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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

 
    Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 

On 10-24-13, we were contacted at the Englewood Substation by 
a concerned neighbor in regard to a debilitated house on her 
block. She advised that it had been shut down by code                
enforcement for sanitary  reasons (no water, electricity, gas, etc) 
and she believed there were people still   living there. We       
confirmed with code enforcement, as well as the listed city       
services, that the residence was currently posted as unsafe to    
occupy and there should be no one living at the residence. 

We responded to the residence and encountered two subjects 
living in there, not making repairs or improvements which are 
allowed by the code enforcement restrictions. We arrested both 
subjects for trespassing. While inside, we found several drug 
paraphernalia items and it was clear that the residence was being 
used as a "flop house" for drug users to hang around. As we all 
know, drug use and criminal activity  commonly go hand in hand. 
This was no exception.  
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 (continued)  We determined that one of the subjects living in the residence had several warrants for 
his arrest and was also the suspect in a recent car theft that had occurred in the city. We spoke to the 
neighbors around the house and they were initially  sympathetic to the subjects "living" in the             
residence. They said that they felt sorry for them due to the fact that they were homeless, as we all do 
sometimes. However, when they learned of the criminal activity, particularly the drug activity and the 
vehicle theft, the sympathy dissipated. They came to the realization that they could have been the victim 
of one of these crimes, or even a more personal attack that they could have been subjected to as a result 
of these drug users coming to their neighborhood.  

Sympathy is a normal feeling. Feeling sorry for or wanting to help a homeless person is human nature.  
But when you have to compromise your own personal safety, property or quality of life in your 
neighborhood, YOUR well-being should be on the forefront. Don't fail to report these  instances to the 
police. Allow the police to respond and make an assessment of the situation and if helping the individual 
is an option, help will be provided. In some instances an arrest is warranted, and we will certainly be 
willing to provide that service as well. 

Stay Safe, 

Officer Billy Pope 
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Internet Safety Tips 
The FBI joined the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, the online job search company Monster 
Worldwide, and other partners in launching a new website  LooksTooGoodToBeTrue.com to 
educate the public about Internet schemes and to provide a central place for consumers to file 
complaints. Lou Reigel, the FBI's head cyber executive called the new site "a significant step 
forward in the fight against cyber crime", citing the importance of education in fighting scams 
that aren't confined by national or international boundaries. “Prevention is our best weapon: 
we have to get out in front of these crimes so they never happen in the first place.”  

The site offers a novel interactive online fraud risk test that lets users measure online safety 
habits relating to identity theft, financial fraud, internet auctions, counterfeiting, lottery scams, 
and computer privacy. To go to the test visit: www.lookstoogoodtobetrue.com/tests.aspx 
 
The site also provides prevention tips, details on current cyber scams, consumer alerts, victim 
stories, and an opportunity to share stories of cyber fraud. A free DVD can be ordered entitled 
"Web of Deceit", produced by the U.S. Postal Inspection Service. 

You can minimize the chance of an Internet mishap by adopting these practices: 
 Protect your personal information. It's valuable! 
 Know who or what you're dealing with. 
 Use anti-virus software and a firewall, and update both regularly. 
 Make sure your operating system and browser are set up properly and updated regularly. 
 Protect your passwords. 
 Back up important files. 

We encourage you to take a look at the new website…and, above all, to take its advice: 

 Be suspicious of e-mails that appear to be from banks, online auction sites, or other          
retailers that ask you to correct mistakes in your account information or to provide other 
personal information. 

 Never use a link in an e-mail to visit any website if the e-mail is asking for sensitive         
personal information or if you have any doubt at all about the sender or site. Instead, type 
in the address that you normally use to log onto the site. 

 If you have doubts, call the business on the telephone. You should always be able to        
resolve any issues with the customer service representative if the company is legitimate. 

 Only purchase goods and services from sites you trust. Software makes it easy to create 
websites and emails that look exactly like the real ones. Examine all offers carefully before 
purchasing. 

 
“Today we’re sending an instant message to criminals: The Internet is not your safe house,” 
said Lee R. Heath, Chief Postal Inspector of the U.S. Postal Service. 

And our message to you is: If you come across an Internet offer that sounds too good to be 
true, be skeptical…and visit LooksTooGoodToBeTrue.com to check it out. 
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Send us your stories:  
 
If you have valuable  information to share in 
this monthly neighborhood watch newsletter, 
we would love to hear from you.  Oftentimes, 
we find that YOU have some the most         
innovative solutions to neighborhood watch 
related issues. Other neighborhood watch 
groups would love to hear some of your     
successes. Please email us at 
jsyme@indepmo.org  We would love to 
spread your good news and tips about 
neighborhood watch. 

Award for Young Hero:  
 
On Friday, October 18, 2013, 10-year-old 
Deante Gorman, a fourth grader at Three 
Trails Elementary School, received a Mid-
America Regional Council 911 Hero Award and 
a Medal for heroism from Independence Chief 
of Police at a special ceremony in the        
gymnasium of Three trails Elementary in front 
of his fellow students and school faculty.  

Deante was recognized for his act of heroism 
for his actions on August 12, 2013, when his 
uncle suddenly suffered a seizure and fell    
unconscious.  

Deante remembered what his mother had 
taught him about how to dial 911 and provided 
vital information to the dispatcher so       
emergency responders could quickly respond 
and treat the victim.  

Find Out What’s Happening Before you see it on the News:   
 
Did you know you can read news releases and important information from the 
police department at the same time that the local news stations get it from us?  
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. We send out all our important   
stories and information there. In this information age, we are doing our best to 
provide you with timely and accurate information about crime and disorder in  
Independence.  
  
www.indepmo.org/IPD/PressReleases.aspx 
 
 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 
 
 
 
www.twitter.com/ipdinfo 
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E-mail us  your articles 
jsyme@indepmo.org 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Home-

10920 E. Winner Rd 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

 

 

If you’d like to obtain a copy of the 2013 Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook, please call our office so we can send 

you a copy.  Or you can type the web address below in your 
internet browser to view and/or download a copy: 

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/neighborhoodwatch/2013NWGB.pdf 
 

Don’t forget to REGISTER your watch group with our unit. 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires 
6. A central role in law enforcement 
7. Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8. Education 
9. Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10. Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 


