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NOTES & NEWS 
COMMUNIQUÉ TO THE INDEPENDENCE CITY COUNCIL 
FROM CITY MANAGER, ZACHARY WALKER 

  

For the Week Ending February 10,  2017  
 

 

 
Department News 

 
 

Fire Department 
 Fire Station #5 Open House:  On February 4, the Fire Department hosted an open house to 

showcase the recent remodel of Independence Fire Station #5.  With an estimated expenditure of 
$175,000, this was the last major project funded by taxpayers through the Public Safety Sales Tax 
which began in 2002 and ran to the end of 2016.  Several members of the community stopped by 
as well as Mayor Weir, elected officials and committee members.    

 

 Great Saves on Ice Event:  On Friday evening, February 3, the Missouri Mavericks hosted  the 
2nd Annual Great Saves on Ice Event at the Silverstein Eye Centers Arena.  This recognition 
ceremony was sponsored by Centerpoint and Lee’s Summit Medical Centers. It recognized several 
members of the first responder community, including Independence firefighters, and reunited our 
local first responders with a patient they had saved from extensive and traumatic injury.  Along 
with a recognition ceremony and social gathering, the first responders were recognized on the ice 
prior to the Mavericks game.  As part of the First Responders Night, Independence firefighters 
participated in a BroomBall game against the Lee’s Summit Police during the first intermission. 
With lots of good-natured banter prior to the game, our firefighters emerged victorious with a 2-1 
final score. 

 
Health Department 
 Metropolitan Official Health Agencies of the Kansas City Area: The Independence Health 

Director was elected to serve as Co-Chair at the January 2017 meeting of the Metropolitan Official 
Health Agencies of the Kansas City Area. This organization was created to promote public health 
at the regional level by coordinating, strengthening and increasing the effectiveness of local city 
and county health agencies. Membership is made up of representatives from 11 health 
departments in the Kansas City metropolitan area, from both sides of the state line.   

 

 Stolen Dog Reunited with Owner:  While assisting the Police Department, Animal Services 
officers impounded a German Shepherd with an expired rabies tag. With no microchip and tags 
from a Kansas vet clinic, officers assumed the dog no longer belonged to the listed owner. 
However, when the officer made contact with the listed owner, it was learned the dog had been 
stolen, and the owner was elated it had been found. The dog has been taken home and reunited 
with his owner. 
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 Animal Hoarding Found at Residence: Through a coordinated effort with the Police 
Department, Community Development, and the Missouri Division of Family Services, Animal 
Services staff assisted in serving a search warrant at a long-time problem property. Upon entry 
into the residence, Animal Services Officers impounded 46 dogs and three cats. The animals were 
transferred to the Jackson County Regional Animal Shelter where they will be held until a verdict 
is made in the case. The owners of the residence were arrested for outstanding warrants, a minor 
child was relocated, and the property was deemed “dangerous” by Community Development staff. 

 

 Point in Time Homeless Count: The annual National Point in Time Homeless Count event was 
recently conducted in Independence, in collaboration with Kansas City. The intent is to assess a 
community’s response to homelessness issues. Planning meetings were held throughout several 
months. The goal was to survey as many homeless as possible during a 24-hour period of time, 
and to expand the catchment area into communities further east. A total of 44 surveys were 
conducted in Independence. Surveying was also conducted in the communities of Blue Springs, 
Oak Grove and Grain Valley. A homeless man was housed the day after he was found in an 
encampment and two young men just released from prison, determined to turn their lives around, 
were connected to services specifically for those with criminal records. In addition, a youth event 
was held in partnership with ReStart and Synergy Services at a local pizza place to interview 
homeless youth. Six who attended are now living in temporary housing.    

 

 Youth Anti-Tobacco Night with the Missouri Mavericks: Health Department staff joined 25 
high school students from William Chrisman, Truman, and Van Horn High Schools in sharing of 
their tobacco-free stories and representing Tobacco Free Missouri youth. This game was a 
celebration of the efforts of all three high schools working within their schools and the community 
to help reduce tobacco initiation among youth. The goal of the night was to bring awareness to 
reducing initiation of tobacco among youth and providing a fun activity for the youth who are 
working hard within their schools and the community to reduce initiation of tobacco. 

 

 Hepatitis A and B Vaccination Clinic Held:  Public Health Nurses held a vaccination clinic at 
the Parks Department, Maintenance Division, this week. The clinic was well attended with Parks 
Department staff being offered vaccinations for Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B. 

 

 Vaccine Education:  Public Health Nurses attended an educational program focusing on 
vaccine preventable diseases and the promotion of immunization practices. This program, “The 
Impact of Meningococcal and Influenza Disease; Reducing the Risk,” was presented by Dr. 
William Atkinson, MD, MPH, Associate Director for Immunization Education at the Immunization 
Action Coalition. The program focused on recommendations for vaccine prevention of influenza 
and meningococcal disease, disease occurrence, and immunization rates and efficacy. Public 
health nursing staff received information about current disease trends and how to promote best 
practices for immunization compliance. Staff will incorporate this knowledge into outreach clinics 
and community education efforts. 

 
Human Resources 
 Banquet Recognizes Healthiest Employer Program: Human Resources staff attended the 

Kansas City Healthiest Employer Banquet this week at the Overland Park Convention Center.  This 
event is hosted by the Kansas City Business Journal and sponsored nationally by Cigna.  It is 
attended by private and public companies to recognize outstanding health and wellness programs. 
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Power & Light 
 Independence School District Jamboree Attended:  Personnel from administration, 

accounting, engineering, support services, environmental and production participated in the 
Independence School District Jamboree.  IPL had representation at all three high schools and 
were able to share with students and parents about our jobs, our education and training, and 
what we found most interesting and challenging. Independence School District sponsored the 
event as part of the Ford Next Generation Learning Program, which is designed to bring together 
education, business and the community in an effort to better educate and prepare the students 
for the future.   

 

 State Clean Water Report.  Power & Light recently completed and submitted the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) report for the Fourth Quarter of 2016. This report 
is submitted to the Water Pollution Control Branch of the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources and covers our stormwater discharges at the Blue Valley and Missouri City Power Plants 
for the quarter.  All of our stormwater discharges were within the acceptable levels listed in our 
current NPDES Permits. 

 
Technology Services 
 January Web Statistics: 

Public website 
·        Page views:  319,829 
·        Sessions:  86,844 
·        Users:  53,829 
CityNet 
·        Page views:  155,734 
·        Visitors:  22,769 

Vimeo 
·        Plays:  556 
Twitter 
·        Followers:  4,105 
Facebook 
·        Likes:  5,102 

 
 


