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There is now a National Fire Fighter Near
Reporting System which all fire fighters are en-
couraged to use to report anything that could 
have or did result in an injury or fatality.  These 
incidents are completely confidential and are 
used to make improvements in command, op-
erations and training.  It is designed to interrupt 
the error chain that leads to disasters by elevat-
ing a fire fighter’s situational awareness and 
knowledge base.  Already other stations have 
had their skepticism changed to enthusiasm 
and a concentrated effort to help reduce fire 
fighter fatalities. Reports can be filed on
www.firefighternearmiss.com.  There is also a 
paper version that can be filled out. For more 
information, e-mail 
703/273-9815, ext. 364.  What you may have 
experienced or seen could save another fire 
fighter’s life. 

On October 19, 2005, Mark Widner, 
Emergency Preparedness Manager, 
left on deployment to Kiln, MS.  
The state of Missouri requested that 
Mark  join D.C. Rogers from Clay 
County, to assist in restoring  
communications. 
 
Katrina completely destroyed every-
thing from the coast to Kiln, which 
is located nine miles inland.   
Seventy-eight percent of the city, 
population of about 2,000, was  
destroyed leaving the rest 98%  
condemned.  Surviving the hurri-
cane was a concrete school structure 
where Mark and the county wide 
emergency operation center will be 
located. 
 
One of the things Mark will be help-
ing to accomplish is to make an 800 
MHZ communication system opera-
tional. 
 
Mark was told by Rogers that the 
only thing there was an abundance 
of at the location was food which 
was trucked in.  He will be sleeping 
in a sleeping bag at the operations 
center.  He was told to bring a coat, 
and to be sure the clothing he brings 
can be disposed of. 
 
As with everything Mark is  
involved with, we know his  
contribution will be a major one. 

MARK WIDNER  
HELPING TO SET UP  

COMMUNICATIONS IN 
MISSISSIPPI 

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR 
CARBON MONOXIDE 

 
 According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, 480 people die and another 15,200 
people go to emergency rooms because of 
carbon monoxide poisoning.  You can be 
killed from CO before even knowing it’s in 
your home because you can’t see it and it’s 
odorless.  Lower level systems include 
headache, dizziness, disorientation, nausea 
and fatigue.  This can vary greatly depend-
ing upon age, overall health and the concen-
tration and length of exposure. 
 
 Everyone is at risk especially unborn ba-
bies, infants and children, senior citizens 
and those with heart or lung problems.  If 
you feel you or your family member is ill 
from CO, 1) leave the residence, 2) deter-
mine how many are ill and what the symp-
toms are, 3) call 911 and when relaying 
information to the dispatcher, include the 
number of people who are ill, 4) do not re-
enter the home without approval from the 
fire department, and 5) call a qualified pro-
fessional to repair the source of the CO 
(possible sources are: gas-fired appliances, 
charcoal grills, wood-burning furnace or 
fireplaces and motor vehicles). 
 
 To protect yourself and your family from 
CO poisoning: 
• Install at least one (1) UL 
(Underwriters Laboratories) listed carbon 
monoxide alarm with an audible warning 
signal near the sleeping areas and outside 
individual bedrooms.  These are designed to 
sound an alarm before an average, healthy 
adult would experience symptoms.   
• Have a qualified professional check all 
fuel burning appliances, furnaces venting 
and chimney systems at least once a year.   
• Never use your range or oven to heat 
your home and never use a charcoal or hiba-
chi grill in your home or garage. 
• Never keep a car running in the 
garage, even if the garage doors are 
open. 
• When purchasing an existing 
home, have a qualified technician 
evaluate the heating and cooking sys-
tems, as well as the sealed spaces be-
tween the garage and house. 

You Might Be In A Redneck  
 Fire Department if…. 

 

...you don’t own a Dalmatian but you do have a 

...you’ve ever been toned out an outhouse fire.  

...your rescue truck can smoke the tires. 

SPARKY 
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Station 7 is coming along great guns!  There was 
95% of the curbing poured, the sprinkler contrac-
tor got most of the pipe hung and the water tap 
was made by the Water Department.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The masons have been  bricking on the front side 

The interior walls and utilities are coming along 
and the electricians, plumbers, and mechanical 
contractors installed the wall rough-ins.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In spite of the rain we received, things are moving quickly!  
Most of the North driveway was poured as well as most of the 
brick veneer is being installed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The metal fascia and gutter on the back side is also  
completed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PROGRESS ON STATION 7 

RECOVERING THE 1928 AMERICAN LA 
FRANCE 

 
 In the year 1928, the citizens of Independence ap-
proved a bond that allowed the Independence Fire 
Department to raze the old wooden fire headquar-
ters and build a modern brick one in its place.  It 
allowed other things as well including purchasing 
two 1928 American LaFrance pumping engines at 
the cost of $23,939.00.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These engines were equipped with 750 gallon per 
minute pumps and 80 gallon booster tanks.  These 
pumps meant that fire fighters had the capability, 
for the first time in almost half a century, to control 
their water pressure when fighting fires.  Since the 
arrival of water lines and fire hydrants in the 1880s, 
the firemen had no choice but to connect their  
attack lines directly to the hydrants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
This, of course, limited them to only the water 
pressure contained in the system, which was often 
inadequate.  With the 80 gallon booster tanks, they 
were allowed to stop small fires from becoming 
large ones. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This pair of 1928 engines served until 1953, when they 
were traded for a new Seagrave engine.  They seemed 
to be lost until September 1993, when a past member of 
the IFD stopped in at a firehouse to reminisce about the 
old days. 
 
 Burt Dawson had served for a few years in the late 40s 
and early 50s.  He moved to Texas and built a chiro-
practic practice in a small town south of Houston.  
Around 1980, he was watching a parade and was 
amazed to hear a familiar sound and then see the same 
fire engine he had once driven in Independence pass by 
in front of him. 
 
When hearing this story, one of the firemen put Burt in 
touch with the Independence 76 Fire Company histori-
cal society.  This series of chance events has now led to 
the homecoming of the old fire engine.  It was trium-
phantly returned on June 6, 1994, and the historical 
society hopes that someday soon it will become the 
centerpiece of the Independence 76 Fire Company’s 
Museum, hopefully to be located in the 1928,  No. 1 
Firehouse 
Square. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the 76ers Historical Society for the 
information and pictures obtained for this article.

SOME HISTORY OF THE INDEPENDENCE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Thanks to Ray Gurley for pictures and updates. 



Demonstrations of the effects of smoke were 
given in the Hazard House. 

And who wouldn’t be proud of this truck! 
 
 

        (Fire fighters showing off their truck.) 

On Saturday, October 29, the 2005 City Expo kicked 
off the “holiday season” with a lot of fun and informa-
tion offered by all departments of the city. 

I was excited to be a  part of it this year and was able  
to watch as many parents brought their children to see  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

all of the displays and to, of course, gather goodies. 
The IFD was represented in several ways.  

Chief  Schiess came and talked with young and old.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our fire fighters, along with Inspector Culp-Nance,  
were great with the children as they showed them the 

The Haz Mat truck was also opened up for all to 
see.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Wade’s  Explorer in helping to set up a Fire 
Safety display stops to give information and treats 
to an early visitor. 
 
 

 
Andrew Warlen, Code Compliance Manager, and 
his son “T-Rex” were checking out the Hazard 

             by Georgie Waldrop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All ages love to see a parade and especially fire 
fighters in their trucks!
 
The 76ers, made up of fire fighters, including 
those retired,  and regular citizens,  proudly dis-
play  some of their prized possessions in the 
parade. 

We’re proud of those who represent the 
Independence Fire Department and we know 
that there are many “up
ers that want to be like their heroes.
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Captain Mark Watkins and FF Jimmie Sharpie 
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USE EXTREME CARE IF YOU DEEP FRY YOUR  
TURKEY THIS YEAR 

The latest trend in preparing a Turkey is Deep Frying. However, if you don't take precautions, you may end up with an injury or 
fire. Deep Fryers can be dangerous because:  

 Many units easily tip over, spilling the five gallons of hot oil within the cooking pot.  
 If the cooking pot is overfilled with oil, the oil may spill out of the unit when the turkey is placed into the cooking pot. Oil         

may hit the burner/flames causing a fire to engulf the entire unit.  
 Partially frozen turkeys placed into the fryer can cause a spillover effect. This too, may result in an extensive fire.  
 With no thermostat controls, the units also have the potential to overheat the oil to the point of combustion.                                                                               
 The sides of the cooking pot, lid and pot handles get dangerously hot, posing severe burn hazards.  

The Fire Prevention Bureau wants you and your family to have a safe and happy Thanksgiving.  Just follow these simple cooking 

 Turkey fryers should always be used outdoors a safe distance from buildings and any other material that can burn.  
 Never use turkey fryers on wooden decks or in garages.  
 Make sure the fryers are used on a flat surface to reduce accidental tipping.  
 Never leave the fryer unattended. Most units do not have thermostat controls. If you don't watch the fryer carefully, the oil 

will continue to heat until it catches fire.  
 Never let children or pets near the fryer when in use. Even after use, never allow children or pets near the turkey fryer. The 

oil inside the cooking pot can remain dangerously hot, hours after use.  
 To avoid oil spillover, do not overfill the fryer.  

insulated potholders or oven mitts when touching pot or lid handles. If possible, wear safety goggles to protect 
 

 Make sure the turkey is completely thawed and be careful with marinades. Oil and water don't mix, and water causes oil to 
spill over, causing a fire or even an explosion hazard.  

 The National Turkey Federation recommends refrigerator thawing and to allow approximately 24 hours for every five 
pounds of bird thawed in the refrigerator.  

purpose fire extinguisher nearby. Never use water to extinguish a grease fire. Remember to use your best     
judgment when attempting to fight a fire. If the fire is manageable, use an all-purpose fire extinguisher. If the fire in-

1-1 for help.                                                                                  
 Even after use, never allow children or pets near the turkey fryer. The oil inside the cooking pots remains dangerously hot, 

NO  
DEEP 

FRYING 

Team Kurtz/Willet  worked with the other vol-
unteers in Dallas for four days.  Capt. Kurtz’ 
job was outreach.  They visited hotels, motels, 
schools, hospitals, local EOCs, churches and 
homes trying to find those who were displaced. 
 
 After that time, they were sent to Mesquite, 
TX and,  utilizing Fire ICS attached to FEMA, 
they were able to make more positive, personal 
contacts in less time than FEMA has ever had 
accomplished for them.  Within ½ day of being 
there, they were ready to begin their assign-
ments and were able to locate all of the resi-
dents from the city within three days.  This is a 
city of approximately 160,000 people all ac-
counted for in three days.  Community relations 
were good, Kurtz claimed to only have a shot-
gun pointed at him once but that situation was 
quickly defused.  Captain Kurtz credits their 
ability to deal quickly and effectively with peo-
ple who have lost everything to the fact that 
they, as fire fighters, do this regularly on their 
jobs.  They understand because they see similar 
losses every day.  As a matter of fact, he was 
able to share with a group there that he had 
been displaced at 13, being rescued by an Army 
Duck at 3:00 a.m. after a flood.  They had lost 
everything and it took them six months to re-
build.   
 
The team  would meet with around 30 people in 
a meeting room, inform the people of what they 
needed to do and receive questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They were sent to Ft. Worth and to Arlington to 
do the same things.  As a matter of fact, 20 men 
found 360,000 people in Arlington in only five 
days. 
 
Their team was in Beaumont the day after the 
storm and found all the people who had not 
evacuated.  They were the first ones in and the 
first thing they did  was primary damage 

assessment, covering 20 sq. miles, block by 
block,  to see what kind of help would be 
needed.  The second day was spent contact-
ing people one-on
to get help and to find out what their needs 
were.  Kurtz spent his nights after this type of 
day, in a tent using a sleeping bag, the tem-
peratures around 100 degrees.  He enjoyed 
and appreciated being able to work not only 
with FEMA but with the National Guard and 
the Forrest Service  as well.
 
 
 
 
 
 
I find it  interesting that any time there is a 
disaster of this magnitude; there are false 
rumors as well.  According to Kurtz, the Su-
perdome was filled with food and water by 
FEMA before the storm ever hit land.  They 
witnessed buses leaving with only 2
on them because citizens wouldn’t leave for 
fear of their homes being vandalized.
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kurtz ended his conversation by telling that 
his experience there was a very positive one 
and he wouldn’t hesitate to go back again.
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The Student Council of  Truman High School 
would like to thank the Independence Fire De-
partment for their help with the high school’s bon 
fire.  “Without your support and supervision, we 
would not have been allowed to put on such an 
awesome activity.  Please let Station #2C crew 
know how much they are appreciated.”.


