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Q: Why do fire    

     houses have    

     spiral 

     staircases? 

 

 

 

A: When there 

were horse drawn fire 

engines, the horses 

learned to walk up stair 

cases so they had to make 

them spiral to keep the 

horses on the first floor. 

 

Q: What do all those bugles  

       on a Chief’s collar mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

A: In the early days of fire  

        fighting before portable 

        radios were available, 

        fire officers were still 

        required to give orders. 

       In order to be heard,  

       they spoke through mega- 

       phone cones that were 

        called bugles.  Those 

       bugles were ornately 

        decorated to reflect the 

       character of the company. 

       Today, the officers are 

       ornately decorated.  An 

       officer’s rank is rep-           

       resented by the number of 

       bugles on his/her insignia. 

       Two parallel bugles: fire 

       officers, two crossed                     

       bugles: chief officers, the 

        more bugles, the higher  

        the rank. 

March 2007 
Page 5 

The office of Emergency Prepared-
ness, the Independence Citizen 
Corp, and the Radio Amateur Civil 
Emergency Service (R.A.C.E.S.) 
Group, in conjunction with the   
National Weather Service Office in 
Pleasant Hill offered Severe Storm 
and Spotter Training.   
 
This was held on March 10, 2007, at 
the Blue River Community College 
and offered information on how to 
receive critical severe weather infor-
mation, methods of identifying se-
vere thunderstorms and tornadoes 
and focused on threats of severe 
thunderstorms.  Spotters are trained 
to report hail occurrences when hail-
stones have a diameter of 1/2 inch 
as well as wind gusts when their 
speed reaches 50 mph (signs of 
which are whole trees in motion, 
twigs breaking off of trees and the 
wind impeding walking). 
 
There were over 140  
people in atten-
dance.  The keynote 
speaker was from 
the National 
Weather Service. 

RETIREMENTS 

FF Alan McEldery 
November 1981 

FEO Mark Clement 
August 1977 
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Did You Know… 
Preparing for Severe Weather 

Did you remember to check the 

batteries in your smoke alarms?   

On March 2, 2007, Firefighter/

HazMat Tech Shon Pernice opens 

a suspicious package received at 

the Courthouse by the Jackson 

County judge (shown).  Sheriff 

Tom Phillips, FBI Agent Todd 

Henson and other responders 

observed. 

HazMat Incident 

The Mid America Regional Council along with 
the Independence Fire Department conducted a 
Regional Resource Meeting  on March 16, 2007 
at the Business & Technology Center in Kansas 
City, Missouri.  The purpose of this meeting 
was to get “first responders” including public 
officials, emergency managers, incident com-
manders, fire service, law enforcement, public 
health, communications centers, hospitals, tacti-
cal teams, bomb squads and others, together to 
learn how to access plan resources, as well as to 
share emergency plans on a regional basis in 
preparation for any potential future disasters.  
There were overviews presented of the Missouri 
Regionalization and Homeland Security Re-
sponse system, Civil Support Team, Metropoli-
tan Emergency Information System, WebEOC, 
LEPC Hazardous Materials Operations Plan, 
Marcer Mass Casualty and Fatality Plans, 
Emergency Medical System and Metropolitan 
Medical Response Plan.  The afternoon offered 
“break out sessions.”  Also included were  
exhibits of MazMat Units, Mobile Command 
Posts, Bomb Squads, Tactical Teams, Public 
Health  
Trailers, 
Mass  
Decon Units 
and many 
more. 

Regional Resource  

Meeting 

Dates in history to remember…. 
 

 
February 1, 1951—Three firemen injured by chimney collapse. 
February 6, 1843—Original Independence Fire Company Incorporated. 
February 9, 1906—Mercer Building $70,000 fire 
February 11, 1915—Music Hall $100,000 fire 
February 12, 1954—Kirtley house fire   Aerial credited with save. 
February 16, 1906—Clinton block $480,000 fire 
February 18, 1953—Parakeet named Bright Eyes rescued for 7 year old   girl 
February 22, 1918—Christian Church destroyed by fire 
February 27, 1899—Fire wagon overturns injuring fireman 
February 28, 1939—Junior High School $100,000 fire 
 

Information provided by the Independence 76ers  

Lee’s Summit Regional 
Multi-Jurisdictional   
Functional Exercise 

On March 21 and 22, 2007, the 
Independence Fire Department 
joined with others for a regional 
exercise centered around possible 
weapons of mass destruction 
incidents at fictitious chemical 
facilities.  This was conducted at 
the Summit Ridge Academy be-
longing to the Lee’s Summit 
School District. 
 
Several hazmat targets at this 
property included ruptured 55 
gallon drums, compressed gas 
cylinders and a large tanker truck 
vehicle and lab set up. 
 
All of the regional HazMat Re-
sponse Teams participated in  
this in addition to state and fed-
eral assets including the 7th  
Civil Support Team from Ft.  
Leonard Wood, Missouri, De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, the FBI, and others. 
 
Action included mitigation of 
problems with all targets.  Valu-
able training and experience was 
obtained by all those participat-
ing and during the after action 
meeting, shortcomings in equip-
ment and training were identified 
as well as the successes identified 
during the exercises. 
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ANNUAL CITY EXPO 

The annual City Expo was held on March 8, 
2007, at the Hilton.  As usual, Independence 
Fire participated  by setting up a booth to give 
the public a chance to see some of the things 
that the department is involved in.  There was a 
display board with information on the Preven-
tion Department, as well as Emergency Prepar-
edness and Fire Services.  We had our “fire 
mannequin” set up wearing full turn out gear.  
Fire Safety information and handouts were dis-
tributed and several useful contacts occurred.  
An estimated 200 people came by the booth 
during the event and were greeted by members 
of Fire Prevention, Emergency Preparedness, as 
well as the Fire Chief.  

Recently, Captain Steve Bailey was 
promoted to Asst. Fire Chief in charge 
of Training.   
 
Apparently, Chief Bailey served on the 
Belton Fire Department as a volunteer 
from 1971 to 1978 where he reached the 
rank of Captain. 
 
He also served in the United States Air 
Force, Strategic Air Command as a 
crash/rescue firefighter from 1972 
through 1974, reaching the position of 
Crew Chief (Captain). He remained in 
the Air Force Reserve as Asst. Chief 
until 1978. 
 
Following discharge from the Air   
Force in 1974, he worked at the       
Bendix Corporation as a Fire Protec-
tion Specialist until joining  the        
Independence Fire Department in     
June of 1976.  He was promoted to  
FEO in 1981 and then to Captain in 
1992. 
 
Steve says that he is anxious to work on 
bringing training up to ISO standards by 
providing useful and relevant training to 
the department.  In doing so, he would 
like to provide more training opportuni-
ties to further officer development. 
 
He is looking forward to working with 
the management team here and putting 
his years of experience to work towards 
building a better department.   
 
 Congratulations Steve! 

New Assistant Chief        
In Training Department 

Pictured right:    
Chief Sandra Schiess 
and Fire Admin. 
Angie Robbins 

Standing:  Bailey 4th from the left 
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On March 12, 13, and 14, fire suppression crews 
of the Independence Fire Department got their 
first, up close and personal, look at the new  
Centerpoint Hospital. The two hour whirlwind 
tour covered only the bare minimum of systems  
of concern to the fire crews. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I led the intrepid firefighters down a seemingly 
endless series of corridors, stairwells, hallways, 
elevators and rooftops, from the lower level Fire 
Communications room to the roof of the eighth 
floor elevator penthouse. Not everyone was hope-
lessly lost; some had a glimmer of hope of making 
it back to the more familiar confines of their own 
fire stations.  
 
The highlight of the tour, both literally and figura-
tively, was the seventh floor roof which has a very 
impressive panoramic view of the surrounding 
countryside.  A few of the more fit or more brave 
climbed the exterior ladder to access the even 
higher (by about 30 feet) view from the roof of the 
elevator penthouse. Only a bird, or a plane, or 
superman, could have a better view. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

CENTERPOINT TOUR 
Submitted by Randy Hazelrigg 

Left:  Asst. Chief 
Steve Bailey and 
Inspector Randy  
Hazelrigg  

Most of the crews stated that they wouldn’t re-
member a fraction of what they had seen. It 
could be likened to trying to take a sip of water 
from an open fire hydrant.  It was a major infor-
mation overload to say the least. Preplanning, 
charts, maps and other information will have to 
be developed to aid us in adequately protecting 
this structure and those who will be inside it. 

Right:  Acting     
Chief Inspector  
Cindy Culp-Nance 

Thanks to Pumper 1 personnel who 
responded to a call at  the home of Judy 
Peck, a citizen who is wheelchair 
bound and is very afraid of fires.  She 
said that the response was quick and 
very professional and she wished to 
thank them. 

Thanks from a Grateful Citizen  

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Fire 
Station 4 will be held on April 3, 2007, at 
9:00 a.m., on the northwest corner of 23rd St. 
and Liberty.   

Getting Ready to Begin on Station 4 



 

.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The class  was a one day course offering 
classroom training during the first part of 
the day with the practical in the afternoon 
on ice at either Winter Stone or Blue 
River Community College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The overall cost of training and supplies 
for this course was approximately $4,000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is also interesting to note that prior to 
the class being offered, one suit was used 
in actually recovering a body from the ice 

at Mt. Washington Cemetery. 
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The Independence Fire Department iden-
tified the potential need for ice rescue so 
in January, Captain Tom Collins went to 
Ft. Collins, Colorado after researching the 
available training, and attended a 3-day 
“train the trainer” class, through Dive 
Rescue. 
 

After completion of the class, some basic 
equipment was ordered (four ice rescue 
suits, water rescue ropes, and two ice 
rescue sleds).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of February, a class was of-
fered for fire fighters and response was 
great.  We now have 36 personnel who 
are certified as Ice Rescue Specialists 
through Dive Rescue.   
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Aaron was a FF for seven years for 
the Prairie Township Fire District.  In 
his down time, he enjoys doing things 
with his three daughters. 

Prior to coming here, Travis was a FF/
Paramedic with CJCFPD for five years.  
He also spent two years at MAST    
Ambulance.  He likes to spend time at 
the Lake of the Ozarks and it has al-
ways been his childhood dream to be an 
Independence FF.  He grew up next to 
Station 2 and used to go down its pole 

for fun as a child. 

Jeff was previously with the Liberty 
Fire Department for five years.  He is 
married and enjoys hunting, fishing, 
golfing and training his yellow Lab. 

 Getting To Know   

You...New Recruits 

Buddy is a husband and father of four 
who spent the last seven years as a 
FF/Paramedic, most recently in Pecu-
liar.  He has a business degree, enjoys 
motorcycles and would like to open 
his own motorcycle shop. 

Aaron was formerly with the Smith-
ville Fire Protection District for two 
years.  He is to be married on Octo-
ber 13 of this year, likes to work out 
in his spare time and has lived in 
Independence his entire life. 

Buddy Montgomery 

Travis Wrisinger Aaron Wilson 

Aaron Rock 

Jeff Weimhold 

ICE RESCUE  

TRAINING 

PROMOTIONSPROMOTIONSPROMOTIONSPROMOTIONS    

Asst. Chief Steve Bailey 
Fire Training 

Michael Cangelosi 
Captain 

Mikeal Sullivan  
Fire Equipment Operator 

John Zaver  
Fire Equipment Operator 

INDEPENDENCE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Friday, March 23, the City of Independence, 
Office of Emergency Preparedness and volun-
teers from the Independence Citizen Corp. 
(C.E.R.T. and R.A.C.E.S.) participated in the 
7th Annual Safety City hosted by the Metro-
politan Emergency Managers Committee 
(MEMC).  The City of Independence, Office    
of Emergency Preparedness has been in-
volved since its infancy.  We had more volun-
teers work the booth than any other organiza-
tion participating in the show.   Once again, 
our volunteers stepped up to hand out vital 
preparedness information and demonstrated 
their specialized skills to thousands of Home 
Show patrons.  This year, in place of the 
Safety City News, volunteers handed out a 
free publication called The Guide to Emer-
gency Preparedness to visitors of the booth.   
This effort resulted in approximately 12,000 
booklets and thousands of the other safety 
literature given to the public, many of which 
live in Independence and other metropolitan 
areas. 

Emergency Preparedness and Emergency Preparedness and Emergency Preparedness and Emergency Preparedness and 

Citizen Corps at Home ShowCitizen Corps at Home ShowCitizen Corps at Home ShowCitizen Corps at Home Show    


