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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

  Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 
  - July (No Meeting) 
  - August 7th 
  - September 4th 

Important Contact Numbers 4 

 
National Night Out will be on October 7th this year!  
 
   We hope better weather will result in a better turn out than  
having it in the heat of August as we’ve done in past years.  
We’ve narrowed down location ideas to a few places but have 
yet to decide on one.  We’ll discuss it more at the August block 
captains’ meeting on the 7th (Truman High School, Room 240, 
7pm).  As always, we welcome positive and innovative input 
from you. This is YOUR event and we need you help in order 
for it to be a success.  
 
   If you aren’t familiar with National Night Out. It is designed 
to :  (1) Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;  

 (2) Generate support for, and participation in local       
 anticrime efforts;  

 (3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and                        
 police-community partnerships; and 

 (4) Send a message to criminals letting them know   
 neighborhoods are organized and fighting back. 

   As we’ve done previously, there will be free food,               
informational handouts, giveaways and demonstrations from 
the various units within the police department, including the    
K-9, Special Response Team, and Traffic Safety units, among 
others. We’ll be distributing important crime prevention       
literature on various topics that are pertinent to current crime 
concerns in our city.  We’ll also be promoting the              
neighborhood watch program, which is designed to reduce 
criminal opportunity and prevent crime through awareness,  
education, and cooperation between the community and the   
police department. 

COPS Corner 
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Enjoying fireworks can be a lot of fun during this holiday. However, fireworks can also be very          
dangerous.  According to FEMA “In 2010, U.S. hospital emergency rooms treated an estimated 8,600 
people for fireworks-related injuries. 73 percent of these injuries occurred between June 18 - July 18.         

Of these injuries: 65 percent were to males and 35 percent were to females. Children under 15 years old 
accounted for 40 percent of the estimated injuries. Children and young adults under 20 years old had 53 
percent of the estimated injuries. An estimated 900 injuries were associated with firecrackers. Of these, 
an estimated 30  percent were associated with small firecrackers, 17 percent with illegal firecrackers, 
and 53 percent where the type of firecracker was not specified.  

An estimated 1,200 injuries were associated with sparklers and 400 with bottle rockets. The parts of the 
body most often injured were hands and fingers (30 percent), legs (22 percent), eyes (21 percent), and 
head, face, and ears (16 percent). More than half of the injuries were burns. Burns were the most     
common injury to all parts of the body except the eyes, where contusions,  lacerations, and foreign    
bodies in the eye occurred more frequently. Most patients were treated at the emergency department and 
then released. An estimated 7 percent of patients were treated and transferred to another hospital or   
admitted to the hospital.”  We’re not trying to discourage fireworks altogether. Fireworks can be very 
enjoyable. Just, please be safe and follow the law! 

In the City of Independence,  

“The use of Division 1.4G fireworks within the City limits shall only be permitted on July 3 and July 5 
of each year between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., on July 4 of each year between the hours 
of 10:00 a.m. and midnight.”  Also, it’s illegal “for any person under the age of sixteen (16) years,    
unless under the supervision of a parent or guardian, to possess or discharge Division 1.4G fireworks 
within the City limits.” Remember, not all fireworks are legal!   

It is unlawful to possess, store, handle, or use the following fireworks within the City: 

▪  Bottle rockets, aerial missile, or similar devices 
▪  Sparkler bombs 
▪  Altered or combined fireworks 
 
I suggest that you reference the city ordinance (9.01.003 Sec. 3301.1.3) before you engage in any     
fireworks related activities.   

Be Safe and Enjoy the Holiday with your friends, family and neighbors! 
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Tips for Homeowners 
 

• Keep doors in your home closed and locked 
including your garage doors. An open door is 
an invitation.  

• Be a good neighbor and alert police to any   
unusual activity in your neighborhood. 

• Plan for vacation by having your mail and 
newspapers stopped or having a neighbor pick 
them up. Leave inside lights on timers to      
create the impression that your house is       
occupied. Be sure to set your alarm system. 
Have a lawn service or neighbor mow your 
lawn. 

• Avoid home improvement scams and          
deception burglaries by taking a proactive   
approach. Be particularly alert to anyone in 
your neighborhood looking to perform home 
repair and asking to gain entry into your home.  

• Ask to see identification and let them know 
you are going to call and get verification from 
their company before allowing them inside. If 
they are legitimate, they won’t mind the wait. 

Tips for Drivers 
 

• Don’t leave valuables or cash in your car. 
If you must leave items in the car, lock 
them in the trunk. If you have folding 
rear seats, make sure those are locked, 
too. 

• Be alert for children playing in        
neighborhoods and residential areas. 
Young children may be more concerned 
about catching a ball that rolls into the 
street than watching for vehicles coming 
toward them. 

• Drive safely and slowly around parks and 
playgrounds. More children are out   
playing during the summer. 

Tips for Parents 
 

• Provide a list of phone numbers of      
neighbors, family, and friends that your 
child can call in an emergency. Make sure 
your child knows how to dial 911 and when 
it is appropriate to do so.  

• Know the route your child will take to and 
from a given location. Remind your child 
never to take a shortcut or deviate from the 
agreed-upon route. 

• Establish rules for using the Internet.    
Children should have adult supervision 
when online. Make sure your child knows 
to never give out personal information on 
the Internet. 

• Require your child to check in with a parent 
before leaving the house and when         
returning home. Teach your child that there 
is safety in numbers and that it is best to be 
with a group of friends when going places 
without an adult.  

• Provide a bike helmet and require your 
child to wear it as well as brightly colored 
or reflective clothing. 

Some Info On Locks and Alarms 
 

 When searching for a truly secure lock,    
always look for locks that provide protection against 
drilling or picking, as well as those that have a long 
enough bolt so that the door cannot be pried open. 
Additionally, some locks have bolts that are made of 
hardened material or have hardened inserts to      
protect against a possible intruder from sawing the 
bolt. Locks represent a significant part of your    
comprehensive approach to home security.           
Remember to install and use appropriate lighting to 
illuminate entrances and walkways. Don’t rely     
entirely on an alarm for security. An alarm notifies 
police and neighbors AFTER the crime event. Most 
burglars realize that even after the alarm sounds, 
they have at least 10 minutes before the police     
arrive. Good quality locks can prevent the burglary 
from occurring and should be considered as a key 
element of a homeowner’s prevention strategy. 
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Return Service Requested 

E-mail us  your articles 

jsyme@indepmo.org 

X X 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 

1717 S. Appleton 
Independence, MO 64052 

INDEPENDENCE 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:     911 
Non-Emergency/Information:  325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:      325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:    325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 & 7645 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 & 7645 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:    325-7876 

To download the 2014   
Neighborhood Watch  

Guidebook, www.indepmo.org/userdocs/                        
Neighborhood Watch /2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, 
please email jsyme@indepmo.org 

and request to be added.  


