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Department News 

 
 

Health Department 
 Kitten Rescued:  Animals Services Officers were dispatched to rescue a kitten that had fallen 

into an underground pipe after a citizen walking by the pipe heard its distressed cries.  Officers 
found the kitten wedged in the pipe approximately 3½ feet below ground and were able to gently 
remove it from the drain.  Aside from being scared and a little dehydrated, she seemed to be 
healthy. She was transported to the shelter where she is doing well and will soon be available for 
adoption. 

 
 The Mile Starts Here Walking Program: The Mile Starts Here continues with a walk at 9 a.m. 

on Wednesday, September 6, at Waterfall Park, 4501 S. Bass Pro Drive. 
 

 Staff Attends Health Fair: The Independence Health Department had a booth at the Natural 
Grocer’s Health Fair August 17. More than 1,500 people attended the fair. Staff distributed 
information on the walking programs, Farmers’ Market and flu shots.  

 
 Grant Workshop Attended: Three staff members attended a Grants 101 workshop at the 

Kauffman Foundation on August 22. Information shared included how to write grants, where to 
find grants, and panel discussion from local foundations in the area. 

 

 Vaccines for Children (VFC) Site Visit Completed:  The VFC program site visit is held to 
ensure the Health Department’s policies and practices are current and meet CDC requirements. All 
requirements were found to be fully met and exceeded.  This is the Health Department’s third 
year as a VFC provider, and we received praise for billing practices, storage and handling, and off-
site clinic operations. This successful audit will allow the Health Department to continue to provide 
children with improved access to age-appropriate vaccinations and assist in reducing the risk of 
communicable disease within this population. 

 
Human Resources 
 Heritage Festival Planning: Staff from Human Resources is assisting in planning the upcoming 

Heritage Festival sponsored by the Human Relations Commission.  The festival will take place 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, September 30 in Hill Park. There will be cultural foods and 
performances, along with a skateboard competition beginning at noon.  Additional information is 
available on the City’s website. 
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Power & Light 
 IPL Hosts NERC Regional Entity Informational Calls.  The Southwest Power Pool (SPP) 

recently notified member entities that the Regional Entity function (responsible for Audits and 
Enforcement) will cease to exist at SPP by year end 2018.  All SPP entities may request placement 
at one of the remaining seven Regional Entities. The IPL NERC Compliance Team hosted two 
phone conferences for SPP entities to discuss the factors involved in choosing and moving to a 
new Regional Entity.  Local entities KCP&L and Board of Public Utilities (BPU) participated along 
with more than thirty other entities.  IPL will stay active in these discussions with other entities to 
protect IPL interests.       

 

 Energy Market/Grid Reliability:  Recently IPL completed testing with the Southwest Power 
Pool (SPP) to provide regulation service, four combustion turbines were approved by SPP.  
Substation J 1 & 2 and Substation I 3 & 4 turbines were all tested and passed the SPP guidelines, 
making them qualified for regulation service.  This means when SPP calls for these units to be put 
online, they will be able to follow dispatch instructions without operator intervention from the 
market operator in Little Rock, AR.  Regulation service is needed to balance fluctuations between 
electricity demand and generation, which can be caused by many factors including changes in 
wind speed and solar radiation (PV generation). Regulation service is becoming increasingly more 
important as we rely more and more on electricity produced by renewal resources, which may 
produce intermittently.  Having this qualification is another source of revenue from these IPL 
units.  The units at Blue Valley and Substation H have been qualified to provide regulation service 
since the start of the Market in 2014.  SPP has scheduled this new designation for all four of these 
Combustion Turbines to begin October 1. 

 
Public Works 
 Construction Projects Updates 

The following work occurred this week: 
 
Street Improvements  
2017 Street Overlay  

Milling:  There was no milling this week. 
 

Paving:  There was no paving this week. 
 

Crews are reconstructing existing manholes on Lee’s Summit Rd. between Truman Rd. and 
23rd St.  They are also removing and replacing curb and gutter on Little Blue Parkway 
between 39th St. and I-70. 

 
Technology Services 
 New Utility Billing Project Update:  Staff from Advanced Utility Systems was onsite this week 

to install Infinity Mobile. Infinity Mobile is the software component the field service personnel will 
be using to complete connect and disconnect work orders.  Installation was completed and 
configuration workshops were conducted.  This will improve the efficiency of field services staff by 
giving them access to real-time information while they are in the field. 


