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Department News 

 
Finance 
 Financial Management/Human Resources (FM/HR) Management System Update: The 

Finance Department, Human Resources, and Tech Services Department have completed Joint 
Requirement Sessions as part of the change to a new FM/HR system. Sessions were led by 
BerryDunn, the consulting firm hired by the City to develop a Request for Proposal for the new 
Enterprise Resource Planning system (ERP) otherwise known as FM/HR.  Stakeholders from all 
City departments took part in the sessions, reviewing all components of a new ERP system in 
great detail.  These components will be developed into the scope of the Request For Proposals, 
which will be issued in the first quarter of 2017. 

 
 Purchasing Card Update: The All P-card forms and manuals have been updated on CityNet. 

The forms are located under “Find A Form.”  All forms are PDF fillable forms, for the user to 
complete the form and email or upload, eliminating the need to print a paper copy. New to the 
forms section is a Quick Reference, which is a guideline for all cardholders. A new P-card Manual 
is located at Department Pages/Finance/Purchasing. 

 
Health Department 
ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Food Handling Trainings: On Wednesday, December 21, 2016, staff taught the final food 
handlers class for the calendar year.  During 2016, staff taught 2,961 individuals seeking to obtain 
a Food Handler permit, and 454 people for a Food Manager permit.  In order to educate food 
workers and promote food safety, food handler classes were offered in English, Spanish, 
Mandarin, and American Sign Language. 

 

 Rabbit Rescued From Traffic:  Animal Services Officers responded to a report of a domestic 
rabbit running in and out of traffic on Crysler and were able to stop traffic until the rabbit was 
safely off the street.  The rabbit was then captured and transported to the Regional Animal 
Shelter where it will be available for adoption if an owner is not identified. 

 
 
DISEASE PREVENTION 

 Fairmount Block Party:  Health Department staff recently participated in the Fairmount Block 
Party. Nine vendors were present to give away free winter accessories, make ornaments, and play 
games with the kids. The weather was chilly at 28 degrees, but many families participated in the 
free event. 
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 Community Gardens Meeting with Kansas City Community Gardens:  Staff met with 
Kansas City Community Gardens (KCCG) to discuss plans for the 2017 community garden season 
for growers in Independence.  The purpose of the meeting was to schedule upcoming dates for 
gardening classes and plant and seed distribution.  KCCG is a gardening organization dedicated to 
assisting home gardeners and community groups to have successful gardens through technical 
assistance and access to low-cost gardening resources. 

 
 The Mile Starts Here: Staff met with Richard and Ann McKie, community volunteers who lead 

the winter walking program, to discuss several ways to promote the walking program and to get 
people out and active. The Mile Starts Here is a walking and activity program, aimed to promote 
physical activity and wellness in the Independence community. 

 
 12345 Fit-Tastic!: In an effort to promote the 12345 Fit-Tastic! messaging to the Independence 

community, Health Department staff distributed Fit-Tastic! materials and posters to local childcare 
centers in effort to help support Fit-Tastics! Healthy lifestyle practices.  Five action messages are 
included in 12345 Fit-Tastic!, created to enable children in the community to eat better and be 
active. The messaging includes: 1 hour of physical activity, 2 hours of maximum screen time, 3 
servings of low or non-fat milk or yogurt, 4 servings of water not sugary drinks, and 5 servings of 
fruits and vegetables. The goal is to spread 12345 Fit-Tastic! messaging throughout the City of 
Independence in order to help children in the community choose healthy habits. 

 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE AND IMMUNIZATION 

 Asthma Education Classes Held: Public Health staff completed three Open Airways asthma 
education classes at Blackburn, Korte, and Mallinson Elementary Schools in the Independence 
School District in December. Open Airways is an asthma education course provided through the 
American Lung Association and is designed for students age eight to 11 years of age. This course 
provides education to students, parents, and school staff promoting awareness of asthma, 
encouraging healthy environments, and assists with management of chronic asthma and 
development of asthma exacerbation action plans. 

 

 Informational Templates and Video on Ebola Shared:  Staff met the deliverables for the 
regional Ebola/hemorrhagic fevers grant by creating communication and information templates 
and a video on highly contagious infections. These materials were shared with Cass, Clay, Jackson 
and Platte County Health Departments as well as Kansas City Health Department. The documents 
assist in providing uniform public health messages to the public.  

 
Human Resources 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration: Staff from Human Resources is featured in a video 

to be shown on the City’s website and City 7 announcing the upcoming Martin Luther King, Jr. 
celebration and John Olivarez Scholarship essay contest.  The event will take place at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, January 16, 2017 at the Truman Memorial Building.  More information can be found on 
the City’s website.  The public is invited to attend.   

 
Police Department 
 Shop With a Cop: On December 21st, IPD held its “Shop With a Cop” event at Target. They 

teamed up with The Community Services League, Chick-Fil-A and Target to make it happen. 'Mac' 
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and the 'Fillys' from the Mavericks even stopped by to lend a hand. The event helped 40 children 
and their families have a much brighter Christmas morning! 

 

 Secret Santa Assistance: Just before Christmas, IPD assisted Kansas City’s “Secret Santa” with 
handing out money to citizens throughout Independence. Motorcycle officers and other police 
staff were on scene to escort Secret Santa and even hand out money to those who might be in 
need. The event was covered in a KC Star article, which you can read here: 
www.kansascity.com/news/local/article122729324.html. 

 
Power & Light 
 Girl Scouts Receive Tour: IPL support services employees hosted a tour of the Independence 

Utilities Center building for Girl Scout troop #3458 on December 28, 2016. The Girl Scouts learned 
about the features in the IUC building which result in making it a LEED platinum building.  The 
girls were excited to learn about the energy efficient features.  The building tour allowed the Girl 
Scouts to earn a badge on their Journey badge about energy. 

 

 Power Plant Controls Training: During the week of December 5, 2016, the Production Division 
Instrument/Controls Supervisor attended the five-day General Electric “MarkViE Controls System – 
Intermediate” technical training course at the GE training headquarters in Houston, TX. The main 
focus of the course was to better familiarize users with troubleshooting techniques and 
interpretation of control system logic. The course also focused on building and modifying system 
logic and graphics. The course material and lab work was beneficial and necessary for IPL 
Production Instrument and Controls technicians to increase their knowledge of controls systems 
and keep up with technology.  

 
 Weather Information Use Demonstration: Recently a member of Power & Light’s System 

Operations staff presented how weather information is utilized by the utility at a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) meeting at their facility in North Kansas City. NOAA is a 
weather forecasting arm of the Federal government. NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge 
research and high-tech instrumentation to provide citizens, planners, emergency managers and 
other decision makers with the reliable weather information they need when they need it.   

 
Meteorologists from across the country attended the seminar, including meteorologists from as far 

away as Alaska and California. Other panel members included KC Scout, FEMA, Olathe School 
District, Children’s Mercy Hospital and KMBC-TV Channel 9.  Panel members discussed how 
weather predictions and real-time weather affected their job and employer specifically.  IPL spoke 
about the importance of weather information in forecasting electrical customer demand and 
predicting possible electrical service interruptions.  IPL’s electrical demand must be forecasted on 
an hourly basis to balance supply (generation) and electrical demand (load). Inaccuracies in 
forecast could have significant impacts both financially and in system reliability. 

 
Technology Services 
 DocView Upgraded: Recently Technology Services staff worked together in upgrading DocView 

to version 9.2.1.  This will allow DocView to run on PCs which use the Windows 10 operating 
System. DocView is the document and report storage system used on the City’s main computer 
system. The majority of the reports stored and viewed using DocView are created from the Utility 
Billing System and the Financial Management System (JDEdwards).   

http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article122729324.html

