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    Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
            7:00 PM, Room 240 
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 - June 5th 
 - July 3rd 
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Cop’s Corner 

(Information on back) 

Don’t forget about... 

 

 In 1962, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15th 

as National Peace Officers Memorial Day.  The calendar week 

in which May 15th falls is observed as National Police Week.  

National Police Week pays special recognition to those officers 

who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  This year, National 

Police Week will be observed from Sunday, May 11th, through 

Saturday, May 17th. 

  

  The Independence Police Department, along with the  

Fraternal Order of Police — Independence Lodge #1, will be 

hosting the annual Police Officer Memorial Service on May 

14th, at 3 P.M., at the central police building, 223 N. Memorial 

Drive.  The services are held every year,  during police officer 

memorial week, to recognize and honor those officer who have 

made the ultimate sacrifice to protect and serve the community. 

   

  Please join us at the services and pay tribute to these    

officers and their families.  If you have not been to a police  

memorial service before, I guarantee you will not regret the 

time spent after  having done so.  It means so much to the    

family of the fallen officer, who still attend and are honored at 

the services, as well as the officers still serving the community.   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

* Alternate location of the Truman Memorial Building, Truman and Pleasant, in the event of inclement 
weather.   

Police Officer Memorial Week 
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Before you leave.. 

 Place several lights on a timer. 

 Ask a neighbor or family member to 

check  your home periodically. 

 Stop newspaper and mail delivery. 

 Don’t forget to set your alarm. 

 

While traveling 

 Take only essential credit cards. 

 Pack as lightly as possible. 

 Large bags should be shipped in advanced for 

extended vacations. 

 If you purchased something hefty, ask the 

merchant to ship it home for you. 

 Check maps before you go out so you can 

tour confidently. 

 Try not to display expensive jewelry,        

cameras, bags, or other items that might draw   

attention. 

 Stick to well-lit, well-traveled streets at all 

times; avoid short-cuts. 

 Never leave your keys out where they can be 

picked up (i.e., poolside, lounge). 

 Never leave a room unlocked, even to go get 

ice or a snack from the vending machine. 

 Make sure everyone in your party—adults, 

teens, children—has the name, address, and 

phone number of the place you are staying. 

 Set up rules for each day’s outings on where 

and how you’ll link up if you become      sep-

arated. 

 Don’t leave valuables in view in the car (your 

own or a rental).  Leave them in the trunk or, 

better still, take them back to your room as 

soon as possible. 

 Leave a photocopy of your wallet’s contents 

at home or with a friend. 

Crime Prevention Tips 

 

A List of Tips for Adults on Staying Safe 

 Don’t walk or jog early in the morning or late at 

night when the streets are deserted. 

 When out at night, try to have a friend walk with 

you. 

 Carry only the money you’ll need on a particular 

day. 

 Don’t display your cash or any other inviting  

targets such as pagers, cell phones, hand-held 

electronic games, or expensive jewelry and  

clothing. 

 If you think someone is following you, switch 

directions or cross the street. If the person      

continues to follow you, move quickly toward an 

open store or restaurant or a lighted house. Don’t 

be afraid to yell for help. 

 Try to park in well-lighted areas with good    vis-

ibility and close to walkways, stores, and   peo-

ple. 

 Make sure you have your key out as you          

approach your door. 

 Always lock your car, even if it’s in your own 

driveway; never leave your motor running. 

 Do everything you can to keep a stranger from 

getting into your car or to keep a stranger from 

forcing you into his or her car. 

 If a dating partner has abused you, do not meet 

him or her alone. Do not let him or her in your 

home or car when you are alone. 

 If you are a battered spouse, call the police      

immediately. Assault is a crime, whether       

committed by a stranger or your spouse or any 

other family member. If you  believe that you 

and your children are in danger, call a crisis    

hotline or a health center (the police can also 

make a referral) and leave immediately. 

 If someone tries to rob you, give up your       

property—don’t give up your life. 

 If you are robbed or assaulted, report the crime to 

the police. Try to describe the attacker              

accurately. Your actions can help prevent     

someone else from becoming a victim. 

Protect Yourself From Violent Crime Personal Safety Tips 

 While On Vacation 
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  One of the most successful programs, for assisting neighbors with “problem” houses in their        

neighborhoods, has been the city’s ordinance against maintaining a nuisance.   

 Ordinance 12.03.011, Prohibition Against Maintaining Nuisances states; It shall be unlawful for any 

owner, occupant, or other person or legal entity with a lawful right to the use and enjoyment of any property 

to knowingly fail to abate any illegal activity upon, or nuisance related to, the property so owned, occupied or 

to which such a legal right exists. 

 Now, once again in terms everyone can understand…  The ordinance provides the city with the tools 

to hold both the property owner (landlord) and the tenant accountable for the activities that go on at that a 

ddress.  That means that if you are a landlord, and you rent to a person who has numerous contacts with the  

police due to either the renter’s illegal activities OR the visitors of that tenant, ALL of the involved parties, 

both renter and landlord, will be held accountable for violating this ordinance.  This alleviates the “I’m just 

the landlord, I’m not responsible for what the renter does while I’m not there” attitude that is sometimes, not 

always, present in contacts with these individuals.  It also eliminates the renter being able to say, “I didn’t do 

anything wrong, it was my friend I invited over”.  The ordinance clearly applies to anyone legally on the  

property.  This includes all the “friends” that are just there for the party.  It holds the resident as well as the 

landlord accountable for anyone’s activity while they are legally at the residence. 

 I know some of you may be asking “what constitutes NUMEROUS contacts with the police”.  The 

ordinance provides no set number needed to make the residence a nuisance property.  However, there are   

certain calls for service that can qualify a residence as a nuisance property on just one contact.  Those         

instances are for drug related offenses, fighting or interfering with the police and stolen property located at the 

residence.  Other instances, such as loud parties, disturbances, fighting, etc., have been evaluated on a case by 

case basis and depend on the severity of the offenses as determined by the officers handling the calls.    

 Most of the time, when the police department intervenes on behalf of the neighbors who are fed up 

with the party house in their neighborhood, the landlord is very cooperative.  In some cases the landlords have 

been holding off, waiting on further grounds to file for an eviction, which the police have just provided them. 

 The city currently has two nuisance abatement officers, one working north side and the other working 

south side of 23rd Street.  These two officers track, notify and follow up with prosecution on all of these cases 

in addition to their other patrol duties and assignments.  They are very good at what they do and have become 

more than efficient over the many years of working with this program. 

 If you think you may have one of these “problem” houses in your neighborhood, feel free to go onto 

the city’s action center and notify the officers of the address.  The action center submission will allow the   

officers to track requests made by citizens in the event of multiple contacts about the same address.  You can 

access the city’s action center at:      http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/Default.aspx 

 If you would like more information on this, or any other ordinance in the city of 

Independence, check out all of out ordinances at:        

http://www.municode.com/Library/MO/Independence_ 

Nuisance Properties and “What can I do?” 
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Return Service Requested 

E-mail us  your articles 

jsyme@indepmo.org 

X X 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 

1717 S. Appleton 

Independence, MO 64052 

INDEPENDENCE 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  

Fax: 816-325-7647 

Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 

E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 

Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 

E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 

www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

www.facebook.com/icrimeprevention 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity Hotline:  325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

Location: Waterfall Park - 4501 S. Bass Pro Dr. 

South of the Bass Pro Shops  

Off 40 Highway at 291 Highway 

Date: Saturday June 7, 2014 

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 This festival is an opportunity for kids and adults to see      

displays with an environmental theme. Exhibitors will provide 

information about the importance of water quality, local     

watersheds, storm water management, and conservation. 

 Interactive booths will be placed along the park trail so that     

participants can learn about various water and conservation      

topics. There will be questions at each exhibit to be answered 

by the festival-goers in their Eco-Passports. 

 A t-shirt design contest is being conducted at a local           

elementary school. The winning design will be used on this 

year’s shirt which is awarded to those who complete the   

Passport questions. There will be assorted brochures,          

souvenirs and other giveaways at various booths. 

www.indepmo.org/ecofest 


