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Upcoming  
Captains’ Meetings 

    Truman High School 
 3301 S. Noland Road 
           7:00 PM, Room 240 

 In addition to coordinating neighborhood watch,          
volunteers in police services and adult crime prevention      
education, Officer Pope and I have also been working on    
Community Oriented Problem Solving (COPS) initiatives in the 
city. Recently, we’ve assisted area businesses with security 
surveys and presentations, worked on efforts toward a series of 
homeless person-related crimes, handled numerous     
neighborhood complaints, and a several other projects.  

 Community-Oriented Problem Solving (COPS) is a     
philosophy that recognizes the partnership required between 
the police, the business community and the citizenry to         
effectively reduce crime and disorder. Oftentimes, we rely on 
cooperation with other city departments, such as code           
enforcement, and outside agencies like Missouri Probation & 
Parole.  

 By definition, this type of policing requires your            
assistance.  We also realize that we can only do so much with-
out your help. If you see an ongoing problem that might require 
more than one visit by police officers or something that might 
needs another type of city service, please contact us.  We can 
be reached directly by phone, email or if it better suites your 
needs, online through the city’s Action Center. 

 As partners we can work toward a common goal - the 
reduction of crime, and making the community a safer place to 
work and live. 

Officer John Syme 
Contact Information: 

Officer Billy Pope: North of 23rd Street  
(816) 325-7645  bpope@indepmo.org 

Officer John Syme: South of 23rd Street  
(816) 325-7643  jsyme@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/actioncenter 
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COPS Corner 

Reminder:  We have moved 
the Block  Captains’      
Meetings to the First   

Thursday of the Month. 
They are no longer on  

Tuesdays. 

 October 3rd 
 November 7th 
 December 5th 
 January 2nd 
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Halloween Safety Tips 

Parents and Children Trick-or-Treating: 
 Use face paint or make-up, rather than a mask, so children can see better. 
 Dress kids in light colored costumes so children can be seen in the dark. 
 Adults accompanying children should also wear light-colored clothing to enhance visibility. 
 Take small children trick-or-treating early, before it gets dark. 
 Trick-or-Treat with parents or friends, never alone. 
 Trick-or-Treat at safe locations such as:  
 - Your neighbors’ homes, businesses, shopping centers, and at special events. 

Drivers: 
 Expect children at all times, even late at night, as there may be some late trick-or-treating.  
 Slow down when driving through any neighborhoods or when you see a goblin or ghoul ! 
 Watch for children who may dart out from between cars. 
 Use headlights even before it gets dark, so your car can be seen. 

S - Swords, knives, and similar costume accessories should be short, soft, and flexible. 
A - Avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted adult. 
F - Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you. 
E - Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating them.  
 
H - Hold a flashlight or light stick while trick-or-treating to help you see and others see you. 
A - Always test make-up in a small area first.  Remove it before bedtime to prevent irritation. 
L - Look both ways before crossing the street. Use established crosswalks wherever possible. 
L - Lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing decorative contact lenses. 
O - Only walk on sidewalks or on the far edge of the road facing traffic to stay safe. 
W - Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips, and falls. 
E - Eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade treats unless you know the cook. 
E -  Enter homes only if you're with a trusted adult. Otherwise, stay outside. 
N - Never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear flame-resistant costumes. 

Remember: 
More pedestrian accidents occur during the darkest months of the year. Drivers are urged to use    
extra caution and watch closely for pedestrians and bicyclists. Pedestrians are encouraged to 
watch out for cars and only cross the street at the corner or at a crosswalk. Never cross           
mid-block. Bicyclists are reminded to watch for cars turning right, even if the bicyclist has the 
right-of-way. This type of accident is a leading cause of bicycle-related injuries. 
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General Home Safety Tips    
                                                                                                                                                        
·  Invest in good deadbolt locks for exterior doors. 
·  Always lock your doors when you go out, even if only 
for a few minutes. 
·  Secure sliding glass doors with a wooden stick or 
broomstick. 
·  Keep all bushes and trees trimmed around your home. 
·  Install interior and exterior lighting. 
·  Mark your valuable property (like TVs, DVD players, 
stereos, etc.) with your driver's license number.  
·  Consider investing in alarm system that sounds when 
a door or window is opened. 
·  Never place your keys under a door mat, in the     
mailbox, or any other "secret" spot. 
·  Leave a light on somewhere in your home at night 
even when you are not there. 
·  If you observe a suspicious person near your home or 
your neighbor's home, call the police immediately. 

Burglary Prevention Tips 

Home Security When You're Away  
 
·  Use light timers. 
·  Leave shades and blinds in normal positions. 
·  Have good locks on all door and windows, AND 
USE THEM! 
·  Never leave your house key hidden outside under 
a doormat. Leave the key with a trusted neighbor or 
other responsible person. 
·  Stop all deliveries, or arrange for a neighbor or 
friend to pick up all your mail, newspapers, and 
packages. 
· Hide garbage cans in the garage or storage shed. 
(Empty can when everyone else's are full can tell a 
burglar you're away.) 
·  Turn the ringer on your telephone down low.      
(If a burglar's around, he won't be alerted to your       
absence by a ringing phone.) 
· Ask a neighbor to watch the house while you're 
away. (It's a good idea to leave your vacation      
address and telephone number with your neighbor 
so you can be reached in case of an emergency.) 
· Get a friend or trusted neighbor to park his/her car 
in your driveway. 
· Should you return home to find the door ajar, a 
broken window or other signs that someone has 
entered your home, do not enter.  Use your cell 
phone or go to a neighbor's house and call 911. 
· If you confront a burglar, don't try to stop him. 
Use your cell phone or run to a neighbor and call 
911 at once. 

Don't Let Your Home Voicemail (Answering Machine) Be a Tip Off! 
· Don't Say: "I'm not at home now." 
· Do Say: "I'm not available right now. Please leave a message." 
· Don't Say: "I'm on vacation this week." 
· Do Say: "Please leave your name and number and I'll get back to you." 
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E-mail us  your articles 
jsyme@indepmo.org 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Home-

10920 E. Winner Rd 
Independence, MO 64052 

Independence 
Neighborhood Watch 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
South of 23rd Street 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
North of 23rd Street 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

LIKE us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ipdinfo 

 

 

If you’d like to obtain a copy of the 2013 Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook, please call our office so we can send 

you a copy.  Or you can type the web address below in your 
internet browser to view and/or download a copy: 

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/neighborhoodwatch/2013NWGB.pdf 
 

Don’t forget to REGISTER your watch group with our unit. 

Emergency:    911 
Non-Emergency/Information: 325-7300 
 
Drug Activity:   325-6272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:   325-7290 
 
Neighborhood Watch:  325-7643 
Crime Prevention Officer: 325-7643 
Public Information Officer: 325-7258 
 
Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  257-7824 
 
Independence Center 
Officers:   325-7876 
 
Police K9 Unit:   325-7872 

10 Action Principles of  
Crime Prevention 
 
Preventing crime is 
1. Everyone’s business 
2. More than security 
3. A responsibility of all levels and agencies of 

government 
4. Linked with solving social problems 
5. Cost-effective 
Preventing crime requires 
6. A central role in law enforcement 
7. Cooperation and collaboration by all          

elements of the community 
8. Education 
9. Tailoring to local needs and conditions 
10. Continual testing and improvement  

Important Telephone Numbers 


