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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

    Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 

 At a recent neighborhood watch meeting, we were  
contacted by a block captain who was having trouble with a 
neighbor harassing his family and being an overall nuisance 
in the area.  We took the information from the block captain 
and began looking into the activity at the residence. We found 
that the resident had been involved in disorder in the 
neighborhood and the police had been called to the            
residence on numerous occasions. The resident, and landlord, 
were both served with notice of the nuisance abatement     
program for the city.  Both subjects were warned that any    
further calls for police service at the residence, disorder      
related, would be considered a violation of the order and 
BOTH (the landlord AND the tenant) would be summoned to 
court.  During the contact with the landlord, he advised that he 
would warn the tenant to keep to himself. The landlord further 
advised the officers that he WOULD NOT be renewing the 
lease for the tenant, which was to expire in November 2013 
anyway, based on these problems. 

2013 Participation Forms.. 4 

 December 5th 
 January 2nd 
 February 6th 

 The city ordinance pertaining to the nuisance abatement program has proven to be a 
very valuable tool for law enforcement.  The ordinance states that if the police are called          
excessively to a residence for issues of disorder, criminal activity, drug usage, etc, the resident 
and owner (landlord) will be issued a notice of abatement.  Any further calls at the residence, 
disorder related, will be a violation of the ordinance and both owner and occupant will be   
summoned to court.  This is normally the motivation needed to convince landlords to evict and 
remove the problem tenant.  Most of the time the landlord is aware of the tenant being a     
problem, due to unpaid rent or property conditions, and is more than willing to evict, but   
sometimes lack enough grounds to formally do so.  This notice of violations of the city ordinance 
pertaining to nuisance properties, is generally enough to violate most lease agreements and 
give the landlord grounds to evict. Thanks to the block captain bringing this to our attention, we 
were able to confirm there was a problem at the residence and deal with it.  It may never be 
known how many other neighbors living in the area were being affected by this subject.     
Quality of life is all too often compromised by taking a “not my problem” type approach to    
happenings in your neighborhood.  Turning away, closing the blinds, shutting doors and        
ignoring things that are happening in your neighborhood WILL lead to problems if they are not 
addressed.  Stand up for yourself, and your neighbors, and take an active role in improving 
your neighborhood by helping the police in removing these “problem children”.     

COPS Corner 
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Holiday Safety Tips 
  Driving 

 The roads get more traffic during 
the holiday shopping season.  If you can, 
avoid driving alone or at night. If you do 
go out at night to shop, make sure you 
park in a well-lighted area and away from 
large vans, trucks, camper shells, or cars 
with tinted windows.  Keep all you car 
doors locked and windows closed while in 
or out of your car. If you have a car alarm 
or anti-theft device, make sure you use it. 
 When you park your vehicle, park 
it as close as you can to your destination 
and remember where you parked.  Never 
leave your car unoccupied with the motor 
running or with children inside.  Don’t 
leave any packages or anything of value 
on the seats of you car.  This creates a 
temptation for thieves. If you absolutely 
must leave something in the car, lock it in 
the trunk or put it out of sight.   
 Know where your keys are before 
going out to your car. You do not want to 
be fumbling in your purse or pockets for 
them when you need them.  Keep a       
secure hold on your purse, handbag and 
parcels. Do not put them down or on top 
of the car when you open the door.  When 
approaching or leaving your vehicle, stay 
aware of your surroundings. Do not      
approach your car alone if there are     
suspicious people in the area. If possible, 
ask store security/employees for an escort 
before leaving your shopping location. 

  Shopping 
 Shop during daylight hours whenever 
possible. If you must shop at night, go with a 
friend or family member.  Dress casually and 
comfortably and avoid wearing expensive      
jewelry. Do not carry a purse or wallet, unless 
you have must but keep cash in your front 
pockets.  Be extra careful if you do carry a   
wallet or purse. They are the prime targets of 
criminals in crowded shopping areas.  Always 
carry your Missouri Driver’s License along 
with necessary cash, checks and/or a credit 
card you expect to use.  
 Even though you are rushed and      
thinking about a thousand things, stay alert 
to your surroundings. Avoid carrying large 
amounts of cash and pay for purchases with a 
check or credit card when possible. Notify the 
credit card issuer immediately if your credit 
card is lost, stolen or misused. Keep a record 
of all of your credit card numbers in a safe 
place at home. Avoid overloading yourself 
with packages. It is important to have clear 
visibility and freedom of motion to avoid     
mishaps.  
 Beware of strangers approaching you 
for any reason. At this time of year,           
"con-artists" may try various methods of            
distracting you with the intention of taking 
your money or belongings. 

   Children 
 If possible, leave small children at home with a trusted babysitter. Teach your child that 
if they get separated from you in a store to go to a store clerk and ask for help. Teach       
children to stay close to you at all times while shopping and never allow children to make 
unaccompanied trips to the restroom. Children should also never be allowed to go out to the 
car alone and they should never be left alone in the car.  

 Teach children their full name, address and telephone number to give to police officers or 
mall security. Teach children to immediately inform you if a stranger is bothering them.  
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  Strangers at Your Door 
 Be aware that criminals sometimes pose 
as solicitors or delivery persons.  It is not       
uncommon for criminals to take advantage of 
the generosity of people during the holiday    
season by soliciting donations door-to-door for 
charitable causes although no charity is           
involved. Ask for their identification. If you are 
not satisfied, do not donate. (Donate to a        
recognized charitable organization.) 

  Automated Teller Machine (ATM) 
 If you must use an ATM, choose one that is located inside a shopping area or           
well-lighted location. Only take out the amount of cash that you need. Remember to protect 
your PIN by shielding the ATM keypad from anyone who is standing near you. Do not throw 
your ATM receipt away at the ATM location.  

  Operation Identification 
 The goal of Operation Identification is to   
deter property-related crime and to assist the 
police department in their efforts to find and   
return stolen or lost property to its rightful 
owner. Remember to mark valuable gifts with 
your Missouri Driver License. Do not use your 
Social Security Number. For items that cannot 
be marked with an engraver, photograph or 
videotape the items. 

  At Home 
 Be extra cautious about locking 
doors and windows when you leave the 
house, even for a few minutes. When 
leaving your home for an extended time, 
have a trusted neighbor or family      
member watch your house and pick up 
your newspapers and mail.  If possible, 
leave both your indoor and outdoor lights 
on an automatic timer.  Consider leaving 
a radio or television on so the house looks 
and sounds occupied. 
 Large displays of holiday gifts 
should not be visible through the        
windows and doors of your home. When 
setting up a Christmas tree or other    
holiday display, make sure doors and   
passageways are clear inside your home.  
Be sure your Christmas tree is mounted 
on a sturdy base so children, elderly     
persons or family pets cannot pull it over 
on themselves. 
 If you use lights on your Christmas 
tree ensure the wiring is not damaged or 
frayed. Frayed or damaged wiring can 
cause a fire.  

  Hosting a Party 
 Have non-alcoholic beverages     
available for party guests.  Find alternative 
transportation for intoxicated guests and 
arrange for an official designated driver for 
your party who will not drink at all. 

  Attending a Party 
 Have something to eat before consuming 
alcoholic beverages.  Eat high protein foods that 
will stay in your stomach longer and slow the 
absorption of alcohol into your system.            
Remember only time will eliminate the alcohol 
from your body. Know your safe limit.  Never 
drink and drive. 

Holiday Safety Tips 

Information obtained from the L.A.P.D. Crime Prevention Unit.  
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E-mail us  your articles 
jsyme@indepmo.org 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Home-

10920 E. Winner Rd 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires 
6. A central role in law enforcement 
7. Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8. Education 
9. Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10. Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 

Turn In Your “Optional Participation Form” at  
December’s Meeting (12/05) 

 
The end of the year is quickly approaching and if your 
neighborhood watch group would like to be recognized for 
the participation levels (Bronze, Silver & Gold) we need 
your forms soon.  We will have our Next Captains' Meeting 
on Thursday, January 2nd which is when we will have our 
awards presentation along with some food and               
refreshments. We ask that all Block Captains with home          
addresses that end in an ODD number, please bring your 
favorite dessert. All Captains with home addresses that 
end in an EVEN number, please bring your favorite hors 
d'oeuvre. We will be providing drinks, plates, napkins, 
utensils, cups, etc. This has been a fun night in the past 
and we are looking forward to spending some time with 
you and reflecting on our efforts in 2013.  The form is on 
page 6 of the document below. Download it online or ask 
us to print on and send it to you. 

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/neighborhoodwatch/2013NWGB.pdf 


