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♦ November 7th 
♦ December 5th 

On Tuesday, August 6th, neighborhoods throughout 
Independence are invited to join forces with thousands of 
communities nationwide for the "30th Annual National 
Night Out" crime and drug prevention event. National 
Night Out is sponsored by the National Association of Town 
Watch and cosponsored locally by the Independence Police 
Department, the City of Independence and various area 
businesses. 

Nationwide, this event will involve over 15,000 
communities from all 50 states, U.S. Territories, Canadian 
cities and military bases around the world. In all over 37 
million people are expected to participate in 'America's 
Night Out Against Crime'. From 5pm to 8 p.m. on August 
6th, residents in neighborhoods throughout Independence 
and across the nation are asked to lock their doors, turn on 
outside lights and spend the evening outside with neighbors 
and police. 

Officer John Syme and Officer Billy Pope, with the 
Independence Police Department, have arranged a large 
community blockparty “On the Square” on the corner of 
N. Liberty Street and W. Maple Avenue. 

There will be food, games, free giveaways and 
demonstrations from the various units within the police 
department, including the K9, Special Response Team, and 
Traffic Safety units, among others. 

Call the  Crime Prevention Unit, (816) 3257643 or 
(816) 3257645 for additional information. 

For additional information, go to: 

www.indepmo.org/ipd/night_out.aspx 

Important Contact Numbers  4 

National Night Out is August 6th
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Your Police in Action 

Employees Aid Victim: 
Employees of the Police Department 

have joined together to help raise $1,000 for 
crime victim Jordan Cheng. Mr. Cheng 
responded to an Independence residence on 
January 11 to   deliver food, but was instead 
ambushed by the callers with the intention of 
robbing him. Mr. Cheng was severely injured 
when beaten with a baseball bat. He is unable 
to return to work or drive and his medical 
expenses continue to increase. The story was 
aired recently on FOX4 and can be seen at 
http://fox4kc.com/2013/03/18/deliveryman 
beateninheadsaysheforgivesattackers/ 

If anyone else would like to help Mr. Cheng 
with a monetary donation, please contact any 
Hawthorne Bank where an account has been 
set up for his assistance. 

Department News 

Crime concerns in the 
parks… 

We received complaints of homeless 
gathering, and possibly living, in the 
wooded area west of Roberts Park (3250 
Blue Ridge).  Reports were that subjects 
were living in the park, urinating in public, 
drinking to the point of intoxication and 
harassing the patrons of the park (and 
neighbors around the park) for money, 
alcohol and food.  We responded to the park 
and found a rather elaborate encampment 
set up in the woods.  We worked together 
with the department’s special response 
team (SRT) to removed the structure and 
breakup the gathering area that was 
causing the patrons of the park to be 
harassed and unable to enjoy the city park. 
The structure was removed with the 
assistance of the city’s public works 
personnel. 

We hope this will curtail the illegal 
activity at the park and once again allow 
the citizens to enjoy Roberts Park. 

Help from the public in Englewood… 

We were contacted in our office by a concerned citizen regarding two small children left 
unattended in a motor vehicle outside a local business.  The citizen, having concern that the 
children may be taken or suffer from the heat if left too long, walked in to the Englewood 
Substation for assistance.  We were able to respond immediately and contact the children, 2 
years of age and 9 years of age, who were sitting outside a local business in the car alone.  The 
children advised that their mother was in the market and while we were in contact with the 
kids she exited the business.  We explained to the mother the dangers of leaving a child alone 
and unattended, then we explained the legality of the issue.  The mother was arrested for 
outstanding warrants as well as endangering the welfare of the children. 

Thanks to the concern of the citizen, and the accessibility of the Englewood Substation, 
we were able to assist these children and possibly avoid a tragic situation.
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Neighborhood Watch Success Story! 

Neighborhood Watch In Action 
We received a call from a neighborhood watch member regarding a problem house in 

their neighborhood.  They advised of possible drug activity and code violations at a house 
across the street.  They also  had knowledge of the “nuisance house” ordinance, from past 
meetings with neighborhood watch, believed this house would possibly qualify for such 
enforcement.  After checking the address in our computer system, noting the calls for service 
and the individuals living there, we agreed the residence was in need of some “special” 
attention. 

We began targeting the house for enforcement and ultimately arrested the resident, for 
active warrants, as well as another subject who was staying at the residence, for felony 
warrants and a firearms violation.  The residence was shut down and posted unsafe to occupy 
by the city’s Code Enforcement unit for numerous safety violations. 

We then focused our efforts towards the rental property owner.  We contacted Officer 
Gary Starks, the officer in charge of north side nuisance properties, and assisted him in further 
enforcement at this property.  Officer Starks then contacted the property owner and advised 
them of the activity at the rental property.  They were cooperative and started the eviction 
process immediately to have the resident removed for good. 

This process was a success due to the assistance of the N.W. members and their 
knowledge of the workings of the department.  That knowledge was gained through N.W. 
meetings and training passed on through our newsletters and monthly meetings. 

Keep up the great work!!  You all make our jobs much easier!! 

Change in Captains’ meeting dates… 
Please make note that the meetings have been moved to the first Thursday of every 

month, starting in September.  We really appreciate your understanding in this, as it will help 
the two of us with an already busy Tuesday schedule.
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Return Service Requested 

Email us  your articles 

jsyme@indepmo.org 

X X 

“Keeping President Harry S. Truman’s Hometown Safe” 

10920 E. Winner Rd 
Independence, MO 64052 

INDEPENDENCE 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

Fax: 816-325-7647 
Officer Syme - Phone: 816-325-7643 
E-Mail: jsyme@indepmo.org 
Officer Pope - Phone: 816-325-7645 
E-Mail: bpope@indepmo.org 
www.indepmo.org/neighborhoodwatch 

www.facebook.com/icrimeprevention 

If you’d like to obtain a copy of the 2013 Neighborhood 
Watch Guidebook, please call our office so we can send 

you a copy.  Or you can type the web address below in your 
internet browser to view and/or download a copy: 

www.indepmo.org/userdocs/neighborhoodwatch/2013NWGB.pdf 

Don’t forget to REGISTER your watch group with our unit. 

Important Telephone Numbers 
Emergency:  911 
NonEmergency/Information:  3257300 

Drug Activity Hotline:  3256272 (NARC) 
Traffic Safety:  3257290 

Neighborhood Watch:  3257643 
Crime Prevention Officer:  3257643 
Public Information Officer:  3257258 

Hawthorne Place 
Apartments Officers:  2577824 

Independence Center 
Officers:  3257876 

Police K9 Unit:  3257872


