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Historic Sites Open April 1 for 2017 Season 
The Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 313 W. Pacific; 1859 Jail & Marshal’s Home Museum, 217 N. Main; Vaile Mansion, 1500 

N. Liberty; Chicago & Alton Depot, 318 W. Pacific; and 1827 Log Courthouse, 107 W. Kansas 
 

 
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Saturday, April 1 
Parking lot bordered by Osage, Kansas, Liberty & Walnut Streets 

South of the Independence Square 
 
All types of household hazardous wastes will be accepted: paint and related products, automotive fluids (motor oil, 
transmission fluid, antifreeze, etc.), household cleaners, solvents, automotive and household batteries, caustics (i.e., 
oven cleaner, lye), outdated medicines, fire extinguishing items, poisons, herbicides and pesticides, fuels (i.e., 
kerosene, gasoline, etc.), fluorescent light bulbs, etc.  The Police Department will have an ordnance officer on site for 
disposal of any type of guns, explosives, fireworks, or ammunition, etc.  No appliances, tires, asbestos, yard waste or 
trash, electronics, commercial/institutional wastes or pressurized cylinders accepted. Residency will be verified. 

 

 
 

Department News 
 

Finance 
 NIGP Talent Council Workshop:  The Purchasing Manager attended the NIGP-The Institute for 

Public Procurement annual Talent Council workshop and National Leadership Development 
Symposium (LDS) in Washington D.C. last week.  The Purchasing Manager is serving a three-year 
term on the Council, which is part of the national governing body for The Institute.  The LDS was 
attended by approximately 100 members of NIGP, coming from continental United States, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and Canada.  The symposium focused on team building, ethics, collaboration, and 
building a solid relationship network with other government procurement professionals and 
suppliers. 

 
Fire Department 
 First Responder Appreciation Breakfast:  Last week two members of the Fire Department 

were presented awards for Bravery and Dedication at the Annual First Responders Breakfast.  This 
event, sponsored by The Examiner, Space Center, Stewardship Capital and The Independence 
Chamber of Commerce is a way for the community to show their appreciation for our first 
responders and recognize them for their notable actions.  Awards were presented to 
representatives of the Fire Department, Police Department and American Medical Response.   
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Health Department 
 Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) Presentation: The Jackson County PDMP 

Coordinator presented an overview of the County PDMP on March 16 to the Missouri Nurse’s 
Association.  The  presentation covered the following: 

 
 Essence of the program & why it was established at the county level 
 The notification process when a prescriber is identified 
 Regional statistics 
 The importance of this program  
 The role of the registered nurse in an office practice 

 
 Frank White, Jackson County Executive, was in attendance and provided the introduction.  The 

Jackson County PDMP Coordinator, Teesha Miller, conducted the main presentation.  Staff from 
Jackson County, the Jackson County Medical Examiner’s Office, the Jackson County Health 
Department, the Independence Health Department and the Kansas City Health Department was 
present to answer questions.  There was good discussion and the audience was excited to have 
the PDMP coming to Jackson County. 

 
 Animal Services Cages Transferred:  With the assistance of the Police, Fire, and Public Works 

Departments, the Animal Services Unit moved more than 100 animal cages out of storage at the 
old animal shelter. This move provides much needed space for equipment storage to the Police 
Department, which took over the building following the closing of the shelter.  The majority of 
cages will be transferred to the Emergency Preparedness Division of the Fire Department for use 
with their Disaster Animal Response Team. 

 

 Tobacco Free Missouri Youth Statewide Rally: Approximately 20 students from William 
Chrisman High School joined more than 170 students from across the state to participate in the 
Tobacco Free Missouri Youth Statewide Rally. The Rally was held March 15 at the Truman Building 
in Jefferson City, MO. The goal was to increase participants’ knowledge of the harmful effects of 
tobacco use, learn tobacco control strategies, and celebrate successful efforts to reduce the toll of 
tobacco in Missouri. Students from the William Chrisman ACE club have been working with Health 
Department staff to increase awareness of our current T21 policy and educate the student body 
on the harms of smoking and second-hand smoke exposure.   

 

 United Community Partners Breakfast and Charity Drive:  Cindy Friend was invited to be 
the keynote speaker at the United Community Partners Breakfast and Charity Drive sponsored by 
the Independence Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church).  The 
presentation focused on homelessness issues in Independence as well as the efforts and 
accomplishments of the Hungry and Homeless Coalition, the Mayors Challenge, the Coordinated 
Community Solutions Initiative, and the Social Services Summit.  In addition, the LDS Church 
made a significant contribution of personal hygiene products for the social service providers to 
distribute to their clients in need, as well as more than 100 Blessing Bags for distribution to the 
homeless.  These donations will allow our local social service agencies, organizations, schools and 
churches to help support many who struggle to have even the basic necessities.  
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 Cities Readiness Initiative Meeting:  The planner and epidemiologist attended the quarterly 

Cities Readiness Initiative meeting at the Kansas City Health Department. In attendance were 
other area health department and State of Missouri representatives. The meeting covered health 
department updates on their Action Plans, the creation of a regional plan template, a five-year 
exercise plan, demonstration of the WebEOC, and state guidance and trainings. 

 

 Vaccine Safety Presentation Attended: Public Health nurses attended Mid America 
Immunization Coalition’s spring quarterly meeting. The topic for this meeting was “Vaccine 
Safety.” A GlaskoSmithKline representative presented updated information regarding influenza 
trends and flu vaccine efficacy for present and past flu seasons. She also educated participants 
about updated vaccine studies and recommendations for Flulaval influenza vaccine. The 
epidemiologist from Jackson County Health Department presented an overview of mumps, vaccine 
efficacy, and disease occurrence within the state of Missouri. Both presenters provided beneficial 
education regarding disease occurrence, vaccine safety and vaccine recommendations. 

 
Power & Light 
 AWMA Environmental Technical Conference:  IPL’s Environmental Department recently 

attended the Annual Midwest Air and Waste Management Association’s (AWMA) Environmental 
Technical Conference in Overland Park, KS.  AWMA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan professional 
organization comprised of environmental professionals with a mission of enhancing knowledge 
and expertise by providing a neutral forum for information exchange, professional development, 
public education, and outreach to more than 5,000 environmental professionals in 65 countries. 
This two-day conference educates industry, consultants, and regulators about updates and 
changes regarding air, waste, and other environmental hot topics affecting Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and Iowa.  IPL’s Environmental Program Supervisor, accompanied by SCS Aquaterra, 
presented a case study on the CCR surface impoundment closure at the Blue Valley facility. 

 
 Independence Community Solar Farm.  This past week two notable events occurred.  (1) 

The first phase of the Community Solar Farm was officially sold out.  Both residential and 
commercial customers made a final push to obligate all 3,000 kW of production from the farm. 
Commercial customers committed to 2,661 kW and residential customers to 339 kW. (2) The 
Solar Farm was brought online.  Final work has been completed and the Community Solar Farm is 
now producing electricity for IPL customers. 

 


