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For the Week Ending March 17,  2017  
 

 

Department News 
 

Fire Department 
 Participation in Independence School District (ISD) Anniversary Celebration:  

Command Staff and Operations personnel with fire trucks Quint 4 and Pumper 5 attended ISD 
150th anniversary celebrations at Ott and Korte Elementary Schools.  Students at Korte enjoyed 
the opportunity to speak with the firefighters and get a close-up view of the fire trucks.  Korte 
Elementary prepared a video thanking all first responders (Police, Fire and EMTs) for keeping 
them and their community safe.  Some of Korte’s 4th and 5th grade students created paper 
character firefighters representing themselves and used these to decorate a “thank you” banner 
for the Fire Department. 

 

 Disaster Support Training Attended:  The volunteer Outreach Coordinator for the Emergency 
Preparedness (EP) Division, attended a State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) sponsored 
offering of a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Course on Donations and 
Volunteers held in Bolivar, MO.  This was extremely fortuitous because the very next week she 
was involved in volunteers and donations management as a part of EP assistance to the City of 
Oak Grove following the March 6 tornado strike. 

 

 Mutual Aid Disaster Assistance:  Following the destructive March 6 outbreak of tornados in 
western Missouri, the Emergency Preparedness Division provided mutual aid to the City of Oak 
Grove and other nearby jurisdictions.  Volunteer and paid staff responded within minutes of the 
tornado touchdown in Oak Grove, assisting with damage assessment and other support services.  
For the next five days, the same volunteer and paid staff plus additional volunteers assisted in the 
administration, management and support of numerous disaster relief functions including the 
following:  Volunteer Reception Center; badging of workers; damage assessment; mass care; 
donations management; administration; debris removal from private property; and Multi-Agency 
Resource Center (MARC).   

 

 MOSWIN Training Hosted:  On March 9 Emergency Preparedness (EP) hosted a training for 
the division’s paid and volunteer staff as well as members of the Greater Kansas City area public 
safety agencies.  The focus of the training was the correct operation and proper use of the 
Missouri Statewide Interoperable Network (MOSWIN), a statewide radio system that allows 
different public safety agencies to talk to each other across the state during emergency 
operations in real time.  The Independence Health Department and EP are collaborating in the 
use of the City’s MOSWIN radios.  The training was attended by 14 participants and was taught 
by a Missouri Department of Public Safety appointed instructor. 
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Health Department 
 New Restaurant Opening:  Permitted Establishment staff conducted the pre-opening 

inspections for McAlister’s Deli, 19130 E. 39th St. S.  The restaurant passed its inspection, received 
its Health Permit, and is scheduled to open to the public on Friday, March 17.  

 

 Staff Attends Training:  A public health investigator attended FDA training for Plan Review for 
Food Establishments. The training was a three-day course in Phoenix, AZ, and focused on 
assessing a business’s ability to meet City Code requirements for food safety by reading a set of 
plans. The course was paid for by a grant received from the Association of Food and Drug 
Officials. 

 

 Community Gardens Sign-ups Held: Health Department and Kansas City Community Gardens 
staff hosted garden sign-ups for four different locations: Fairmount Apartments, Hawthorne Place 
Apartments, Habitat Re-store and the White Oak Community Garden. More than 25 beds have 
been rented out for the 2017 season in Independence.  

 

 Eastern Metro Municipal Challenge: The second Eastern Metro Municipal Challenge (EMMC) 
event, a trivia night, took place March 3 at Grain Valley Community Center. Independence 
employees and families took first and third in this event. Independence is off to a great start in 
the EMMC challenge for this year. The next event will be Table Tennis at Truman Memorial 
Building, 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 30. 

 
 Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs: Health Department staff attended the 

Annual Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs Conference in Kansas City. The theme 
of the conference was Engagement with Intention: Inclusivity, Diversity & Non-Traditional 
Partnerships. 

 
 Shingles Vaccine Education: A Public Health Nurse visited The Palmer Center to present at the 

Lunch and Learn educational session. The presentation provided information on the Shingles 
vaccine, who should get the vaccine, Shingles disease, and risk factors for the disease.  

 
Human Resources 
 Pre-Retirement Session Held:  Human Resources staff held a pre-retirement information 

session last week in City Hall.  This valuable information was shared with nearly 20 employees 
who are preparing for the retirement process.  Any employee who is considering retirement is 
encouraged to contact Mandy Gonzalez at ext. 7391 or mgonzalez@indepmo.org  with any 
questions or concerns. 

 
Parks / Recreation / Tourism 
 Vaile Mansion Receives Arboretum Accreditation:  Parks/Recreation/Tourism staff recently 

received notification of the Vaile Mansion’s accreditation as a Level I Arboretum.  The 
accreditation program, sponsored and coordinated by The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Illinois in 
cooperation with American Public Gardens Association and Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International, is the only global initiative to officially recognize arboreta based on a set of 
professional standards.  Standards include planning, governance, public access, programming and 
tree science, planting and conservation.  To celebrate the receipt of this prestigious accreditation, 
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a ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled to be held at 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 30 at the Vaile 
Mansion, 1500 N. Liberty St. 

 
Power & Light 
 Legislative Rally Attended:  IPL staff members participated in the annual American Public 

Power Association Legislative Rally held February 27 – March 1 in Washington, DC.  IPL staff 
joined several representatives of other Missouri and regional public power systems including 
Carthage, Columbia, Hannibal, Kirkwood, Nixa, Rolla, Springfield, and Southwestern Power 
Resources Association. The Missouri Public Utility Alliance, of which IPL is a member, organized 
meetings on Capitol Hill with Senators Blunt and McCaskill and with Representatives Jason Smith, 
Vicki Hartzler, Sam Graves, Billy Long, and a staff member for Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer 
and for Representative Emanuel Cleaver. Primary topics of concern discussed with legislators was 
preservation of municipal Tax Exempt Financing and Cyber Security.  

 

 Citizens Express Appreciation After Outages: The Independence Power and Light crews 
have received praise and thank you messages for all their hard work on restoring power to 
residents of Independence and surrounding communities.  The messages have been received on 
the Facebook page and also through the private message platform.  All of the messages have 
been shared with the line crew manager and supervisors. 

 


