent to the lowest grade of catalytic converter thief though - the one who works only with a 
wrench.  

7) Catalytic Converter Protective Sleeves: Protective coverings for your catalytic converter, such as the 
device known as the Catclamp, can deter thieves. The Catclamp and competitor Catcuff makes it much 
more difficult for the reciprocal saw wielding thief to steal your converter.  

8) Identification Etching: A major problem with this type of crime is convicting a thief when they are not 
caught in the act. Police need proof that a catalytic converter they find in a guy's trunk or at the scrap  
metal dealer is stolen. Etching your converter with your vehicles VIN number or your drivers license 
number will help the police to track your converter back to you if police recover it after it’s stolen.  

2. What Makes a Catalytic Converter so Valuable? 
The three types of metal that help the catalytic converter remove toxins from the vehicles’ emissions are 
platinum, palladium and rhodium. The prices of these metals has shot up hundreds of dollars an ounce in 
recent years. It’s the tiny amounts of these metals on the screens inside the catalytic converter that makes 
them so valuable.  

Catalytic Converter Theft Information 
1. FOUR Quick facts 
• Stolen catalytic converters sell for ~$40 - $200 each. 
• They can cost ~$1000 to replace. 
• Thieves are known to strike in broad daylight, in busy areas. 
• SUVs and other vehicles with high clearance are especially vulnerable.  

3. Tools of the Catalytic Converter Thief: Stealing a catalytic converter takes either a wrench or a    
cordless reciprocating saw. In some cases thieves are using mechanics dollies to slide under vehicles more 
easily.  It only takes about three minutes to steal one by either unbolting it or using a the reciprocating 
saw to cut it out. Some thieves are even faster. The opportunistic thieves go prowling when their drugs 
wear off. They look for easy steals - SUVs are favorite targets. Toyota SUVs especially because their     
catalytic converters are only bolted on. Sometimes they even follow cars and wait for them to park. These 
are often the ones who strike non-business targets and they go on sprees of theft that last several hours or 
sometimes days. and larger organizations with higher concentrations of vehicles.  
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Why Neighborhood Watch? 

A Neighborhood Watch Program can put the neighbor back into neighborhood by creating a 
sense of community. It brings law enforcement and the citizens together to reduce crime. 
Reducing the risk of being a crime victim: Participants are taught how to take           
preventative measures that decrease the likelihood of becoming a crime victim. 
Being better prepared to respond to a suspicious activity: Members are trained on 
how to report suspicious activities that are occurring and what the police need when a crime 
is being reported and why. 
Greater access to criminal activity information: Members are informed of crime trends 
and patters so they will be better prepared to spot it in their neighborhood. 
Neighborhood Watch sign posted in the neighborhood: Criminals know that an area 
with a Neighborhood Watch sign is not an easy target. This shows that the community has 
taken the necessary steps to deter crime and are probably being observed. 
Knowing your neighbors: Neighborhood Watch promotes getting to know your neighbors 
and their regular patterns so that each of the members will be able to report any activity that 
doesn't fit with the regular schedules. 
Reducing the fear of crime and making the neighborhood more livable:              
Neighborhood Watch can increase the number of arrests and convictions by serving as a    
network for law enforcement and the community to effectively communicate about criminal 
activity in the neighborhood. 
Allowing other issues of community concern to be addressed: Other issues of          
community concern can be addressed, such as Fire Prevention, First Aid, and City Planning 

Source: City of Annapolis, MD Neighborhood Watch Program Benefits 

Internet Safety Tips for Kids 
1. Spend time having fun with your parents 
online and helping them understand          
technology! 
2. Never post your personal information, such 
as a cell phone number, home number, home 
address, or your location on any social        net-
working site or through mobile apps like Snap-
chat or Instagram. 
3. Never meet in person with anyone you first 
“met” on the internet. If someone asks to meet 
you, tell your parents or guardian right away. 
Some people may not be who they say they are. 
4. Check with your parents before you post pic-
tures of yourself or others online. Do not post 
inappropriate pictures of anyone. 
5. Never respond to mean or rude texts,     mes-
sages, and e-mails. Delete any unwanted mes-
sages. You may need to delete friends who con-
tinuously bother you or post things that are 
not appropriate. 

6. NEVER share your password with    
anyone, including your best friend. The 
only people who should know your      
password are your parents or guardian. 
7. If you wouldn’t say something to        
another person’s face, don’t text it or post 
it online. 
8. Do not download or install software or 
anything on your computer or cell phone 
before checking with your parents or 
guardian. 
9. Use the privacy settings of social      
networking sites. 
10. If anything makes you feel               
uncomfortable online, while gaming or 
when using your cell phone, talk with 
your parents or guardian right away. 
Source: Netwsmartz.org and                
safekids.com. 
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E-mail us  your articles 

jsyme@indepmo.org 

X X 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 

1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 

INDEPENDENCE 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:     911 
Non-Emergency/Information:  325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:      325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:    325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:    325-7876 

To download the 2014   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  


