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Congratulations to the following Neighborhood 
Watch Groups who achieved Award levels in 
2013 
 
 Gold:  
 Crescent Whistleblowers  
 Silver:  
 The Hardy Bunch  
 Country Meadows  
 Bronze:  
 Abston Place Pioneers 
 Charlton Road  
 Eastgate 
 Kemper Manor Nosey Neighbors  
 Thornbird  

 

February 2014 
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COPS Corner 
Starting a Watch Group 

Crime Witness & Safety Tips 
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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

 
Truman High School                                  
3301 S. Noland Road 
7:00 PM, Room 240 

Important Contact Numbers 4 

 March 6th  
 April 3rd 
 May 1st 
 June 5th 

How the Police Assist s with Neighborhood Watch.  
We will assist you in maintaining your watch group in the following 
areas: 
 Assisting in group startup. 
 Discussing and attempting to help resolve any ongoing issues 
 Providing you with crime trend updates in both the Neighborhood 

Watch Newsletter and at monthly block Captain’s meetings. 
 Meeting with you and/or your group to discuss neighborhood 

problems. 
 (..pretty much anything else, if you ask nicely.) 

COPS Corner 

 

HERE STOPS 

THE CRIME 



2 

February Organizing Ideas 
1. Stay prepared for inclement weather. 
2. Keep your gas tank full. 
3. Check your windshield wiper fluid level. 
4. Change your oil as scheduled.   
5. Keep emergency supplies in the trunk of 

your car - blanket, protein bars, boots, 
gloves, windshield scraper, kitty litter or     
ice melt, a small shovel. 

6. Keep your cell phone charged.   
7. Know where you will go if your home loses 

power for a day or more. 
8. Keep household supplies and foods stocked 

consistently so you don't have to run to the 
store when bad weather is predicted. 

9. Clear your driveway and sidewalks for  
safety. 

10. Use caution with heaters, fireplaces and can-
dles. 

www.organizeforyou.net 

Six Easy Steps to get started in 
Neighborhood Watch 

(1) Form a Group. Talk with some of your neighbors and 
discuss the benefits of forming a Neighborhood Watch 
with them. This might require going door to door to meet 
people who you do not know. Simply getting to know 
your neighbors is a big part of what Neighborhood Watch 
is all about. We can provide you with flyers to handout to 
your neighbors.  Every neighborhood has specific        
concerns. Yours may be speeders, suspicious door-to door 
solicitors, or even burglars and possible drug dealers.  

(2) Hold a First Meeting. At the meeting, discuss current 
crime problems or concerns in the neighborhood. Decide 
and vote on who will be the Block Captain. Regardless of 
leadership, you need to get as many people as possible on 
the block to be Block Watchers. They are the eyes and 
ears of the group. 

(3) Establish Boundaries. Figure out the perimeters of 
your neighborhood that the group will cover: A watch 
block should not contain more homes than you can handle. 
Your watch area should not contain more than 25-30 
homes, unless the group is registered with the approval of 
a home owners association or is in an organized            
residential environment such as an apartment complex or 
mobile home park. That area is up to you and who else is 
willing to participate.  Make a map: You can use various       
websites to print a map of your neighborhood. (Google /
Yahoo / Bing) If you don’t have those capabilities, contact 
me and I’ll print one for you. 

(4) Make a Roster. Make a list of names, addresses and 
telephone numbers of the neighbors who wish to be in-
volved in your group.  A blank roster is available in the 
Guidebook.  

(5) Read the Documents. Educate yourself and read over 
the Guidebook.  

(6) Register Your Group: Complete the registration form 
in the guidebook (p. 5) Turn it in at the Englewood      
Substation (1717 S. Appleton Ave). 

Below are some great tips from  
Block Captain Darcy: 

How do I get a Neighborhood Watch Sign?  

We like to stress that a Neighborhood Watch 
sign is only an effective deterrent when there is 
an active watch group behind it. A watch sign 
placed in a neighborhood without such a group 
works just as well as a pen without ink. The 
Neighborhood Watch program views its signs 
as a reward for participating in the program. If 
you meet the criteria for the Bronze Level 
Watch Group, and complete and return the 
participation level form, you may request a 
sign.  The street department will install your 
sign and we can discuss the best location that 
meets their criteria (Forms are located in the 
2014 Neighborhood Watch Guidebook). 
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Quick Safety Tips 
 Don’t ignore a knock at your door because you’re busy or 

don’t want to be bothered. Talk through the closed door and 
ask who’s there and what they want.  Let them know “We” 
are busy, sick or something else. “We” aren’t interested in 
whatever you’re selling. 

 If they won’t leave and continue to bother you, call 911.  
Tell the person at your door that you’re calling the police if 
they don’t leave. 

 Many people make the mistake of ignoring a knock at the 
door and are met by a burglar who thought your home was 
empty.  

 Keep your porch light and other outside lights on at night. If 
you go away overnight, leave your inside lights on timers or 
a radio or TV so it looks like someone is home.   

 Always report suspicious activity in your neighborhood to 
the police.  

Call 911 whenever you are a Victim or a Witness to a crime in progress 
You are a victim if your personal safety is being threatened. This could be by an intruder entering 
your home or somebody trying to abduct or attack you anywhere. If you see or hear somebody 
screaming for help,  somebody being physically attacked or a child or other person being forced into 
a car against his or her will, call 911. 
 
Things that might signal a crime 
 Someone running from a car or home 
 Someone screaming 
 Someone going door-to-door asking unusual questions or asking about past residents, or looking into 

house or car windows 
 Unusual noises that cannot be explained, like breaking glass or pounding sounds 
 Business transactions conducted from a vehicle; this could be drug or stolen property sales 
 Someone removing property from unoccupied homes or closed businesses 
 Some loitering in a neighborhood, on foot or in a vehicle, who is there with no apparent purpose or      

destination 
 A stranger entering a neighbor’s unoccupied home or yard 
 A stranger following or bothering children 
 
What the Police need to know when you Report a Crime 
 Describe what you saw briefly and clearly 
 Describe the suspect in as much detail as possible: age, height, weight, hair color, race, sex, clothing worn 

and anything special like facial hair, tattoos, a limp etc. 
 If a vehicle is involved, describe its color, make, model, year, license plate and any special markings like 

broken lights or body damage; describe the direction it went when last seen. 
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E-mail us  your  
crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

1717 S. Appleton Avenue 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is: 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires: 
6.  A central role in law enforcement 
7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8.  Education 
9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

To download the 2014  Neighborhood Watch Guidebook, go to 
www.indepmo.org/userdocs/NeighborhoodWatch/2014NWGB.pdf 

If you are not on our E-mailing list, please email 
jsyme@indepmo.org and request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your  
watch group for 2014. 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


