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Department News 
 

Fire Department 
 Storm Spotter Training Held:  The Emergency Preparedness Division conducted Storm Spotter 

Training on February 11 at the Emergency Operations Center. Eleven volunteers learned about 
weather systems and basic meteorology while gaining an understanding of Storm Spotter 
response protocols. 

 
Health Department 
ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Coyote Rehabilitated and Released: An injured coyote captured by Animal Services in a 
resident’s garage last year completed its rehabilitation at Lakeside Nature Center in January.  With 
the consent of the property owner who first discovered the animal, the coyote was released back 
into the same area where it was found. Staff would like to remind citizens of the presence of wild 
animals in our city and encourage citizens to take the necessary steps to avoid wildlife 
encounters, including keeping pets restrained, bringing pet food inside after feeding, and keeping 
doors to garages and sheds closed when not in use. 

 
DISEASE PREVENTION 

 Regional Health Educators Collaboration Meeting: Health Department staff attended the 
Regional Health Educators meeting to discuss and coordinate the upcoming National Public Health 
Week (NPHW) media campaign. NPHW takes place April 3 – 9, 2017. 

 

 Cigna Healthiest Workplace Event Attended:  Health Department staff along with members 
of the Stay Well Committee and Cigna representatives attended the Healthiest Workplace Annual 
Breakfast hosted by Cigna. More than 45 area businesses attended the event to congratulate the 
healthy worksite winners from throughout the Kansas City metro area. 

 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE AND IMMUNIZATION 

 Meningococcal Vaccine Clinic Held: The Health Department partnered with the Independence 
School District to provide on-site vaccination clinics at Truman High School and William Chrisman 
High School. Eighty-eight meningococcal vaccinations were administered to 11th grade students. 
Meningococcal vaccine is a state of Missouri vaccination requirement for 12th grade school 
enrollment. 

 
 Zika Presentation at Graceland: The epidemiologist and a public health nurse gave a 

presentation on Zika virus to a group of Graceland University student nurses and faculty who will 
be traveling to Guatemala. The presentation covered a wide range of information about Zika virus 
including transmission, symptoms, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. The students were also 
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provided information on recommended travel vaccinations from CDC for the country.  Handouts 
on insect bite prevention and travel vaccines were provided to the students. 

 
Human Resources 
 Annual Take Your Child To Work Day: Planning has begun for this year’s Take Your Child to 

Work Day.  It will take place on Thursday, April 27 and is open to children of City employees ages 
8-12.  The national theme for 2017 is “Count on Me!”  Be looking for more information in March 
on CityNet. 

 
Parks / Recreation / Tourism 
 New Homeschool Recreation Program Kicks Off:  Parks/Recreation/Tourism’s new 

Homeschool Recreation Program is off to a great start with around 45 homeschool students 
participating on the first day.  About half of the students live in the Independence area, while 
others joined in from the Kansas City, Lee’s Summit and Liberty areas.  The program meets on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, with two time slots to accommodate different age ranges.  We have 
received a lot of positive feedback from the participants’ parents, and will be looking into possibly 
adding a parent/toddler class at the same time for the parents who brought children under the 
age of 5 with them.  

 
 Christopher & Dana Reeves Quality of Life Grant: The Independence 

Parks/Recreation/Tourism Department was recently awarded a Christopher & Dana Reeves 
Quality of Life Grant in the amount of $6,669. This grant will be used to cover the cost of 
purchasing a NuStep T5xr – a top-of-the-line cross trainer that provides a low-impact, inclusive, 
total body workout.  This equipment will be available for public use soon at the Roger T. Sermon 
Community Center. 

 

 VEC Participates in Chocolate Walk: The Visitor Experience Center participated in the 
Independence Square Association’s Chocolate Walk on February 11.  Staff and volunteers handed 
out chocolate and Independence Visitor Guides to 419 visitors – our busiest Saturday on record! 

 

 Groundhogs Need Love, Too!: On February 11, 34 kids and adults came to wish a Happy 
Valentine’s Day to the backyard groundhog at George Owens Nature Park.  We found his hole in 
the lawn, read books like “I Love My Pet Dinosaur,” and sang and danced around. The kids craft 
was a groundhog with a valentine popping out of his hole.  Finally, we painted a huge heart in our 
lawn, filled it with veggies and groundhog cookies, joined hands and shouted, “Happy Valentine’s 
Day, Groundhog!” 

 
Power & Light 
 Solar Power Presentation. IPL employees attended a local Lions Club meeting to talk about 

the Community Solar Farm.  The Lions Club members were very interested in the solar farm and 
the benefits it will provide to IPL customers.  IPL employees answered multiple questions and 
handed out materials for the members to take with them.   

 


