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Congratulations Neighborhood Watch Groups of the Year 
 

North Side: Kathy Pickering & The Hardy Bunch 
 

South Side: Sara Dunnahay & The Crescent Whistleblowers 

Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

    Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 

New  Englewood Substation 
 If you don’t already know, we have a new police 
sub-station in Englewood! We moved from the 10920 
Winner Road location to just around the corner at      
1717 S. Appleton Avenue. Our small building is just to 
the west of the Englewood Café. Please be patient with 
us during the next few weeks, as we are still working on 
getting our phones and internet up and running as well 
as getting everything running smoothly again. I’ve     
definitely realized how much we rely on technology to 
do our job.  
 Next time you’re in the Englewood area, be sure to 
stop by and say “Hi.” Officer Pope and I still work out of 
the office together. However, this month we will undergo 
a change in supervision. Starting January 14th, Officer 
Pope and I will report to the Operations Support Bureau 
and will work more closely with the police department’s 
Public Information Officer and Training Sergeant. We 
hope that this move allows us to serve You better in our 
various duties. We are also currently working with some 
area businesses and city leadership in developing a 
business crime prevention program, in-part by using a 
relatively new online neighborhood social networking 
tool. We will reveal more information on this when the 
project moves further along but we are really exited in 
how this tool can also be applied to Neighborhood 
Watch and make communication and collaboration a 
breeze.  

Contact Information 4 

 February 6th 
 March 6th  
 April 3rd 
 May 1st 

COPS Corner 

We’ll have the 2014         
Neighborhood Watch Guidebook 
available soon for distribution 
and for download.   

We’ll keep you updated!  

If you are not on our E-mailing 
list, please email 
jsyme@indepmo.org and         
request to be added.  

Don’t forget to REGISTER your 
watch group in 2014. 
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Winter Safety Tips for your Home and Vehicle 

Prepare a disaster supplies kit for your  
VEHICLE:  

(1.) Blankets or sleeping bags  
(2.) Jumper cables    
(3.) Fire extinguisher (5 lb., A-B-C type)  
(4.) Compass and road maps.  
(5.) Shovel   
(6.) Tire repair kit and pump.  
(7.) Flares  
(8.) Extra clothing to keep dry and gloves.  
(9.) Sack of sand or cat litter (for tire trac-
tion)  
(10.) Tow rope or chain.   
 
Prepare a disaster supplies kit for your 

HOME:   
(1.) 3-day supply of  water (one gallon of 
water per person per day for drinking and 
hygiene) 
(2.) 3-day supply of non perishable, high-
energy food and a manual can opener.  
(3.) First aid kit and essential medications.  
(4.) Battery-powered or hand-cranked ra-
dio.  
(5.) Flashlight, and extra batteries.   
(6.) Extra warm clothing, (boots, mittens, 
hat)  
(7.) Copies of important documents in a 
water-proof container.  

   
Before winter weather approaches,  
residents need to be prepared. Families can 
take  actions now that will help prevent   
unneeded hardships and possible life-
threatening situations as hazardous cold 
weather approaches.  

Residents can prepare for the winter storm 
by taking the following precautions: Prepare 
for possible isolation in your home.  Ensure 
you have enough food to sustain your   
family for at least 72 hours. Make sure        
everyone in your home has a warm coat, 
gloves and hat. Check on elderly or disabled 
friends, neighbors or employees. If you 
have to drive, follow the tips on page 3. 
Keep your gas tank full. Keep your cell 
phone charged. If  temperatures remain  
below freezing for a day or more, leave a 
faucet dripping so water won’t freeze in the 
pipes and open cabinet doors below sinks.   

Make sure your elderly loved ones/ 
neighbors are prepared for the storm. The 
ability to feel a change in temperature     
decreases with age, and older people are 
more susceptible to health problems caused 
by the cold. Consider placing an easy-to-
read thermometer in an indoor location 
where you or they can check it or see it  
frequently. Residents who are on an oxygen 
generator make sure you’ve contacted your 
oxygen supplier for extra oxygen tanks in 
case there’s a power outage and the oxygen 
generator quits. Also, if your medications 
are running low and you might need a refill, 
do it today and tomorrow. 

Safety Tips Outside the Home 

If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it 
from the garage immediately after starting 
it. Do not run a vehicle, generator, or 
other fueled engine or motor indoors, 
even if garage doors are open. Make sure 
the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is 
not covered with snow. During and after a 
snowstorm, make sure vents for the 
dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace are 
clear of snow build-up. Only use barbecue 
grills, which can produce CO, outside. 
Never use them in the home, garage, or 
near building openings as a heat source. 

 Safety Tips In the Home 

Make sure you have working smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms properly installed 
in your home. Alarms should be installed 
in a central location outside each separate 
sleeping area. Test your smoke alarms 
monthly and install fresh batteries        
annually.  Give space heaters their space; 
keep  combustible material at least three 
feet away from the heater. Keep all     
combustible materials off of floor furnaces.  
Remove any combustibles from central 
heater closets. Use a metal grate to hold 
the logs inside the fireplace. Use an      
approved metal or glass screen in front of 
the fireplace to prevent embers from    
flying out of the firebox. Remember        
to open the damper before lighting the 
fireplace. Never use your oven to heat 
your home.  
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  If your vehicle gets stuck… 
• Do not spin your wheels. This will only dig 
you in deeper. 
• Turn your wheels from side to side a few 
times to push snow out of the way. 
• Use a light touch on the gas to ease your 
car out. 
• Use a shovel to clear snow away from the 
wheels and the underside of the car. 
• Pour sand, kitty litter, gravel or salt in the 
path of the wheels, to help traction. 
• Call for help if all else falls. 

   

  If your rear wheels skid... 
• Take your foot off the accelerator. 
• Steer in the direction you want the front 
wheels to go. If your rear wheels are   
sliding left, steer left. If they’re sliding 
right, steer right. 
• If your rear wheels start sliding the 
other way as you recover, ease the   
steering toward that side. You might 
have to steer left and right a few times to 
get your  vehicle completely under     
control. 
• If you have standard brakes, pump 
them gently. 
• If you have anti-lock brakes (ABS), do 
not pump the brakes. Apply steady      
pressure to the brakes. You will feel the 
brakes pulse—this is normal. 

Tips for DRIVING in Snow & Ice 
We see a lot of vehicle crashes around Independence during the winter months, as a result of 
the snowy and icy road conditions.  The best advice for driving in bad winter weather is not 
to drive at all, if you can avoid it. If you must go out, wait until the snow plows and sand 
trucks have had a chance to do their work, and allow yourself extra time to reach your      
destination. 
 
• Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room to stop. You should allow at least 
three times more space than usual between you and the car in front of you. 
• Brake gently to avoid skidding. If your wheels start to lock up, ease off the brake. 
• Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other motorists. 
• Use low gears to keep traction, especially on hills. 
• Don’t use cruise control or overdrive on icy roads. 
• Be especially careful on bridges, overpasses and infrequently traveled roads, which will 
freeze first. Even at temperatures above freezing, if the conditions are wet, you might         
encounter ice in shady areas or on exposed roadways like bridges. 
• Don’t pass snow plows and sanding trucks. The drivers have limited visibility, and you’re 
likely to find the road in front of them worse than the road behind them. 
• Don’t assume your vehicle can handle all conditions,. Even four-wheel and front-wheel 
drive vehicles can encounter trouble on winter roads. 
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E-mail us  your  
crime prevention and 

neighborhood watch articles 

1717 S. Appleton Avenue 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is: 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires: 
6.  A central role in law enforcement 
7.  Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8.  Education 
9.  Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10.  Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 


