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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

  Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 
  - June 5th 
  - July (No Meeting) 
  - August  7th 
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 Reported crime statistics tell us that certain crimes will 
increase as the weather warms up. According to the FBI, burglary 
rates overall increase around 10 percent in summer. Crimes of 
opportunity tend to increase this time of year with more people out 
walking in neighborhoods and parking lots. Thefts from motor 
vehicles and residential burglaries, especially those involving 
unlocked windows and doors, are two of the big ones. Summer is 
also when kids are out of school and parents are still working. It is 
also when a lot of people go away on vacation. 
 
Here are some crime prevention tips:  
 

⇒ Make sure all of your house doors and windows are locked and 
double check them when you leave home. 

⇒ Install a home alarm and/or security cameras if you can afford it. 
Most insurance companies will even offer you discounts on your 
homeowners insurance for protecting your home. 

⇒ Make sure the exterior of your home is always well lit by using 
timers and motion sensors. 

⇒ Trim bushes and trees to prevent someone from hiding in them. 
⇒ If you go on vacation, don’t make it obvious. Have someone 

collect your mail while you’re away. (don’t hide your key under 
your welcome mat or garden rock…) 

⇒ When you park your vehicle anywhere, roll your car windows all 
the way up and lock you doors. Always double check them.  

⇒ Keep your children and teenagers involved in summer programs 
to occupy their time and keep them out of trouble. 

⇒ A dog is a great burglary deterrent.  
⇒ Call the police (911) if you see something that is out of place or 

doesn’t seem right. 

COPS Corner 
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Drowning is Preventable!  

 

Water safety awareness is something     
everyone should be concerned about all 
year long. It takes only inches of water for a 
small child to drown so taking extra safety 
steps at home and around pools, spas and all 
bodies of water can prevent drowning  
Some facts about young children and      
drowning:  
♦ The majority of deaths and injuries in pools 

and spas involve children ages 1-2 and   
occur in residential settings.  

♦ Drowning is the leading cause of             
unintentional death to children ages 1-4  

♦ Drownings occur when there is a short 
lapse in adult supervision  

♦ Little children drown quickly and silently . 

Tips for Safety In and Around Water  

Rule # 1: Never leave a child unattended 
around a pool, spa, bath tub or any body of 
water. 
 
At pools, spas and other recreational waters:  

♦ Teach children basic water safety skills.  
♦ Learn how to swim and ensure your chil-

dren know how to swim as well.  
♦ Avoid entrapment by keeping children 

away from pool drains, pipes and other 
openings.  

♦ Have a phone close by at all times when     
visiting a pool or spa.  

♦ If a child is missing, look for them in the 
pool or spa first, including neighbors’ 
pools or spas.  

♦ Share safety instructions with family, 
friends, babysitters and neighbors.  

If You Have A Pool: 

♦ Install a 4-foot fence around the perimeter 
of the pool and spa, including portable 
pools.   

 (city ordinance requires this) 
♦ Use self-closing and self-latching gates; 

ask neighbors to do the same if they have 
pools or spas.  

♦ If your house serves as the fourth side of a 
fence around a pool, install and use a door 
or pool alarm.  

♦ Maintain pool and spa covers in good work-
ing order.  

♦ Ensure any pool or spa you use has com-
pliant drain covers; ask if you do not know.  

♦ Have life saving equipment such as life 
rings, floats or a reaching pole available 
and easily accessible . 

visit www.PoolSafely.gov  

 

At Home: 

♦ Always keep a young child within arm's 
reach in a bathtub. If you must leave, take 
the child with you.  

♦ Don't leave a baby or young child in a bath-
tub under the care of another young child.  

♦ Never leave a bucket or basin containing 
even a small amount of liquid unattended. 
Always empty and store buckets where 
young children cannot reach them.  

♦ Consider placing locks on toilet seat covers 
in case a young child wanders into the 
bathroom.  
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Tips 
1. Flag day is Saturday, June 14. Put your flag out! 
2. Father's Day is Sunday, June 15. Plan now to make it a 

special day. 
3. Keep the kids occupied. I found an acronym online that 

is a great reminder if the children are complaining they 
are BORED! This comes from OHbaby on   Facebook. 
If your child says they are bored - ask them if they 
have:  

4. There are many low cost or free activities advertised 
weekly in newspapers or found online. Make a list of 
the ones that would interest your family. 

5. Don't forget wonderful activities at your local public    
library. 

6. Take time to go through your child's room to get rid of 
unneeded or outgrown clothing, toys, school papers, 
etc. 

7. Make vacation plans - write out a master packing list 
for each member of your family. Save it on your     
computer for future use. Don't advertise your vacation 
plans on social media. Wait until you are home to 
share photos. 

8. Work a little bit each day on an area of the house/yard 
that needs attention. For me - it's my fence line. I    
cannot grow anything I want - but I have a wonderful 
crop of poison ivy. I made a mixture of vinegar, Epson 
salts and Dawn dish washing liquid, but I don't know 
that it really kills this annoying  weed. I also use sprays 
purchased at the hardware store for poison ivy. Last 
year it got out of control and I am determined that this 
will not happen again. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Do you need organizing or want a speaker for your group? 
Please call Darcy at Organize4U 
(816) 797-7009 Organize4U 
Professional Organizing Services 
Licensed and Insured      
www.organizeforyou.net  

Free Shredding Events 
Safely dispose of your private  
papers with one of these events.   
While they are advertised as FREE,  
they often collect money for charity.  
  
Wednesday - June 4                       
1:00 to 4:00 p.m  
11150 Overbrook  
Leawood, KS 
                        
Saturday - June 7                             
7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Linwood Multipurpose Center  
3200 Wayne  
Kansas City, MO   
 
Saturday - June 14                           
7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
Winnetonka High School  
5815 NE 48th Street  
Kansas City, MO 
 
Saturday - July 19                             
9:00 a.m.to 12:00 p.m.  
St. Elizabeth's School  
14 W 75th Street  
Kansas City, MO   

June Organizing Tips 
From Darcy at Organize4U 

B - Been Creative  
O - Outside Play  
R - Read a Book  
E - Exercise for 20 minutes  
D - Done Something Helpful 
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Return Service Requested 

E-mail us  your articles 

jsyme@indepmo.org 

X X 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 

10920 E. Winner Rd 
Independence, MO 64052 

INDEPENDENCE 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:    325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:    325-7876 

To download the 2014  Neighborhood Watch  
Guidebook, go to 

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/NeighborhoodWatch/2014N
WGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please 
email jsyme@indepmo.org and request to be 

added.  


