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Department News 

 
Community Development 

 Code Enforcement Officer Receives Recognition: A Code Enforcement Officer was 
selected to receive one of eight scholarships to the 2017 American Association of Code 
Enforcement (AACE) Annual Conference in Cincinnati, OH.  This was a very competitive 
process, as the selection committee received 24 applications from around country.  Each 
applicant had to submit an essay which highlighted personal and team approaches to 
community partnerships. 

 
Health Department 

 The Mile Starts Here:  The Mile Starts Here continued this week with a walk on August 23 at 
the Independence Athletic Complex, 17800 E Salisbury Road.  
 

 Back to School Fairs: On August 5 and August 9 the Health Department had a booth at both 
of the Community Service League back-to-school fairs. One was located at the CSL building 
and another at Hawthorne Place Apartments. More than 200 people were in attendance. 
 

 EMMC - Horseshoes: On August 15 the City of Independence hosted the Eastern Metro 
Municipal Challenge for horseshoes at McCoy Park. There were four different municipalities 
which participated in the event, and Independence took the gold in both the women’s and 
men’s categories. The next event will be held at the Independence Athletic Complex on 
Sunday, August 27 for flag football. 
 

 Professional Development Presentation with School Nurses: The Public Health 
Manager and her staff provided a program to all of the school nurses at the Independence 
School District’s (ISD) professional development meeting. Staff presented to more than 50 
school nurses on disease reporting and surveillance, animal bites, and school based 
immunization clinics. A checklist was provided to each school nurse to help assure their 
awareness of the steps needed for a successful clinic. Multiple questions were asked and there 
was a very positive discussion.  

 
Human Resources 

 Staff Participates in Training Opportunities:  Staff took part in a webinar offered by 
Validity Screening Solutions in regards to current trends for drug testing in the workplace.  A 
SHRM (Society of Human Resource Management) workshop was also attended, where 
information was presented on compensation and benefits.  The workshop was held by Lockton 
in Kansas City, MO. 
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Power & Light 

 July Weather Event Power Outages: During the severe weather event on July 23 there 
were up to 17,000 customers without power.  The crews worked around the clock to restore 
power to all customers with assistance from other utilities.  Multiple customers contacted IPL 
to compliment the hard work of the IPL line crews.  

 

 New Crossing Signals: Power & Light’s Communication Shop, in partnership with Public 
Works’ Traffic Engineer, has completed an upgrade of all school crossing signals for 
Independence elementary schools  and for Blue Springs and Fort Osage School District 
elementary schools within our city limits.  Two new signals will be added to the middle schools 
along Speck Road in the immediate future.  The new system replaces a pager based system 
that was no longer supported its vendors.   

  
The School Signal Beacon Monitoring system is equipped with a simple to use interface.  Techs 
can easily view and control school beacon flashers and their schedules from anywhere within 
our system.   The cellular-based system also provides automatic notification of faults, flashers 
not working, power outages, defective LED lights, and battery conditions for our solar power 
systems.  So just in time for the new school year, the team deployed the improved system 
which also supports advanced scheduling, scenarios, and overrides when requested and 
viewable from a computer interface.  Kudos to the team, who had to remove, rewire, test and 
reinstall all 55 units in a three to four-week time span.  This $92,000 upgrade was approved 
by the city council on June 19, and jointly funded by Public Works and Power & Light.   

 
 


