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Questions? Concerns? Problems? 

Submit an Action Center Report,

indep.us/actioncenter. 

Did you know you can watch the 
City Council Meetings live? Tune 
in online at indep.us/city7live or 
Channel 7 for Comcast customers.

Independence Police Department's newly 
formed Street Crimes Unit (SCU) has hit the 
ground running in recent weeks. This eight-
person squad of  seven detectives and one 
sergeant is comprised of  police officers with 
many years of  varying experience. They are 
already making strides toward a visible and 
positive impact in this community.
On December 11, 2018, the 
sergeant and four detectives 
were the first to be activated 
and began their proactive 
investigations, targeting 
crime throughout the city. 
On January 22, 2019, the 
three remaining detectives 
joined the unit. While 
regular detectives in the 
Police department Criminal 
Investigations Unit (CIU) 
spend their time following 
up and building criminal 
cases on past-reported crime 
or cases forwarded to them 
by patrol officers, the SCU 
is a proactive detective unit, 
working to complete the cases that they 
develop on their own.
Using information obtained from various 
sources such as crime intelligence meetings, 
patrol unit activity information, and problem-
house complaints, the SCU has remained 
busy targeting various types of  crime in 
Independence. Their investigations have led 
to the execution of  15 search warrants so far. 
In just four days, the Street Crimes Unit made 
seven felony warrant arrests, 16 city-level 

Street Crime's Unit has impressive start
warrant arrests, recovered a firearm, made 
six city-level arrests and issued 11 traffic 
citations. Since it was activated, the SCU 
has developed and handled 13 recovered 
firearms cases. These weapons are either 
felon in possession of  a firearm cases, a 
weapon used in conjunction with a crime or 
stolen firearms. This only adds to the dozens 
of  felony arrests, numerous captured wanted 

suspects, undercover drug 
buys, recovered stolen vehicles 
and illegal drugs they’ve 
recovered off  the streets in 
recent weeks.
The recent major case 
involving the numerous storage 
facility burglaries has led the 
detectives to clear 31 burglary 
cases so far. This case would 
not have been solved without 
the perseverance of  our new 
SCU. They are still working on 
identifying all the recovered 
stolen property, so they can 
return it to its owners.
The SCU has also been tasked 

with monitoring the GPS bracelet system 
that the municipal court uses as a condition 
of  release on bond for select defendants 
who fit certain criteria. Another benefit to 
having a Street Crimes Unit is the amount 
of  criminal intelligence that they continue to 
gather to prevent future crimes and better 
understand criminals and their methods 
in our city. We look forward to the future 
successes of  this new unit and will share 
them with the public.

The City of  Independence is creating a 
Historic Preservation Master Plan as an 
update to the previous preservation chapter 
of  the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The new 
plan is intended to outline the community’s 
long-range vision for historic preservation 
by identifying goals and implementation 
strategies to preserve and enhance the unique 
character of  the City’s built environment. 
This plan will build upon previous planning 
efforts, including the City’s recently 
adopted Comprehensive Plan and Imagine 
Independence 2040 – A Community Vision. 
As a Certified Local Government, 
Independence is required to update its 
historic preservation plan every five years. 
In keeping with this requirement, the 
City is seeking input from the community 
throughout the plan’s development. This plan 
will serve as a guide for both City staff  and 
the public by 
outlining and 
prioritizing 
the 
community’s 
historic 
preservation 
goals for 
the next five 
and 10 years. 

Help create 
Historic 
Preservation 
Master Plan

Master Plan Continued on 
Page 3



2 Independence CityScene March  2019

Mark your calendar - April Events

Drop-off Depot
April 13

The City's Drop-Off  Depot will be open on 
April 13, weather permitting. The Drop-Off  
Depot is open the second Saturday of  each 
month March-November at 875 Vista Ave. 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information 
visit indep.us/dropoffdepot. 

Tourism Sites Reopen
April 1

The historic Bingham-Waggoner Estate, 
Chicago Alton Depot, Vaile Mansion and 
1827 Log Courthouse will reopen to the 
public on April 3. To learn more about these 
locations or arrange a tour of  the City go to 
visitindependence.com. 

Winter Farmers Market 
April 6, 9 a.m. to noon

Local farmers and crafters will have 
seasonal offerings for patrons to enjoy at 
the Independence Uptown Market, 211 W. 
Truman Rd. Learn more at facebook.com/
IndependenceUptownMarket. The Market 
will open for the regular season on May 4, 
look for more details to come. 

Mom & Son Superhero Bash
April 12, 6:30-8 p.m.

Join us at the Independence Uptown Market 
for a special evening for mother figures and 
sons. There will be games, finger foods, a 
craft and a few special guests, including the 
Black Panther. Dress in your best superhero 
attire. Pre-registration required by calling 
816-325-7843. $10 per person. This event is
geared toward boys 4-12 years old.

29th Annual Youth Art Show
April 13-14

Join us from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 13, and from noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 14 to enjoy the outstanding artwork of  
our talented Eastern Jackson County high 
school students. 
The annual “Festival of  Color” Youth 
Art Show will be at the Roger T. Sermon 
Community Center, 201 N. Dodgion. This 
event is free and open to the public. 
With up to nine schools participating, there 
will be more than 400 pieces of  art to view 
and appreciate. 
A judge will determine the winners in each 
of  nine categories, as well as Best in Show 
and Most Promising New Artist. Monetary 
awards will be given by the Citizen’s Civic and 
Cultural Committee.
Presented by the Citizen’s Civic and Cultural 
Committee and the Independence Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Department.

Harry's Hop 'n' Hunt
April 20, 10 a.m. to noon
A second annual Easter extravaganza on the 
lawn of  the Harry S. Truman Presidential 
Library & Museum, 500 W. U.S. Highway 24. 
Enjoy candy, donated by Russell Stover 
Candies, stories, music, games and activities. 
Don't miss your chance to meet the Easter 
Bunny and visit 
with other special 
guests. Then, follow 
the classic cars for 
an afternoon on 
the Independence 
Square.
This family-friendly 
event is free and 
open to the public. 

Uptown Garden Faire
April 27, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Uptown Garden Faire is a celebration 
of  plants. This is a garden market with 
exhibitors, an Arbor Day celebration with 
Smokey Bear and demonstrations on 
hypertufa, concrete leaf-making, fire pit 
building, fairy gardens and more! Raffle with 
prizes available. For vendor information, 
please call the Truman Memorial Building at 
816-325-7843. Vendor spots are $20 for an
8x8-foot space.

Live Action Oregon Trail
April 27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Will you survive the trail? Or die of  
dysentery? Test your luck at the second annual 
Live Action Oregon Trail game, hosted by 
the Jackson County Historical Society and 
National Frontier Trails Museum.

Cherry Blossom Festival
April 28, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Cherry Blossom Festival is an annual 
spring event to celebrate Japanese culture 
in the Midwest. The festival also celebrates 
the City of  Independence's long-standing 
relationship with our sister city of  
Higashimurayama, Japan. Join us on Sunday, 
April 28 at the Independence Uptown 
Market in Independence from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
for shopping, music and dance performances, 
cultural presentations, food and fun!

2019 
8th Annual 

5K 

Free 5K walk/run
Free Kids’ Dash

Saturday
April 27, 2019

8:00 a. m.

WATERFALL PARK
18001 Bass Pro Drive
Independence, MO

Packet Pick-up
*Friday, April 26: 3-7:00 p.m.

Bass Pro Shop

* A limited number of T-shirts will

be available at Packet Pick-up.

*Saturday, April 27: 7-7:45 a.m.

Waterfall Park at

Mardel Parking Lot

T-Shirt Purchase

*$10 T-shirts are available for

purchase at:

independenceparktrot.com
until April 7

Kids’ Dash
*Free kids’ 25m
dash 9:00 a.m. following completion of
5K walk/run.

*Children 10 and under may participate.

Register for the Park Trot at:  
independenceparktrot.com

*Register by April 14 to 
be chip-timed*

PARK TROT 

Independence, MO 
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PARK TROT
Independence, MO

Saturday, 
April 6 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Independence Community 

RUMMAGE 
SALE 

TRUMAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
416 w Maple Ave 

Concessions 
Available! 

Sell 
YOUR 
Stuff! 

Call 
(816) 325-7843

for more
information. 

http://indep.us/dropoffdepot
http://visitindependence.com
http://facebook.com/IndependenceUptownMarket
http://facebook.com/IndependenceUptownMarket
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection April 6
What is hazardous waste? It is waste that 
poses substantial or potential threats to public 
health or the environment. A typical home 
contains a vast array of  hazardous products 
used for cleaning, painting, beautifying and 
disinfecting. Examples of  these products are 
yard pesticides/herbicides, paint, automotive 
fluids, etc. Chemical-based household 
products from a single home may seem 
insignificant, but, when thousands of  homes 
use similar products, the combined effect 
becomes a major problem if  they are handled, 
stored or disposed of  improperly. 

The City of  Independence organizes a yearly 
mobile event available to residents to dispose 
of  their household hazardous waste. This 
year’s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
collection is scheduled for Saturday, April 6, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will be in the 
large parking lot bordered by Walnut, Liberty, 
Kansas, and Osage, one block south of  the 
Independence Square. This collection is free 
to residents. Proof  of  residency, such as a 
driver’s license or City utility bill, is required.
Products which will be accepted at the HHW 
collection are: batteries, paint and paint 

products (including aerosol cans), varnish, 
stripper, thinner/turpentine, fluorescent 
light bulbs, garden and yard products 
(herbicides, pesticides, sprays, rat poison, 
and weed killers), automotive fluids such as 
antifreeze and used motor oil, household 
cleaners (drain, toilet, oven), kerosene, 
mercury thermometers, unused or unwanted 
medicines, etc.

If  you are uncertain whether a particular 
waste will be accepted, call Water Pollution 
Control (WPC) at 325-7727.
Containers with fuel cannot be returned. 
If  requested, containers with used oil or 
antifreeze can be returned. 
The HHW collection will not accept 
electronics, appliances, trash, yard waste, 
medical waste, tires, asbestos, radioactive 
waste, pressurized gas cylinders, or 
commercial waste. 
Hazardous waste that is generated by a 
business will not be accepted even if  it is on 
the accepted list above. 
The Independence Police Department will 

be onsite with certified explosive ordnance 
officers to collect and dispose of  old or 
unwanted ammunition, explosives, firearms, 
fireworks, etc. Contact the IPD at (816) 325-
7827 for more information about this type of  
disposal.
While transporting the products to the site, 
tightly secure all container lids. Bring the 
items in original containers, if  possible. Don’t 
mix different or unknown substances. If  
containers are leaking, wrap in plastic and 
pack in a larger container/box with absorbent 
material, such as cat litter. To pack items, 
use sturdy tubs or boxes and surround them 
with newspaper. Keep chemicals away from 
children and pets while transporting.
Volunteers will help unload vehicles. No walk 
ups will be allowed. This event is generally 
very popular, so please allow time as we 
cannot predict how long lines will be. 
During the rest of  the year, residents can take 
household hazardous waste products to the 
Kansas City, MO, facility at 4707 Deramus 
Ave., (816) 513-8400. Days of  operation are 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The service is 
free to HHW Participating Communities. 
To check if  you live in a participating 
community, visit recyclespot.org/HHW/
Participating-Communities.aspx.
Other regional cities will host collection 
events later this year. For more information 
on upcoming collections, call 816-513-8401.
For more information about the City’s HHW 
Disposal Program, call WPC at (816) 325-
7727 or visit indep.us/wpc. 
For additional information on HHW disposal 
or disposal of  other items visit  
recyclespot.org.

The National Center for Health Statistics, 
part of  the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, is conducting a major study of  
the health of  persons living in the United 
States and has randomly selected Jackson 
County, 
Missouri as one 
of  its survey 
locations for 
the National 
Health and 
Nutrition 
Examination 
Survey 
(NHANES).  A 
sample of  573 people from Jackson County 
will be asked to participate in the survey, 
which will start in our area on March 14 and 
continued through May 18, 2019.  
Each year approximately 7,000 randomly-
selected residents across the United States 
have the opportunity to participate in the 

NHANES. Participation in the survey 
is confidential, voluntary and selected 
participants will receive a personal interview 
with a standardized physical examination. The 
survey results provide an objective assessment 
of  health status and help us learn about the 
health of  people in the United States.
This is a federally-funded, national effort 
with significant influence on health policy 
across the nation.  NHANES data have been 
and are essential for developing public health 
and dietary recommendations and guidelines. 
NHANES has contributed to policy, health 
programs and basic research for many 
decades. One example you may be familiar 
with are pediatric growth charts. Since 1977, 
pediatricians, nurses and parents have used 
these growth charts to track the growth of  
infants, children and adolescents in the United 
States.  
For more information on this survey, please 
visit cdc.gov/nchs/nhanes.htm.

National Center for Health Statistics Survey Master Plan Continued
The plan will also identify areas for future 
preservation planning efforts. 
What is historic preservation? How effective 
is the current preservation program? What 
are the most important historic preservation 
issues facing Independence? These are just 
some of  the questions the City would like 
to address with a new Historic Preservation 
Master Plan.
Please join us for a public meeting on 
Thursday, April 11, at the Mid-Continent 
Public Library: North Independence Branch, 
317 W. 24 Hwy., Community Rooms 1 and 2 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Stop by with your family, neighbors and 
friends to learn more about the Independence 
Historic Preservation Master Plan project and 
share your feedback to help shape the City’s 
21st century vision for historic preservation.
Learn more at indep.us/historicpreservation 
and look for updates on Facebook.

http://recyclespot.org/HHW/Participating-Communities.aspx
http://recyclespot.org/HHW/Participating-Communities.aspx
http://indep.us/wpc
http://recyclespot.org
http://cdc.gov/nchs/nhanes.htm
http://indep.us/historicpreservation
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Table tennis 
is a favorite in 
Independence, and 
as an enthusiast 
myself, I am excited 
to announce that 
anyone who is 
interested will now 
be able to compete 
every Wednesday 
night at the Truman 

Memorial Building. Through a collaboration 
with Kansas City Table Tennis (KCTT), 
we will be able to provide open play and 
programming with leagues, individual/group 
lessons and ongoing clinics. Open play is just 
$5 each week.

I play table tennis several times a week at the 
Truman Memorial Building. I am excited to 
bring this opportunity to our community and 
share the sport with a wider audience. With 
this collaboration, we are now one step closer 
to a larger tournament here in Independence, 

City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027

City Council Office (816) 325-7022
Online at indep.us/citycouncil. 

Email at citycouncil@indepmo.org. 

Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Mike Huff At-Large

City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - Mayor Pro Tem Tom Van Camp

City Council Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on Mondays

9 a.m.  on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays
1 p.m. Sundays

Learn more at indep.us/city7.  

Planning Commission Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on 2nd and 4th 

Tuesday of month
10 a.m. on Tuesday and Thursdays

1 p.m. on Saturday

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA
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er The City of  Independence has an 
automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816)325-7000 and say the 
name of  the person or the department 
you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Depot/Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  325-7300
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Stormwater Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 114
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

and I look forward to working with KCTT 
toward that goal. 
“I look forward to working with Mayor 
Pro Tem Van Camp toward a larger 
tournament and table tennis footprint here 
in Independence,” Kansas City Table Tennis 
President Joe Windham said. “Table tennis 
is played by millions of  Americans and 
continues to grow in popularity.” 
The programming and play will be each 
Wednesday from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m., unless 
otherwise posted, at the Truman Memorial 
Building, 416 W. Maple. Those interested 
can contact Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
for location questions at (816) 325-7843. 
Look for more information on professional 
programming, lessons and clinics to come. I 
also encourage you to learn more about the 
KCTT, visit kansascitytabletennis.com. 
In January, the City was recognized for 
our work on the Community for All Ages 
initiative. This table tennis program and the 
ongoing Pickle Ball League at the Palmer 
Center are both great examples of  activities 
we are working to offer our citizens but 
particularly those wishing to age gracefully. 
Every day at both the Palmer Center and 
Truman Memorial Building you can find 
active groups talking with one another, 
supporting one another through a variety of  
activities. That is just one component of  the 
Community for All Ages. 
We are proud of  the many opportunities and 
programs offered here in Independence. To 
learn more about the Community for All Ages 
visit, indep.us/communityforallages. 

Mayor Pro Tem Tom Van Camp (center) 
and KCTT President Joe Windham stand 
with fellow table tennis players at the 
Truman Memorial Building. 

http://indep.us/city7
http://indep.us/paytickets
http://www.jacksongov.org/
http://www.indepmo.org
http://kansascitytabletennis.com
http://indep.us/communityforallages

