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Questions? Concerns? Problems? 
Submit an Action Center Report,
indep.us/actioncenter. 

Look for more holiday events and 
programs in the November edition 
of CityScene and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/CityofIndependence.

Today’s home fires burn faster than ever. In a 
typical home fire, you may have as little as one 
to two minutes to escape safely from the time 
the smoke alarm sounds. Knowing how to use 
that time wisely takes planning and practice.
The Independence Fire Department is 
teaming up with the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) the official sponsor 
of  Fire Prevention Week™ for more than 
90 years. This year’s campaign is “Look. 
Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen 
anywhere™,” which works to educate the 
public about basic but essential ways to 
quickly and safely escape a home fire. 
NFPA statistics show that the number of  U.S. 

home fires has been steadily declining over 
the past few decades. However, the death rate 
per 1,000 house fires that are reported to fire 
departments was 10 percent higher in 2016 
than in 1980.
“These numbers show that while we’ve made 
significant progress in teaching people how 
to prevent fires from happening, there’s still 
much more work to do in terms of  educating 
the public about how to protect themselves in 
the event of  one,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president of  Outreach and Advocacy. 
“This is particularly critical given the increased 
speed at which today’s home fires grow and 
spread.”
Carli also notes that, although people feel 
safest in their home, it is also the place people 
are at greatest risk with four out of  five U.S. 
fire deaths occurring at home. That over-
confidence contributes to a complacency 
toward home escape planning and practice.
“As many of  us working in the fire service for 
many years know, people often make choices 
in fire situations that jeopardize their safety 
or can unfortunately even cost them their 
lives,” said Independence Fire Department 
Fire Inspector Glenda Knisely. “We as fire 
departments are working to do a better job 
of  teaching people about the potentially life-
saving difference escape planning and practice 
can make and motivating them to action. A 
simple plan, practiced every month can be the 
difference.” 
This year’s “Look. Listen. Learn.” campaign 
highlights three steps people can take to help 
quickly and safely escape a fire:

“Look. Listen. Learn.” and be fire aware

• Look for places fire could start.
• Listen for the sound of  the smoke 

alarm.
• Learn two ways out of  every room. 

While NFPA and the Independence Fire 
Department are focusing on home fires, 
these fire safety messages apply to virtually 
anywhere.
“Situational awareness is a skill people need to 
use wherever they go,” said Inspector Knisely. 
“No matter where you are, look for available 
exits. If  the alarm system sounds, take it 
seriously and exit the building immediately.”
The Independence Fire Department supports 
this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, 
“Look. Listen. Learn.”  For more information 
about Fire Prevention Week and home escape 
planning, visit www.firepreventionweek.org.
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Mark your calendar - November Events
A Few Good Men
Nov. 1, 2, 3, 9, 10 & 11
Before 
creating 
Sports Night 
and The West 
Wing, Sorkin 
launched his 
career with 
this military 
drama. 
During the 
summer of  
1986, while 
serving at 
Guantanamo 
Bay Naval 
Base, a 
young Marine is killed by fellow Marines. 
As members of  the Navy Judge Advocate 
General’s Corp begin preparing their defense, 
discrepancies arise, leading everyone to 
question what really happened that night in 
Cuba and the difference between truth and 
justice.
Tickets are $15. For showtimes 
and to purchase tickets, visit 
citytheatreofindependence.org. 

Historic Architecture Walking Tour
Nov. 10, 10 a.m.

The Heritage Commission invites the public 
to join them on the third and final walking 
tour for the year. This 
walk will be focused on 
“Historic Churches.” 
The tours are free to 
the public and will 
start at 10 a.m. leaving 
from the north side of  
the Truman Jackson 
County Courthouse. 
The walks will last about half  an hour and 
will cover less than one mile.
Look for updates and weather notes on 
the City’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
CityofIndependence.

KC Storytelling Celebration
November 8
Join us for an evening of  outrageous 
stories and folk music for the 19th 
Annual KC Storytelling Celebration at 
the Independence 
Uptown Market, 
211 W. Truman 
Road. Nationally 
renowned storyteller 
Bil Lepp will share 
his humorous and 
witty stories for 
listeners of  all ages. 
Mike and Nancee 
Micham have performed for over 30 years 
and will perform folk music mixed with 
stories from times gone by. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m.

Last Drop-Off Depot of the year
November 10, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Drop-off  Depot will be held at 875 
Vista Avenue on the second Saturday of  each 
month, March through November, weather 
permitting. For more information or any 
questions, please call (816)325-7600. 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
November 15, 7 - 9 a.m.
Mayor Eileen Weir invites the public to 
the annual Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, 
November 15 from 7 to 9 a.m. at the 
Community of  Christ Auditorium Laurel 
Club. Doors will open at 7 a.m. and the 
program will start at 7:45. More information 
to come.

Best Little Arts and Craft Show
November 16 and 17
Get started on your holiday shopping and 
support the local economy by browsing 
through four floors filled with over 110 
booths that offer a wide variety of  arts & 
crafts. The show, held at the Roger T. Sermon 
Community Center, features both local and 
regional vendors, all selling original wares. 
Show hours are: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, 
November 16 and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
November 17. There is no admission fee for 
shoppers. A food booth is offered by City 
Theatre of  Independence as a fund raiser. A 
free shuttle bus will be available for shoppers 
from the southeast corner of  Kansas and 
Lynn. For more information, call (816) 325-
7370. 

Vaile Mansion Holiday Tours 
Nov. 23 - Dec. 30 

The Vaile Mansion, 1500 N. Liberty St., will 
have their Christmas tours from November 
23 to December 30. “Victorian Christmas 
Romance” will be the theme this year. 
The hours are Mondays through Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. Adults 
$6, children $3. Each mansion room will be a 
portrait of   Christmas romance. Some of  the 
live trees on the 1881 Estate will be lighted to 
add to the romantic theme.
The Vaile “Champagne & Chandelier” event 
will be Saturday, December 1 from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. The theme is “A Dickens of  a 
Christmas.” Tickets are $15 each or $25 per 
couple.
For reservations, call (816) 325-7430.

7th Annual Ike Skelton Veterans Day 
Salute
November 11

Join us for the Honorable Ike Skelton 
Veterans Day Salute on Sunday, November 
11, co-hosted by the City of  Independence 
and the Truman Library Institute. The event 
kicks off  with a patriotic ceremony at noon 
and other family activities throughout the day.  
Veteran resources will be available and at 2 
p.m. hear from descendants of  the men who 
served with President Truman in Battery D.  
Check the Truman Library website for more 
information, trumanlibrary.org. 

Veterans Day - Offices Closed
November 12

City offices will be closed in honor of  the 
Veterans Day Holiday on Monday, Nov. 12. 
Please join us in thanking the brave men and 
women who have sacrificed so much to serve 
our country. 

Jack and the Beanstalk
November 23 and 24
On Friday, November 23, and Saturday, 
November 24, Puppetry Arts Institute 
presents “Jack and the Beanstalk,” performed 
by Kraig Kensinger. Performance times are 
11 a.m. & 2 p.m at 11025 E. Winner Road 
in Independence. Admission is $6. For 
reservations call 816-833-9777.  
Visit puppetryartsinstitute.org for more 
information.

U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree Stop
November 21
The U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree will stop in 
Independence on November 21 as it makes 
its way to Washington, D.C. Festivities during 
the tree’s visit will include remarks by public 
officials, a visit with Santa, ornament making, 
hot cocoa bar, light refreshments and more. 
Activities are open to the public and free for 
all to enjoy. Look for more information on 
the City’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
CityofIndependence.
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Bingham-Waggoner Holiday Tours
Nov. 23 - Dec. 30 
“Tis the Reason for the Season” is the 
theme for Christmas at the beautiful 
Bingham-Waggoner Estate this year. We 
can’t wait for you to see it!
The Christmas season begins Friday, 
November 23 and will continue daily 
through December 30 (closed Dec 23, 
24 & 25). Walk-in tours are offered 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and on Sundays from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. We will do our best to give each 
group a personally guided tour. If  we are 
extremely busy, or, if  you choose to, you 
may wander at your leisure.  Docents will 
be available to answer any questions. 
The Twilight Tour is available on Sunday, 
December 2 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. This 
annual event will give you the opportunity 
to stroll at your leisure, enjoying light 
refreshments and live music. 
The beautifully decorated Carriage 
Houses available for group rentals, 
holding 10 to 50 guests. Please  reserve 
in advance at (816)461-3491. All adult 
admissions - $6 Youth (ages 6 to 16) - $3
Those wishing to volunteer for a few 
hours playing he Steinway piano or 
their own musical instrument during the 
season, please call (816)461-3491.

WPC Protects Our Environment Be part of the positive 
change - VolunteerNearly everyone would agree that clean 

water is one of  the most precious resources 
we have. Pure water is vital to a healthy 
environment for all people, plants, and 
animals. Before modern sewer systems, 
wastewater from homes and businesses 
drained directly into local waterways without 
any treatment. Thanks to the regulations 
enacted under the Clean Water Act of  1972, 
municipalities, commercial entities, and 
utilities now have strict guidelines they must 
follow. The Water Pollution Control (WPC) 
Department rigorously monitors and treats 
wastewater before returning it to natural 
waterways. 
Each time you flush a toilet, run your 
garbage disposal, or pour anything down 
the drain, that wastewater goes through 
the sanitary sewer system to a treatment 
facility. The City of  Independence owns the 
Rock Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant at 
9600 Norledge. State-licensed waste water 
operators run the plant 24/7. On an average 
day, Rock Creek treats 6 million gallons of  
wastewater, but it can handle as much as 32 
million gallons per day. Removing pollutants 
and harmful bacteria requires multiple 
steps involving both physical and chemical 
processes. When wastewater is released back 
into the environment from Rock Creek, all 
harmful bacteria and contaminants have 

been removed. The sanitary collection 
system is not designed for items like baby 
wipes, diapers, cigarette butts, wrappers, 
sanitary items, or cleaning products. These 
and other similar items clog the sewers and 
can damage equipment, which in turn harms 
the environment and increases the cost of  
wastewater treatment. 
WPC also maintains 295 miles of  a completely 
separate storm water collection system. Storm 
water lines convey storm water to streams and 
rivers to avoid flooding. Unlike wastewater 
that is treated, storm water receives no 
treatment. Because the storm water system 
empties directly into our waterways, any trash, 
motor oil, and other contaminants in streets 
or parking lots are also carried into our creeks 
and streams. This is why it is vitally important 
not to litter or allow leaves and grass clippings 
to accumulate along the curb or in the street. 
City Code prohibits dumping anything in the 
storm sewer system or street. 
The Water Pollution Control Department’s 
focus is to keep the environment healthy by 
maintaining our wastewater and storm water 
collection systems. Before you flush anything 
other than pee, poo, or paper down the toilet, 
or throw anything out of  your car window, 
remember – those things directly affect your 
environment and public health. 

Are you looking for opportunities to get more 
involved with your community? There are 
dozens of  open positions on City Boards, 
Commissions and Committees. Learn 
how you can apply and what each Board, 
Commission, and Committee is charged to do 
at indep.us/boardscommissions. 
The Palmer Center is regularly looking for 
volunteers to assist with a variety of  activities 
for the seniors they serve. Contact them at 
(816)325-6200. 
The Police Department depends on 
Volunteers in Police Service, or VIPS, to 
assist with a variety of  events and activities 
throughout the year. Citizens interested must 
first complete the Police Citizens Academy 
program. Contact bpope@indepmo.org for 
more information. 
Finally, if  your business, organization or 
church group is looking for volunteer 
opportunities within the community the 
Independence Parks, Recreation, Tourism 
Department is happy to help coordinate 
activities throughout the community. Contact 
the department at (816)325-7843 for more 
information. 
Thank you for giving back to our community!

November Events 
It’s that time of  year again – flu season, which 
means it’s also time to provide yourself  and 
your family with the best protection possible 
– the flu vaccine. 
Influenza, AKA “the flu,” is a very contagious 
respiratory illness that spreads easily.  In 
general, the flu is worse than the common 
cold. The symptoms, which for most people 
last only a few days, include fever/chills, 
sore throat, headache, muscle aches, extreme 
tiredness, and dry cough. Although similar, 
colds are generally milder than the flu, and 
people with colds are more likely to have a 
runny or stuffy nose. 
A flu vaccine is needed every season because 
the body’s immune response from vaccination 
declines over time, and flu viruses are 
constantly changing. Because the vaccine may 
take up to two weeks to become effective, 
it’s important to take precautions now. The 
viruses in the flu shot are dead, so you cannot 
get the flu from a flu shot. The vaccine is 
available in multiple forms, so talk to your 
provider to decide which option is best for 
you.
If  you don’t have a regular provider, the 
flu vaccine is offered daily to the public at 
the Jackson County Health Department 
(313 S Liberty) from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. There is 
no co-pay, and most major insurances are 
accepted. Call 816-404-6416 to schedule your 
appointment today. 

Schedule that flu shot
Mayor’s Holiday Lighting and Living 
Windows
November 30 
Kicking off  the Holiday Season in 
Independence, Mayor Weir invites 
citizens to join her at the Mayor’s Holiday 
Lighting at Hiram Young Park, 215 East 
Lexington Avenue. On November 30 at 6 
p.m., the Mayor will be joined by a special 
guest to light the Mayor’s Christmas tree 
and other features in the park. Santa will 
join the festivities and lead everyone up 
to the Square for Living Windows at 7 
p.m. 

The Downtown Square Association is 
excited to once again have the Living 
Windows as a part of  the holiday fun. 
Local artists, choirs, dance studios and 
more will be performing in the windows 
of  downtown stores which will also be 
open late to get some of  that holiday 
shopping in. Enjoy the magic of  the 
holidays as the windows on the Square 
come to life. Bring your friends and 
family to this free event. To learn more at 
theindependencesquare.com.
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As your 1st District 
Councilmember 
I am fortunate to 
have the opportunity 
to represent some 
of  our oldest and 
most recognized 
neighborhoods. 
From Fairmount to 
Englewood to the 
Square, there is a 

lot going on in 
District 1. 
This month I’d 
like to share some 
of  the work that 
is being done 
in Englewood. 
Earlier this year, 
the City took 
an important 
step forward 
by purchasing the former Comprehensive 
Mental Health Building. This building had sat 
vacant for a number of  years. It had become 
a problem property, with frequent break-
ins and vagrants taking residence within the 
building. So, in April my Council colleagues 
and I took action. We are now actively seeking 
new owners for the building, and I am excited 
about the potential it represents for the 
neighborhood, district and city. 
The business owners of  Englewood are 
also inspired by this momentum. A group 
of  business and property owners are 
currently working toward a Community 
Improvement District. With the support of  

City of Independence 
Government Access Television

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Eileen Weir (816) 325-7027
City Council Office (816) 325-7022

Online at, indep.us/citycouncil. 
Email at citycouncil@indepmo.org. 

Councilmembers
John Perkins District 1
Curt Dougherty District 2
Scott Roberson District 3
Tom Van Camp District 4
Karen DeLuccie At-Large 
Mike Huff At-Large
City Manager
Zachary Walker (816) 325-7170

Council Corner - 1st District Councilmember John Perkins

City Council Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on Mondays

9 a.m.  on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays
1 p.m. Sundays

Learn more at indep.us/city7.  

Planning Commission Meetings
Live meetings at 6 p.m. on 2nd and 4th 

Tuesday of month
10 a.m. on Tuesday and Thursdays

1 p.m. on Saturday

Regional Animal Shelter
Operated by Great Plains SPCA
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r The City of  Independence has an 

automated voice-response telephone 
system. Call (816) 325-7000 and 
say the name of  the person or the 
department you wish to contact.

Adopt-a-Street 325-7602
Barking Dogs 325-7213
Building Permits 325-7401
Business Licenses 325-7079 
Crime Stoppers Tips 474-8477
Drop-Off  Depot/Trash 325-7600
Drugs 325-6272
Graffiti	 257-7824	

Municipal Court 325-7230 
Neighborhood Watch 325-7643
Park Vandalism 325-7208
Police Non-Emergency  325-7300
Fire Non-Emergency 325-7123
Potholes 325-7624
Report Power Outage 325-7550 
Street Lights 325-7535
Storm Water Pollution 325-7727
Utilities 

    Customer Service 325-7930
    Pay by Phone          325-SERV
    Payment Assistance 254-4100

Weeds, Trash 325-7193

21001 E. Hwy. 78, Independence
Help them find a forever home. 

Adopt a homeless pet.
Noon - 7 p.m. Wed.-Fri. 

11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.-Sun.
Call (913) 808-3370

Always Spay or Neuter!

Pay my Jackson County property taxes: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 881-3232

Apply for a marriage license: 
Historic Truman Courthouse  
112 W Lexington, Suite 30
Independence, Missouri 64050
Phone: (816) 881-4608

Apply for a business license: 
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7079

Pay a ticket issued by the City:
Independence City Hall
111 E. Maple
Independence, MO 64050
Phone: (816) 325-7230 
Some tickets may be paid online at  
indep.us/paytickets. 

For more information on Jackson County 
offices, visit www.jacksongov.org.
For more information on City offices, visit 
www.indepmo.org. 

Where can I...

the neighborhood, this CID would result in 
approximately $37,000 a year to help with 
onsite improvements. The focus of  this 
group is on the continued effort to appeal to 
patrons, artists and visitors. 
As you can tell there is a large group of  
citizens interested in and dedicated to the 
Englewood area; and one of  the newest 
groups is the Grassroots of  Western 
Independence or GROW Independence. 
This group is focused on an Arts overlay 

district that would help connect 
Englewood to the Square. This 
is not a new idea. GROW has 
brushed this idea off  and is 
working with City staff  toward 
a finalized proposal in coming 
months. They are also working on 
housing incentives for the area, and 
I look forward to our continued 
conversations. GROW is designed 
to create hope and pride, and I can 

say I am truly inspired by their commitment. 
Now, if  you haven’t visited the Englewood 
neighborhood recently, I encourage you to 
stop by. Every third Friday, the Englewood 
Arts District welcomes the public to an Art 
Walk. See beautiful works by local artists, hear 
local musicians and more. You can get more 
info about this and other efforts in the district 
at englewoodstation.com. 
There is so much momentum in the City of  
Independence right now, and I am honored 
to be the 1st District Councilmember. If  you 
have questions, concerns or ideas, please do 
not hesitate to call me at (816)325-7022 or via 
email at JPerkins@indepmo.org.


