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Helping your neighbors
Did you know that by rounding up your utility bill each month you
can make a difference in the life of your neighbors? By rounding up
your bill to the nearest dollar you can make a difference right here in
Independence! 

How it works: Utility bills are rounded up to the next highest dollar
each month. For example, if a month’s bill is $52.71, it is rounded up
to $53, with 29 cents going directly into the I-Share fund. A monthly
donation may be as little as a penny or as much as 99 cents. You
can also contribute a flat dollar amount each month.

How the money is distributed: The money from the Bill Round-up
program is added to the existing donations in the I-Share program.
Customers can contact Community Services League to apply for
this utility payment assistance program.

How do City of Independence residents sign-up to
donate: Residents can contribute to the program on a one-time or
monthly basis by asking the customer service representative to
round-up their bill to the nearest dollar or flat dollar amount.  

How is assistance from the Bill Round-up program applied for?
Customers can contact the Community Services League to apply for
utility assistance by calling 816-254-4100 or visiting their offices on
404 N. Noland Rd.

Get started today at indep.us/utilityassistance

Be ready for severe weather
Did you know warning sirens are not intended to warn
individuals indoors of severe weather? It is recommended
households have multiple alerts set-up for severe weather
including a weather radio and phone apps. This May the
Emergency Preparedness Division of the Independence Fire
Department launched a new severe weather alert text, phone
call, and email alert system. You can register to receive alerts
at indep.us/weatheralerts. It takes very little time to register
and it is one more way to help keep your family safe.

Considering a rain garden? Now
is the time
With summer here, it’s time to start thinking about flowers and
ways to help them grow using the summer rain, instead of a
hose!
 
Rain gardens are a great addition to anyone’s yard. They bring
beauty and functionality to any home. Pick a low-lying area in
your yard where the most runoff flows, but do not put your
garden where water ponds; this means that the soil is slow to
absorb and would most likely drown your flowers. Make sure
that you put your rain garden at least 10 feet away from your
house to avoid flooding in your basement or damaging your
foundation. Rain gardens have the benefit of slowing storm
water so that it can percolate into the ground.
 
There are many different types of flowers you can plant in your
rain garden. Native plants are ideal and can bring butterflies
and birds into your garden. Native plants are perennials that are
great at conserving soil and water; they do not need fertilizer to
thrive and are long lasting because they are adapted to local
weather and conditions. A few native plants that work in our
region include Cardinal Flower, Purple Cornflower, Black-eyed
Susan and Prairie Blazing Star.
 
For more information on rain gardens please visit
www.rainkc.com. You may also contact Municipal Services at
325-7711 to get a free brochure on how to make a rain garden.

Be safe this 4th of July
Possession, storage, handling, and use of class 1.4G fireworks
shall be permitted in Independence from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
July 3 and 5 and 10 a.m. to midnight July 4. Those under the
age of 16 years, unless under the supervision of a parent or
guardian, may not possess or discharge Class 1.4G fireworks
within the City. 
It is unlawful to possess, store, handle, or use the following
fireworks within the City:

Sparkler bombs
Sky Lanterns
Altered or combined fireworks  

Learn more at indep.us/fireworksafety

June Events
Farmers Market,
Saturdays, 8AM-1PM,
Wednesdays, 8AM-1PM

The Market will operate
Wednesdays and Saturdays
between 8am and 1pm from
June through October. Each
market will have a
combination of farmers and
crafters with a wide variety
of goods. Find the vendor
list and more on the Uptown
Market Facebook Page.

Drop-off Depot, Sat., June
12, 8 AM-3PM

The June Drop-off Depot will
take place on Sat., June 12,
from 8AM-3PM at 875 Vista
Ave. Masks are required.
Find the full list of what is
accepted and costs at
indep.us/dropoffdepot

Community Clean-up
Event, Sat., June 19, 9-11
AM

The Independence
Sustainability Commission
invites you to join them for the
May Community Clean-Up
Event at Rotary Park on May
15 from 9-11AM. Sign-up
at indep.us/june19cleanup

Crawdad Derby, Sat., June
19, 10A-1P

Time to race some big
crawdads. We supply
crawdads, nets for catching
local crawdads in Rock Creek,
2201 S. Maywood Ave., and
bait for DIY crawdad-catching
devices. Find the Facebook
Event here.

Important
Numbers
Crime Stoppers Tips 
     474-8477 
Drop-Off Depot/Trash 
     325-7600 
Municipal Court 
     325-7230 
Police NonEmergency 
   325-7300 
Fire NonEmergency         
 325-7123 
Report Power Outage       
 325-7550 
Utilities Customer Service 
     325-7930 
Weeds, Trash 
     325-7193 

Concern to
report?
Download IndepNow in
the Google Play Store
here, bit.ly/2J7oc0w, or the
Apple App Store here,
apple.co/33zRNca. Or visit
indep.us/actioncenter to
start from your computer
today.

Find the latest
fitness classes
Looking to get fit? 
Independence
Parks|Recreation|Tourism 
has a variety of great
classes available for all
interests. Find the latest
list at indep.us/fitness

Questions? Contact mlewis@indepmo.org. 
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