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Upcoming Captains’ Meetings 
    Truman High School  
 3301 S. Noland Road 
             7:00 PM, Room 240  
 - March 6th 
 - April 3rd 
 - May 1st 
 - June 5th 

We recently assisted the city’s code enforcement division with the 
execution of a search warrant on a piece of property that had severe 
code violation/poor property conditions. Apparently code enforcement, 
spurred by   numerous complaints from neighbors, conducted an     in-
vestigation that lead to obtaining a search warrant. Once code enforce-
ment obtained the warrant, they were able to go onto the property and 
clean-up/remove some of the debris that was in violation of city codes. 
This all started with one complaint from a neighbor who was fed up 
with the poor conditions in their neighborhood and called code enforce-
ment to make them aware of the issue.  

You may wonder why a search warrant would be needed?  Due 
to the need for code enforcement officers to go onto the property and 
clean-up/correct the violations when the property owner fails to do so 
on their own, it has to be court ordered and signed by a judge.  Obvi-
ously obtaining a search warrant, and  conducting the investigation that 
leads up to the probable cause needed for the warrant, can take some 
time. So, don’t get frustrated when you feel that it is taking too long, or 
nothing is being done, because as I explained these things don’t happen 
overnight.      

It’s easy to get frustrated when people don’t “live” the way we 
think they should.  But, I also think it is important to know what consti-
tutes a violation so we are not passing along information on.  We have 
included a list of definitions as to what constitutes a code violation on 
page two of the newsletter.  This way we will be better informed and 
know the difference between what we “think” is a violation and what 
actually “is” a violation.   

Remain diligent in the reporting of these violations, read up on 
what actually constitutes a violation and try to be patient as the code 
enforcement officers conduct their investigation.  If you have any ques-
tions about a property, whether a complaint has already been initiated or 
the status of the complaint, you can go on line to the city web page and 
check on the status at the link below.  Simply enter the address of the 
violation and the website will provide a response advising if there is an 
investigation underway at this time. 

https://www.ci.independence.mo.us/violationsearch/default.aspx  

 Cop’s Corner 

 
     If you have not already done so, 

please register your Neighborhood 
Watch group for 2014. Each group 
must register every year to be      
credited as an official group. You can 
pickup the registration form and a 
Neighborhood Watch Program 
Guidebook at the Englewood       
Substation or I can email you a copy 
of each. (send me an email and I’ll 
send them). Please drop off your 
form at the Englewood Substation 
(1717 S. Appleton), or email it to us. 
Your form will be added to our     
records as an ACTIVE watch group. 
Remember all because you have a 
Neighborhood Watch sign in your 
neighborhood, your group may not be 
ACTIVE! 

Neighborhood Watch 
Registration 
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Code Enforcement Definitions 

1. GRASS AND WEEDS 
 All premises and exterior property, including any      
right-of-way/easement bordering or crossing the      
property, shall be maintained free from weeds and grass 
in excess of 12 inches. Noxious plants (poison ivy, poison 
oak, etc.) and thickets (dense growth of wild shrubbery) 
are prohibited. 

2. OPEN STORAGE PROHIBITED 
 Items such as automobile parts, building materials,       
appliances, furniture not designed for outside use, tools, 
tires, machinery, bricks, business related equipment and 
other similar items cannot be kept outside for more than 
seven days. Barbecue grills, lawn furniture, garden hoses, 
lawn mowers, and toys designed for outside use may be 
stored outside provided they are kept in good repair and 
free of insect/rodent infestation. Firewood should be 
stored    behind the house, cut in length/sizes suitable for 
use and stacked evenly on a concrete pad or 12 inches off 
the ground. 

3. NUISANCE VEHICLES 
All vehicles must be registered, currently licensed, and in 
operable condition if they are parked, kept or stored on 
the premises in an unenclosed area for more than seven 
days. 

4. FENCES/SWIMMING POOL FENCES 
All fences on the premises shall be structurally sound 
and constructed of customary or normal fencing         
material. Swimming pools which contain 12 inches or 
more of water at any point must be completely enclosed 
by a 6-foot fence or other 6-foot high structure. Gates          
enclosing swimming pools must be self-latching and     
inaccessible from the outside. 

5. REFUSE, RUBBISH, AND GARBAGE 
All exterior property and premises shall be free from any 
accumulation of refuse, rubbish and garbage. All refuse 
shall be disposed of properly. All refuse containers shall 
be made of a rodent/insect proof material with tight     
fitting lids and stored inside or behind the front building 
line of the structure. Refuse shall not be place at the curb 
more than 16 hours prior to the time of scheduled pick-up 
and refuse containers must be removed from the curb the 
same day. Single family dwellings and duplexes shall not 
use refuse containers in excess of 90 gallon capacity. 

6. RODENTS/INSECTS 
All premises, exterior property and structures shall be 
kept free from insect and rodent infestation. All         
structures in which insects or rodents are found shall be 
promptly exterminated by an approved process. 

7. LANDLORD/TENANT 
Landlords are responsible for: a) obtaining a rental       
business license; b) providing each tenant with a         
Landlord/Tenant Guide; c) maintaining the premises in         
accordance with the property maintenance code;             
d) following all applicable laws to evict tenants or to     
terminate utilities. 
Tenants are responsible for: a) maintaining the premises 
in accordance with the property maintenance code; b)       
providing accurate information when applying for          
tenancy; c) not intentionally causing damage to the     
premises; d) allowing the landlord access to the interior 
to make repairs. 

8. BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
The maintenance of a structure is the responsibility of 
the property owner. Any wood, siding, roofing, railings, 
walls, ceilings, porches, doors, windows and screens or 
other exterior parts of a structure must be maintained         
structurally sound, weather tight, rodent proof, and in 
good repair. All doors and windows shall tightly secure 
and   operate. The street number assigned to each    
structure shall be displayed so that it is easily readable 
from the opposite side of the street and in Arabic         
numerals at least 3 inches in height. 

9. PAINT/WATERPROOFING 
Proper surface coating is required on all exterior         
structures that are not naturally decay resistant. The    
surface coating must be maintained as a complete surface 
coating without peeling, flaking, chipping, or wear that 
exposes the underlying exterior material including any 
surface coating applied to a naturally decay resistant ma-
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Dumb Criminals 
Officers responded to a report of a car prowler in the area of 40 Hwy and Noland Road.  As officers 

arrived, they observed a female attempting to gain entry to a vehicle using the antenna. Once officers made  
contact, it was apparent by her demeanor that she was up to no good.  As officer were conducting their inves-
tigation, they were informed that the female had shoplifted merchandise from one of the local businesses.  It 
was learned that the female had committed the theft, ran out to throw the loot in her car when she accidentally 
locked the doors of the car.  She then smashed out the small rear window of the car, but was unable to gain    
entry that way.  She then removed the car antenna and attempted to trip the lock using the antenna.  That is 
when officers arrived.. 

Suspicious Activity 

This is a great example of seeing and recognizing what is suspicious or out of the ordinary, then acting on 
it.  Obviously it is important that you, as neighborhood watch members, are our eyes and ears out there.  
Through our training at neighborhood watch meetings and the crime prevention tips we pass along to you all 
each month, we hope to better educate you and making it easier for you to identify these clues & indicators.  
As we all know, looking at something is not always the same as “seeing” something.  As you’re out and 
about, or as the weather improves and we all start spending more time outside, be sure to pay attention to 
what’s going on in your neighborhood.  This officer noticed something unusual and acted on it.  If you see 
something that you believe is unusual or suspicious, contact the police immediately so we can investigate the 
matter.        

Recently, officers were dispatched to an alarm call at a residence.  As officers arrived in the area, they 
found damage to the residence indicating that the house had been burglarized.  As information was          
broadcast to the other units, that a actual burglary that had occurred, other officers responded to the area to 
look for the suspects. 

As officers arrived in the area, a male subject was observed carrying a woman’s purse. This peaked the     
officer’s suspicions, as it is common that burglars will utilize bags, pillow cases, or other bags to carry their 
stolen merchandise.  The officer made contact with the subject and discovered that he had been involved in 
the  burglary.  They also found more stolen property from the burglary and as well as a gun taken from       
another burglary in Independence.        

Further investigation determined that the female had NOT locked the keys in the car; she had          
accidentally dropped them while committing the shoplift. Officers also found that the car was stolen out of 
Kansas City, contained numerous items of drug paraphernalia (which of course did not belong to the female at 
the scene, ha) and also recovered the merchandise taken during the shoplifting. Moral of the story… If you 
are going out on a shoplifting spree, driving a car full of drug paraphernalia, be sure to bring along an extra 
set of keys to your stolen car… 
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E-mail us  your  
crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

1717 S. Appleton Avenue 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is: 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires: 
6.  A central role in law enforcement 
7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8.  Education 
9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

To download the 2014  Neighborhood Watch Guidebook, go to 
www.indepmo.org/userdocs/NeighborhoodWatch/2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 
jsyme@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  
watch group for 2014. 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


